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Dedication

This book is dedicated to all who are seeking new
life in faith for victorious living. It comes to build you,
strengthen you, and spur you on to new heights;
above all, to lift you up to the standard God wants
you to reach.

It is dedicated especially to my dear wife and
family who have stood by me in all our "zero hours."

Behold a blessing in your hands!
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Author's Preface: The Faith Factor

A prominent Bible scholar once said: "Take from a
man his wealth and you hinder him; take from him
his faith and hope and you stop him." The Bible says
that without faith it is impossible to please God. (Heb.
11:6.) In fact, without faith you cannot walk with God.
If you cannot please God without faith, then please
Him by your faith in Him and in His Word.

To believe that there is a Supreme Being Who
created heaven and earth is one thing. To believe and
place confidence in Him to rule and reign in your life
is another issue. That is where your faith comes in.
The answer to facing the trials and tribulations of life
lies in trusting God to bring you through them to life's
highest point. Faith is the active force which draws
the thin line between success and failure. Faith in God
through Christ declares, "The Lord will bring me to a
successful end." (Josh. 1:8; Jer. 29:11.)

A great man once said, "What you have
undeveloped in you has no value." This book will
show you how I placed value on my faith, and by so
doing was able to face and triumph over the "zero
hours" in my life. Faith in God changed my destiny —
and that of millions of people with whom I have
shared that faith around the world.



I say to you, "Arise in your faith; use it in your zero
hours." I have placed in your hands the secret to
happy, abundant, and successful life. This secret
worked for me. God can make it work for you too.

Hawve faith in God!

Archbishop Benson A. Idahosa
Benin City, Nigeria



1
Facing Reality With Faith

Let us then approach the throne of grace with
confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find
grace to help us in our time of need.

Hebrews 4:16 NIV

All power has a source, and a born-again Christian
should be absolutely certain of where his power
comes from. The knowledge that God's power is fully
available to you will, in one way or another, calm the
waves in your life when stormy days arrive.

I speak from experience: the realization that the
unseen hand of God controls my life brought me to a
turning point. In this book, I will tell you about the
difference this realization has made in my walk with
the Lord. I will also describe to you how other
servants of the Lord surmounted the trials,
tribulations, temptations, and turbulence that stood in
their way. They overcame, I have overcome, and so
will you—today!

Zero hours come upon everyone at one time or
another—usually with the suddenness of Job's
misfortunes. What are "zero hours"? Zero hours are
those bleak times, the lean seasons, the occasions in
life when things come to a dead end. Suddenly there
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is no light at the end of the tunnel, and everything
seems upside down. In the agony and deep
desperation of such times, some can only shout in
hopelessness, "I am ruined; I am finished!"

If that is the situation in which you find yourself
right now, hold on, my friend! It is not the end. No
believer in Jesus Christ ever needs to cry out that all is
lost, that there is no hope. You will soon know why I
make this bold statement.

How can you "turn the tables" on the devil? How
do you brace yourself to deal courageously with the
zero hours which you will face in life, putting them
behind you in victory? Many people have asked,
"How do I acquire the power to stand fast when the
inevitable zero hours come upon me?" That is a good
question. It is time every born-again Christian
realized that the purpose of Christianity is not to
teach us believers how to avoid or eliminate
difficulty, but to nurture within us the strength of
character necessary to offset difficulty when it comes.
Christianity does not make life easy, rather it provides
the strength needed to face and overcome the trials of
life.

Christianity does not remove the red lights,
stumps, setbacks, and tragedies of life. But we have
good reason to believe that our walk with God in
Christ gives us vital armor and a tough skin as
protection when the zero hour sneaks in. The mature
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Facing Reality With Faith

person has the cool-headedness and stability to
remain calm and collected, being anxious for nothing.
(Phil. 4:6). Yet many people fret and panic when they
encounter hardship. There is truth in the old
statement that "when the going gets tough, the tough
get going."

The generalization of issues and a collective
prescription of solutions to individual problems of life
have always proved a gamble that does not pay off.
The only remedy for a crisis situation in the Christian
walk lies in the Word of God, for heaven and earth
will pass away, but God's Word will never pass away.
(Matt. 24:35.)

Your zero hours should not find you unprepared.
But whether they do or not depends a great deal
upon whether you know the source of your power.
As you read this book, I pray that the Father of glory
will give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation as
you walk in victory through Christ. Most of all, I pray
that the eyes of your understanding be enlightened
(Eph. 1:17,18), that you may know the power in the
name of Jesus and His blood shed at Calvary. (Mark
16:17,18; 1 Pet. 1:18,19; 1 John 1:7; Rev. 12:11.)

Facing the Zero Hours

Every passing minute is a matter of life and death
for someone torn by the conflicts of a difficult
situation. Satan keeps knocking at every door,

11
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breaking windows to try to get in. Can you stand
against the onslaught? As you read these words,
somewhere a family is on the brink of a problem or
disaster or sudden change in affairs which will have
serious repercussions in their marriage, children, and
friends. Although many people fumble in the
darkness, overcome by the circumstances of life, we
Christians can be assured that every problem we
encounter contains the seed of God's solution. Has the
Lord not said, Call unto me, and I will answer thee,
and shew thee great and mighty things, which thou
knowest not (Jer. 33:3)?

As a minister of the gospel of salvation and
deliverance, it is agonizing for me to see thousands of
people—even many devout Christians—resigning
themselves to their "fate." I know that through the
blood of Jesus there is power to overcome sickness,
disease, poverty, and all the other problems which
beset so many in our world today.

Let's face facts. Do you know what it is to come
face to face with abject poverty and to live at a bare
subsistence level? Do you know how it feels to see
your only child taken sick and to have no money to
pay for a doctor or medicine? Have you ever felt the
anguish of accumulating bills, when all means of
settlement seem remote?

You may be a student and as yet relatively
untouched by the complex problems which beset
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Facing Reality With Faith

married couples and families today. But perhaps you
still have had your fair share of the zero hours that
life deals out to everyone.

I remember a conversation I had with a final-year
university student as I went to preach on his campus.
As I descended the stairs, I heard the clatter of feet
behind me and what sounded like tearful shouts for
attention. I swiveled around and immediately came
face to face with a well-dressed, neat-looking young
man.

"Please, Dr. Idahosa," he said, gasping for breath, a
worried expression wrinkling his face, "I need help; I
am in a fix."

"Calm down," I said, as he took his place by my
side to recount his problem.

"Please, sir, this is my final year," he blurted out. "I
have already failed once due to sudden illness and the
exam I am taking tomorrow is my last chance. If I
miss it," he stressed with a clenched fist, "I will have
to give up.”

A curtain of anxiety and uncertainty shrouded his
tense face as he gazed upwardly, eagerly waiting for
my reply. I took his hand firmly in mine and looked
him in the eyes.

"Go in the peace of the Lord," I told him. "Victory
and success are surely yours. Amen."

Zero hours such as the one faced by this young
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man sweep across our path without warning. All of a
sudden, this graduating senior seemed to have his
entire future threatened. This was his zero hour, and
he needed divine intervention to help him face and
meet the challenge.

Some of us have survived the extremities of a zero
hour, and I believe we can show others the way to
victory.

Some years ago, a tragic and unexpected incident
struck my family. I share this testimony to the glory
of God, in Whose hands my faith will always stand. I
have often had to refrain from telling this story, but it
brings my point into sharp focus and reveals what
happens when the pendulum suddenly swings
towards loss, consternation, and tragedy.

When Tragedy Came, Faith Was There Too

It had been an uneventful night. My family had
gone to bed hale and hearty: there was giggling and
there were smiles as we prayed, and the joy of the
Lord was our strength. (Neh. 8:10.) I said goodnight
to my children; they waved back to me and banged
shut their doors. This is often the sort of peaceful
atmosphere which the wicked one attempts to
overthrow. But God is on our side, and He will scatter
the enemy in our presence.

The next morning as I looked out over the
balcony, the Word of God weaved through my mind:

14
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"This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and
be glad in it." (Ps. 118:24 NIV.) The dewy darkness
was dispersing, and I listened to the melodious
singing of the early morning birds. It was time for my
family and me to prepare for our daily devotions.

As my wife walked a little distance ahead of me, I
noticed what seemed to me a slight miscalculation in
her step. Before I could even ask what the problem
was, I saw her miss one more step and slump onto the
carpet with a thud. There at my feet lay my dear wife,
gasping for breath! There were no moments for
guesswork or unnecessary questions! I knew that
Satan was up to his tricks, and I refused to play
games with him.

As cautiously as I could, I knelt down at
Margaret's side, while the children looked on in
confusion and fear. With considerable care, I took her
drooping hand in mine. Then I noticed a sudden
change come over her countenance: she blinked
absent-mindedly. I said slowly, "Margaret, what is the
matter; how do you feel?"

Repeatedly, I felt her pulse. Countless thoughts
flashed through my mind. Believe me, if ever a
husband needed to demonstrate strength, faith, and
courage, I knew this was the hour. In the twinkling of
an eye my wife's hand went limp and cold with
sweat. I needed no medical expert to tell me that a
gradual countdown had begun, and every minute
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counted for life or death. I decided according to God's
unfailing and infallible Word not to take no for an
answer.

The zero hour is, of course, full of fear. But it is
also fraught with faith. You can pull through your
zero hours if you stand firm on the solid rock which is
Jesus Christ! His Word says confidently that in His
name those Who believe in Him shall cast out devils
and bring health to the sick and dying. (Mark 16:17.) I
knew that I have authority over every scheme of
Satan, and at that moment Isaiah 54:17, Malachi 3:11,
Luke 10:19, Revelation 12:11, and a host of other
scriptures flashed into my mind. I stood firm!

As I'looked into the faces of my wife and children,
tears filled my eyes. Margaret was dead! This could
not be, no! But dead she was, stone dead. I called out
to God; I cried out as never before. I sent the children
back to their rooms to pray. With heavy feet and tear-
soaked cheeks, they marched off. And there I knelt,
all alone, beside my wife. She was suddenly lying
dead in my arms. I did what I know to do best—I
prayed. I stood before the throne of God and pleaded
according to His Word, Let us therefore come boldly
unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy,
and find grace to help in time of need (Heb. 4:16). I
quoted this verse aloud to the Lord. I refused to give
up. I pleaded with Him in the name of Jesus.

A glance at the alarm clock in my room told me
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that thirty minutes had passed. As much as I prayed,
there was no sign of life in my wife. I began to
perspire, but not to give up. The Word of God came
forcefully to me, "Be still and see the salvation of the
Lord." (2 Chron. 20:17.) I wondered how I could be
still in such an hour. But I obeyed the Holy Spirit of
God. I knew that He is in control and He is
omniscient.

Then the Holy Spirit told me, "Breathe into her
mouth, and she will come back to life." I acted
immediately, without a moment's doubt, because I
have implicit faith in the God I serve. In uplifted faith,
I clasped my hands behind Margaret's neck and drew
her up toward me. I breathed into her mouth.
Immediately she opened her eyes, stared at my sweat-
drained face, and clasped me firmly in a loving
embrace. With a victorious shout of "Praise the Lord!"
my children ran in to kiss their mother on both
cheeks. I stood by and glorified the name of the living
God! I had good reason to do so.

Dare to Believe

It is sad that we cannot foresee the zero hours that
we will inevitably encounter at some time or another.
But looking into the future is not my concern. The
point I want you to understand is that you have total
authority and immeasurable power based on God's
Word to turn those cruel moments to your advantage.
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Would you allow God to do so as you place total faith
in Him as I did? He has the almighty power and
overflowing resources to transform every situation.

Dare to believe it, and God will perform a miracle
for every setback along the way.

Where is the problem? In the family, at the office,
in your marriage, business, study? We serve a God
Whose hand surrounds and holds the answer to all
our needs. God said to Jeremiah, Behold, I am the
Lord, the God of all flesh: is there any thing too
hard for me? (Jer. 32:27). God wants you to know that
the hour of breakthrough has come at last. Arise and
shine, for the light of God's power has come to lift
every burden and affliction. God in His might and
power will make those crooked paths straight, fill
every valley, and bring every mountain low as you
walk confidently with Him day by day.

The hour of liberation has come. It is time once
more to lift high your head and live!
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2
Faith Makes a Difference

..since we have been justified through faith, we
have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Romans 5:1 NIV

Faith in God is the most dynamic force known to
mankind. And, as the Scriptures declare, faith comes
by hearing the Word of God. (Rom. 10:17). It is now
time to delve deep into the treasure of God's Word.
Our purpose is to unearth timeless answers that will
see you through the worst of your zero hours.

First, let's go to Colossians 1:10,11 (NIV) for a
word of Scripture to unknot the mystery of God’s
power to deal with your problems:

And we pray this in order that you may live a life
worthy of the Lord and may please him in every way....

being strengthened with all power according to his
glorious might so that you may have great endurance
and patience, and joy....

Here we see that God's power gives endurance,
patience, and joy. The power that strengthens you
eventually leads to joy.

The Key to Victory in Life
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The key words here are power, might, endurance,
patience, and joy. The Scriptures say specifically that
you need power, God's power, to give you strength in
your hour of need and fear. (2 Cor. 12:10, Eph. 6:10.)
And God backs up His power with His might. He can
mobilize a host of angels, which (as we read in
Hebrews 1:14) are ...ministering spirits, sent forth to
minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation...,
which are the born-again Christians.

The Gospels show how God mobilized angels to
minister to the Lord Jesus Christ after His temptation
by Satan in the wilderness and also in the garden of
Gethsemane. (Matt. 4:11; Luke 22:43.) God's might
will also change circumstances on your behalf.

The next two key words are endurance and
patience. It takes a good measure of both to survive
the storms of life. (For further supporting scriptures
on this subject read Romans 5:1-5 and James 1:2-4.)
Patience will enable you to stand upon God's Word
by faith, regardless of the severity of the situation you
face.

Finally, there is always joy in God's deliverance,
for which you have trusted by faith, and His joy is
your strength! (Neh. 8:10.) Keep these simple truths in
your heart.

Power for Your Zero Hour

All over the world, people react in similar ways to
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sudden crises. Some recoil into their shell and bemoan
their fate; others just fizzle out and give up. Neither of
these is God's answer to a sudden change in fortune.

What can be more agonizing, for example, than to
work day and night for years to earn a college degree
and then, after a pat on the back and a series of "well
done" handshakes, to discover that you cannot get a
job? No one can ever convince me that as a Kingdom
child of the Most High God, that is all He has for you.

Scrap it from your thinking; it is the devil's lie.
That could be your zero hour. But hold on!

Remember the words of the Apostle Paul who
wrote, Being confident of this very thing, that he
which hath begun a good work in you will perform
it until the day of Jesus Christ (Phil. 1:6). This is
God's standing promise to you—and, believe it, my
friend, there is power for your zero hour.

Sometimes I come across people, even so-called
believers (I don't know what they profess to believe),
who hold that as children of God we should just take
every circumstance, every negative development or
disturbance of our peace, as what God has planned
for us. Scripturally speaking, I cannot agree with that
point of view. Jesus Christ boldly declared, The thief
(Satan) cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and
to destroy...(John 10:10). God offsets the works of the
devil, as is shown in the second part of this well-
known Scripture in which Jesus went on to proclaim,
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..I am come that they might have life, and that they
might have it more abundantly. The devil can always
do his worst to you, but God will surely do His best
for you, giving you power for your zero hour.

Beloved, it is heartbreaking to hear negative, joy-
killing confessions and testimonies from some
believers. There is a great need of deliverance from
such retrogressive, wrong thinking. Do you really
think that God spent so much to redeem us just so we
could then live in poverty and deprivation? That
cannot be. We can trust God to transform our
shortcomings and lead us to victory over our
circumstances.

Let us deal with a few plain truths. Maybe awhile
ago you owned a luxurious car but now, because you
could not maintain it due to a financial crunch, you
have a long walk to your office each day. Amidst all
the embarrassment of the downward change in your
lifestyle and standard of living, do you resign
yourself to the situation and take it as God's will for
you to live in such a demeaning state? If only you will
have faith in the Lord, He has the power to restore
that which has been taken from you.

The devil's favorite sport is to bring to ruin the
God-ordained institution of marriage. Many homes
are without peace. Marriage is made to last forever,
but when Satan interferes, all too soon the bliss and
bloom can become hazy and wavering. The devil
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enters the home and the peace is shattered.
Everything goes downhill. The marriage boat hits the
rocks, and the wind of uncertainty blows in every
direction. Is that what you call God's best for you?
Your zero hour might well take this form—but you
should realize that God is still standing by to bring
peace, harmony, and fruitfulness to every part of your
life.

Despite the circumstances of your life, there is still
power for your zero hour.

Opportunities for Victory

The moment you discover that there is power
available to help you through your zero hour, you
will see boundless opportunities to discover God's
plan for fulfillment, achievement, and complete
victory.

Was it God's plan that you stand all alone in your
moment of difficulty? I don't think so, because He
says in His Word, "I will never leave you nor forsake
you." (Heb. 13:5.) Do you desire to be an achiever?
Then I am convinced that no obstacle should be
allowed to stop your forward victory march through
Christ.

There are abundant possibilities for breakthrough
in every facet of human endeavor, if the Word of God
is believed and acted upon.

Many disturbing obstacles cropped up early in my
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ministry, but I survived the storms. "Take it easy, life
is full of ups and downs," some friends tried to
convince me. When I would come up against a
hurdle, they would sit me down and deliver a lecture:
"We have been in the ministry longer than you have.
You need to mellow. You are too small for the grand
plans you have set for yourself. You can never make
it." But I was never tied down by their negativism.

As a young preacher, I was never content with
only God's least. It will do you good to have a similar
attitude. Let no force on earth, no zero hour or
difficult circumstance, deter you from attaining God's
best. You will climb the highest peak, go through the
deepest valley, if only you believe that there is power
set aside to defend you in the tough hours when all
else fails you and all others desert you.

Take God's Word for It

Have you ever taken the time to search the Bible
to discover what God says about you? So many
Christians receive the truths of God secondhand. Try
a search today! The Bible will reveal to you a God of
majesty, power, and unsearchable accuracy in the
management of His creation, including your life. The
whole process of your thinking—the entire working
of your mind —must be renewed and regenerated by
God's quickening Word made manifest through Jesus
Christ. (Col. 1:27.) Then you will be able to align your
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words and actions in accordance with His revealed
Word and will.

In many countries where I have preached the
Word of God and counseled, one discouraging
posture in particular is reflected in the thinking of the
people. Millions of people seem to assume that the
God of creation has abandoned His works, that He
sits back indifferently as the world goes down the
drain. That is not my God! He cannot be the God Who
sent His Son in love to die for a sinful world. He
cannot be the God of the Bible! My God, the great "I
AM" (Ex. 3:14), watches over His people with loving,
caring eyes.

You comb your hair every day, don't you? As you
comb your hair, God takes note of every strand that
drops to the ground. (Luke 12:7.) That is something
which even you don't pay attention to. "How could I
calculate the number of hairs that fall from my head?"
you may ask. But God cares about even the
nonessential things like lost hair. If this is the case,
then our God must also be a Father Who delights
Himself in the bigger, deeper issues of our daily lives.

It is time to get this truth straight. We all agree
that certain aspects of our Christian walk upset and
shake us. But does that fact remove us from the
presence and love of God? Does it separate us from
His strength and power and glory? The walk of faith,
hand in hand with God, is the best insurance against
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fear of the unknown, which is the lot of nearly every
person on earth.

But bear in mind that it is only when you are on
the path of faith that you are aware of the enemy at
work against you. This is not the hour for
foolhardiness or false assumptions. God has
admonished us through the Apostle Paul to be on our
guard, Lest Satan should get an advantage of us: for
we are not ignorant of his devices (2 Cor. 2:11). A
short commentary on this verse from Dake’s
Annotated Reference Bible offers some food for thought:
"The devil will take advantage of every failure of the
Christian using it to get into his life and cause his
downfall."

This note reminds me of a popular saying which
acts as a consolation for those going through difficult
conditions in austere times: "The downfall of a man is
not the end of his life." That's true, isn't it?

We now turn to search God's Word for scriptures
which will minister to your need and open before you
new vistas of revelation knowledge so you will be
able to deal decisively with every obstacle that comes
your way. Open up your spirit, read the text
thoughtfully, and allow the Holy Spirit to imprint its
truths in your mind.

The Four Lepers

1 Finis Jennings Dake (Lawrenceville, GA: Dake Bible Sales, Inc., 1963), p. 193.
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The familiar text we are going to consider is found
in 2 Kings 7:3-11 and concerns four lepers. (If you
have a Bible, read the entire passage prayerfully and
allow the Spirit of God to bring to light its hidden
truths.)

The story says that when a certain city came under
siege from the Syrian army camped outside, there
came a great famine. In the course of time four poor
lepers were thrown out of the city gate to wither
away and die. Society had rejected them; they had
been declared outcasts and left to rot away on the
outskirts of a frightened, captive city.

"Who cares?" you may ask.

The answer is: God cares. The Bible says that there
is a God Who neither sleeps nor slumbers. (Ps. 121:4.)
It is He Who watches over His flock by day and night
to bring to pass every plan laid out for the lives of His
children. The hour of decision was near for the four
lepers. But death was not God's plan for them in their
zero hour. Instead He offered them life.

It is astonishing to read the faith-filled words they
spoke and to note the decisive action they took:

...Why sit we here until we die?

If we say. We will enter into the city, then the
famine is in the city, and we shall die there: and if we
sit still here, we die also. Now therefore come, and let
us fall unto the host of the Syrians: if they save us
alive, we shall live; and if they kill us, we shall but
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die.

And they rose up in the twilight, to go unto the
camp of the Syrians: and when they were come to the
uttermost part of the camp of Syria, behold, there was
no man there.

And when these lepers came to the uttermost part
of the camp, they went into one tent, and did eat and
drink, and carried thence silver, and gold, and
raiment....

2 Kings 7:3-5,8

In the natural, these men may have been poor
lepers caught in the web of certain death from
starvation and infected skin, but in faith they were
giants. I repeat those triumphant words, "Why sit we
here until we die?" (v. 3.) These words changed their
future! The lepers did not throw in the towel! They
believed that something good could happen if they
moved forward. The fact is, they had hope, which is
the God-factor in every situation.

Refuse to Be Moved

Throughout the Bible we see people who never
gave up—and God never gave up on them either. Is it
the same story today? Yes! The time of change has
come because you now know that there is power
beyond measure for your zero hour.

It is heartbreaking to find able-bodied, Spirit-filled
believers bowing under pressure when they
experience a sudden shift in fortunes. That approach
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is not God's plan. The Bible teaches us to say, I can do
all things through Christ which strengtheneth me
(Phil. 4:13). Jesus advised us to ...Have faith in God
(Mark 11:22). We need to be reminded that God
remains the same, regardless of what conditions are
before us. (Mal. 3:6; Heb. 13:8.)

Someone sang, "When the devil knocks at the
door, ask Jesus to answer the call." Oh, how true that
is!

Make up your mind not to budge or waver in your
faith:

...For he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea
driven with the wind and tossed.

For let not that man think that he shall receive any
thing of the Lord.
James 1:6,7

Reaffirm your faith in Christ and trust God by
believing implicitly in what He has said about you.
This can be done only if you understand what the
Bible means when it says, Let this mind be in you,
which was also in Christ Jesus (Phil. 2:5). Allow the
mind of the Master to be the master of your mind.

What does the Bible mean by "the mind of Christ"?
Jesus' mind was a mind bent to succeed, a mind in
tune with the will of God, a mind of obedience in all
circumstances. Let this mind be in you, and you will
see hope and victory in the midst of your zero hour.
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Holding on to God by Faith

..."The righteous will live by faith."
Romans 1:17 NIV

Many believers do not make full use of the
treasure of God's love deposited within them. The
Bible indicates that when one door closes against a
believer, another door opens up to him by God's
grace and power. Believers—all children of God—
ought to hold fast to this noble truth.

"My case, Archbishop, is hopeless. I feel so
helpless.” This is sometimes what I hear: complete
negativism. I hope this is not your viewpoint or
confession. If the devil tells you that the end has
come, take your case to the Lord —He has the final
word.

Walking by Faith

No force, demon, or power of darkness can stop a
person who has faith in God through the all-
conquering Jesus Christ. Whatever your situation or
circumstance, set your eyes by faith on the Lord, keep
looking to Him, and continue looking until the tide
turns in your favor.
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The Apostle Peter did not know or follow this
principle at first, as he walked on the Sea of Galilee
toward Jesus. (Matt. 14:22-31.) Ficklemindedness and
wavering faith were the cause of his undoing. In your
faith walk you must watch out for these things too.
Stay calm and trust in the power of God's might.
Remember, ...the battle is not yours, but God's (2
Chron. 20:15). We Christians are the apple of God's
eye, and anything that touches us touches Him. (Zech.
2:8.)

As children of God, redeemed though the finished
work of Jesus Christ on the cross of Calvary, we are
saved by faith (Eph. 2:8,9) and afterwards live by
faith. (Rom. 1:17; Gal. 2:20.) Many of those Christians
who have failed did so because they refused to follow
the Biblical standard of walking day by day with
Christ, their Savior and Lord, in trusting faith. God's
intention is that we continue triumphantly through
every circumstance and situation of life.

But is it possible to accept Christ and receive
salvation by faith, only to turn around and live
through the arm of flesh? Beloved, it does not work:

This I say then, Walk in the Spirit....

For we through the Spirit wait for the hope of
righteousness by faith.

Galatians 5:16,5

It is clear from the above verses that looking for
the hope of righteousness in Christ requires nothing
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less than walking in the Spirit through constant faith
in Christ. To receive and appropriate the promise of
power for your zero hour, you must understand the
role of faith in the Christian walk.

The Gospel of John establishes that faith comprises
one-half of a formula: the other half, which must
always be included, takes the form of action. When
Jesus speaks of faith, He refers to it as being revealed
in action. This truth is illustrated by the lowering of
the man "sick of the palsy" through the roof by his
faithful friends (Mark 2:4), and the touching of the
hem of Jesus' garment by the woman with the issue of
blood (Matt. 9:20-22), whose cases we will examine
later in this book.

Beloved, as a Christian, a sound understanding of
faith will make a world of difference in your life.

Faith Produces Victory

Time after time, God has charged me to preach to
believers everywhere that to be knocked down is not
the end of the fight: a Christian may be knocked
down but not knocked out. God will uplift him with
His right hand of righteousness because He has
promised that, Though he fall, he shall not be utterly
cast down: for the Lord upholdeth him with his
hand (Ps. 37:24).

In your walk with Christ, you need to see the zero
hour as a moment of decision: it calls for tenacity of
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purpose to keep on walking even when your knees
wobble and shake! Know within your spirit that,
despite outward appearances, the situation is not
hopeless.

Thank God, the Bible has the answer, as the
Apostle John wrote in 1 John 5:4: For whatsoever is
born of God overcometh the world: and this is the
victory that overcometh the world, even our faith.
We believers are born of God and are regenerated by
His Spirit, as outlined in John 3:5,6 and Ephesians
4:23,24. Get this point established in your mind; it is
the solid foundation upon which we will build.

"...overcometh the world...." This statement is as
sure as it can be. God expects us as His blood-bought
children to live an overcoming life, triumphing over
every obstacle that blocks the road to victory.

"How is this possible?" you may ask.

I have experienced enough pruning and trimming
to know that, clothed in the armor of God, a Christian
can survive any onslaught of the enemy.

"..and this is the victory....” Read it to yourself
once again. According to Scripture, victory for a
believer is a foregone conclusion. This is why Jesus
said, ...but be of good cheer; I have overcome the
world (John 16:33). We can understand why the
Apostle John believed that the victory has been won
for every Christian. Calvary was a place of victory,
and victory in the name of Jesus enabled His disciples
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of old to march forward after Pentecost and "turn the
world upside down" for Him. (Acts 17:6.)

As believers, you and I share in that supreme
victory won at Calvary! We can go on, confident that
through implicit faith in the name of Jesus Christ,
victory is assured.

One Man's Hope

In his book Man’s Search for Meaning, Dr. Victor
Frankl gives a moving account of how he survived
the horrors of imprisonment in the Nazi concentration
camps at Auschwitz and Dachau. Although Dr.
Frankl did not have a Christian faith, he held
stubbornly to the hope of victory through all the
torture.

"The prisoner who had lost faith in the future,” he
wrote, "was doomed. With his loss of belief in the
future he also lost his spiritual hold; he let himself
decline and became subject to mental and physical
decay. Hope is a life resource, like food, water and air.
In its absence, life ceases to have meaning and
sometimes even ceases to be. Hope enables persons to

rejoice in suffering."

This is Dr. Frankl's observation on how you can
survive your zero hour, the inevitable period of
distress and hardship that comes to everyone at one
time or another.

1 (Boston: Beacon Press, 1962).
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Sometimes I have wondered how the three
Hebrew children stood firm in that hour of conflict
and crisis when they knew the drastic consequences
of disobedience to Nebuchadnezzar's decree. Today,
the secret is in my heart and engulfs my whole being.
As believers we stand on solid ground in these last
days when God has spoken to us by His Son, ...whom
he hath appointed heir of all things...(Heb. 1:2).

The greatest bulwark of Christian hope in any area
of endeavor, including the ministry, is the absolute
certainty of final victory, the unshakable knowledge
that in all things we are more than conquerors through
Christ. (Rom. 8:37.) The full realization of this truth
will turn you around full circle and open to you vistas
of courage and indomitable faith through the power
of the Son of God, enabling you to rise up out of the
quagmire of depression and despair and soar to the
heights of hope and joy where God wants you to live.

Do you know Who God is? The effectiveness of
the power of God in your life depends on how well
you understand Him and His sovereignty. I want to
give you a glimpse of our God according to the
Scriptures so you will be able to tap into His
marvelous power and limitless resources. With the
omnipotence of God in mind, along with his
omnipresence and omniscience, let's think briefly
about some of the practical implications of these
attributes of God. But then, let's also consider how
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these attributes affect us in our everyday lives as
children of the living God.

God Is Ready, Willing, and Able

A proper understanding of God's omnnipresence,
His omniscience, and His omnipotence assures us that
no situation exceeds His reach, no circumstance
escapes His attention, and no experience is beyond
His control. God is with us wherever we go, knows
everything that happens to us, and, on our behalf, is
able to remove every obstacle and solve every
problem that faces us—no matter how great they may
be.

My knowledge and understanding of this great
truth makes a tremendous difference in my Christian
living. I know a God Who knows me! God is all-
seeing, all-wise, and all-powerful, and He is able and
willing to deliver all those who put their trust in Him.
That basic truth comforts every trusting child of God.

Remember, whatever  your  circumstance,
condition or situation, you are never alone, never
forgotten, never beyond hope or help.

Let us remind ourselves that nothing is too hard
for God! (Gen. 18:14; Jer. 32:27.) The psalmist asked, O
Lord God of hosts, who is a strong Lord like unto
thee?...(Ps. 89:8). If all other Scripture escapes your
mind in the turbulent hour, my dear friend,
remember this: Great is our Lord, and of great
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power: his understanding is infinite (Ps. 147:5).

Whatever our location or situation, we can be
confident of God's power and His presence with us.
To be assured that God sees and knows and cares
brings comfort and joy to our troubled hearts.
Whether you are in a hospital room, lying upon a bed
of affliction, broken-hearted over the loss of a loved
one, or shaken and disillusioned because your dearest
friend has rejected you, you can still say with
Hagar, ...Thou God seest me...(Gen. 16:13).

You may be reading these words in some remote
area of the world or you may be feeling alone in a
crowd. You need to know that there is power for the
zero hour. God not only sees you, but He is on your
side, in every need —no matter what it is.

I owe all my success to knowing God and what He
can do. This knowledge is what drew the line
between failure or success, between falling by the
wayside or moving on in the power of God's might.

You must also know this truth about God for
yourself. Nothing, absolutely nothing, is of greater
value in life than knowing God and the power of His
might. He is the pivot around which all else revolves.
Yet the majority of people, even many confessing
Christians, fail to know Him as they should.

When I speak of knowing God, I have much more
in mind than knowing things about Him. Many people
read about God and the power of Jesus Christ as
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Savior and Lord in newspapers, magazines,
commentaries, books—and they have a shadowy
image of the Lord. And yet they are not really
personally acquainted with the Almighty, All-
Knowing, Ever-Present God. These occasional, partial
glimpses are no substitute for a person-to-person
relationship with the living God. Go to the Bible and
find out what He has promised; that knowledge will
stand you in good stead in the zero hour.

Many incidents which have confronted me as a
believer and minister have shaken me to the
foundation, but they could not cause my downfall,
because I knew God and His power on a personal
basis. Do you?

Choose to put God first and He will give strength
and direction to your life. This choice becomes a
compass by which the course of life and its victory is
charted. Every other decision ought to be secondary
to that of choosing God. If you make the Lord your
first and best, He will make you His first and best—
any hour, any day. To put God first adds strength to
one's character. It provides assurance of God's help in
doing right. So also it adds a quality of life which
cannot be destroyed. I speak from experience, because
at a turning point in my life and ministry, God helped
me around every tight corner.

Holding on to God
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I grew up in Benin City, Nigeria, many years
before independence came to that African nation. In
many areas of my life, I had every encouragement
one could possibly lay claim to. But life was not easy
in my family although I tried to make the best of it.
We were poor and the future looked bleak. I was
never one to indulge in wishful thinking, but deep in
my heart I knew that a change had to come some day,
some how. I had convinced myself that hard work
would bring a good harvest to anyone, so I put all my
energies into my job of transporting goods in a
wheelbarrow for a fee.

Every morning my mind would go to the success
that lay ahead of me by God's grace in my daily work
as a barrow-boy. It was not easy, but there has never
been an easy way to success; it has always been a
hard road to travel.

Someone has noted that since we expect to spend
the rest of our lives in the future, we ought to be
assured of what kind of future it will be. Do you want
to be sure? The answer is straightforward hard work
and the abiding grace of God.

Benin City, capital of Bendel State, Nigeria, has,
since my youth, gone through a massive facelift, and
has undergone vast social change; it found new
prosperity as a result of the oil boom. Today, it is
characterized by beautiful mansions and well-kept
lawns, first-class roads full of modern vehicles, and
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people striding confidently along busy streets. The
Benin City of today is not the Benin City of old;
civilization has given it a new coat.

Every morning I would be on my way—with a
determination to succeed where others had failed. I
pushed my way through the morning crowds with
my wooden barrow. If I could work hard, and do as
much as my strength permitted, God would add His
grace. This was my firm conviction and my charter of
service. I allowed nothing to distract me as the day
went on, believing that as God was with me, success
would be waiting for me at the end of the way.

It has been said that true vision is an inspired look
at reality. And some time ago Bob Mumford wrote in
a Life Changers newsletter: "Vision is more than
understanding, revelation or knowledge, though it
may be all of these. Vision is seeing in our mind's eye
the present as God sees it, as well as seeing the future
of God's purpose as an accomplished fact. It is the
ability not only to look at an empty field and the
hidden treasure, but also to see how to acquire that
field and obtain the treasure."

If ever there was a young man determined to
succeed through struggle at every step, I was the one.
And new vision opened up with God's help.

One day I painted the word "Opel" on the side of
my cart, so that traders looking for quick service
could easily identify it. Before long, I had effectively
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established myself as the barrow-boy who carried
foodstuffs with the greatest security in the quickest
possible time. Market women sought me, and traders
longed to see me at dawn behind my "Opel" truck.

In all this, God was weaving a new pathway to
greater heights. Many nights, as I lay in bed counting
the ceiling nails to while away the time, I would feel
exhaustion in my body and excruciating pain in my
aching back; fatigue was taking its toll on me.

"I must do something about this condition, change
my job," I pondered.

Another holiday arrived, and I made my decision:
"I must have a go at being a vendor."

So I rose each morning before anyone in the
compound and made my way to the Vendor's Office.
I was following a demanding schedule, dividing my
time between selling newspapers and rushing over to
push my barrow at the market as the early traders
arrived. Though I worked long, hard hours, day after
day, giving up was not a part of my vocabulary. I
knew everything about success, but nothing of failure.
And on the day I married, I knew that God had
blessed the work of my hands through the labor and
toil of the past. From the black moments in the mud-
thatched classroom through to the scorching sun-
filled months of pushing my barrow at Oba market,
everything worked together by God's grace to lay the
solid foundation for a better tomorrow.
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That's how God dealt with me. How did He deal
with people in Bible days; what lessons are learned
from their lives? You will find out later in this book
when we begin to examine in detail the examples of
several Bible characters whose faith and devotion are
worthy of our study and emulation.

God's Hall of Fame and Faith

The epistles, especially the book of Hebrews,
Chapter 11, offer much food for thought. Reading
through Hebrews 11:17-40, we marvel at the exploits
of those courageous saints of old who stood on the
Lord's side. This glorious chapter is God's hall of fame
and faith! Often I have read and meditated upon it;
occasionally I have preached on it. Its impact,
impression, and influence on my life and ministry
have grown with every sermon.

Hebrews 11 makes fascinating reading as it
presents a stirring account of the toils, trials, and
tribulations of the Biblical saints:

Who through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought
righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths
of lions,

Quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of
the sword, out of weakness were made strong, waxed
valiant in fight, turned to flight the armies of the
aliens,

..received their dead raised to life again:..were
tortured....
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..were stoned,..sawn asunder,..being destitute,
afflicted, tormented;

And these all, having obtained a good report
through faith, received not the promise.
Hebrews 11:33-35,37,39

Perhaps you are wondering what lay behind these
fabulous testimonies? Power to withstand comes only
through knowledge of God, which in turn gives rise
to faith in Him. Daniel 11:32 declares boldly: ...but the
people that do know their God shall be strong, and
do exploits.

Trust in the Lord

This is the age of cynicism, discouragement,
doubt, scepticism, uncertainty, and unreality, but you
will not get far in your walk with God if you allow
these negative forces to control you and become part
of your speech. Cynicism is born out of
disillusionment which hoped for an immediate
answer, but found nothing. Things may not always
turn out as we expect, but that does not alter the fact
that as God's dear children, He is in control of our
lives.

Trust in the Lord. Look not at circumstances. Do
not judge God by your feelings, but by faith, for
..without faith it is impossible to please him: for he
that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that
he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him
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(Heb. 11:6).

The bizarre and hazy ideas that occasionally float
into our heads are all efforts by the enemy to sow
seeds of doubt in our minds which he hopes will
germinate and grow into unbelief. Do you sometimes
feel uncertain? You may, but that experience changes
neither the fact of God's sovereignty nor the strength
of the power which He puts at our disposal.
Uncertainty is the inability to find something secure
on which to place one's faith. A believing Christian
has something secure upon which to anchor his faith:
God. The name of the Lord is a strong tower: the
righteous runneth into it, and is safe (Prov. 18:10).

An inability to discern God's goals and intentions
through the circumstances which He permits to come
into our life acts as a hindrance to spiritual growth.
Picture a new Christian who has just accepted the
Lord. Rapidly and unexpectedly, everything in his life
starts to go haywire —the bills begin to pile up, he has
trouble with his wife and children, and a good
neighbor suddenly becomes aggressive. The new
believer begins to wonder if he has made the right
decision in accepting Christ. But no one can convince
me that these developments are outside of the
knowledge, concern, or power of God. The new
Christian should simply settle down and take it easy,
secure in the fact that as he follows the Lord in full
faith and confidence, all these things will sort
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themselves out in good time.

Often God uses circumstances to help us find Him
or His will for us. If we are unable to discern what
God is trying to do in our lives, we will spend years
being miserable and defeated. Every problem you
face has a purpose. It moves you one step ahead. It
builds you up so ...that ye may be able to bear it.

There hath no temptation taken you but such as is
common to man: but God is faithful, who will not
suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but
will with the temptation also make a way to escape,
that ye may be able to bear it.

1 Corinthians 10:13

Beloved, there is power for your zero hour which
enables you to master your problems, bring back life,
restore the wasted years, and nourish new hope. This
power gives you the privilege of knowing that God is
taking you into His confidence.
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Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and
certain of what we do not see. This is what the ancients
were commended for.

Hebrews 11:1 Niv

Several years ago the Lord gave me a new insight
into the subject of faith. The Holy Spirit led me to the
thirteenth chapter of Genesis, where we find an
account of the patriarch Abraham.

Every story about Abraham reveals a consistent
faith-walk with God. It is therefore no exaggeration
when he is called the "father of our faith." (Rom. 4:1.)
Abraham also had the singular privilege and honor of
being called the "friend of God." (James 2:23.)
Abraham was mightily blessed of God and was
exceedingly wealthy. God honors and blesses all His
people, but Abraham was prospered of the Lord in a
dimension and magnitude which is almost beyond
our modern-day comprehension. He had no equal in
all the world!

The Faith of Abraham

The finest thing about Abraham was his faith. But
let us not think of faith as magic, as a charm by which
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to obtain something we want. Faith is not a magic
wand with which to bring God under a spell and get
from Him that which satisfies us. Instead, as Abraham
discovered, faith means approaching God with firm
confidence, humility, and submission, asking for the
blessing that is needed in order to fulfill the purpose
He has for us, or to carry out the mission He has
assigned to us.

This kind of faith is the key to abundant blessing,
greater blessings than we even imagine. God blessed
Abraham beyond measure: his household, servants,
cattle, and everything he owned were cared for by
God's loving hands.

In Genesis 13:2 we read: And Abram was very
rich in cattle, in silver, and in gold. The people of his
day looked to Abraham as a symbol of God's
provision; and, sure enough, he lived in abundant
prosperity every moment of his life. But many
Christians miss one prominent point about Father
Abraham: his obedience and faith. Abraham was
aware of God at all times and remained constantly in
submission to Him and His divine will.

Abraham was a great man of faith and obedience.
These two grand principles controlled his life.

God called Abraham in much the same way as
you and I receive the call to do one thing or another
for Him today. When we consider what Abraham was
being called from (a good land, friends, kith and kin,
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an established dwelling) and what he was being
called to (arduous journeyings, an unknown land, the
nomadic life of a pioneer), we can appreciate the
rigors of the test that God was placing before him.

But the Almighty also gave Abraham great and
precious promises. So Abraham was willing to break
the ties of his former life and move on in faith to a
new experience. The mountaintop of faith on which
Abraham dwelt was at far too high an elevation for
such a man as his nephew Lot—and would be too
high for many Christians today.

Abraham might have looked up into the starry sky
and sighed, "What a mighty God we serve; heaven
and earth adore Him." Abraham had everything a
man could wish for and more. By faith in God, he saw
only glory, glory, glory. Then, with the swiftness of
an arrow through a dark night, the crisis came.
Abraham ran into rough waters, and uncertainty
marred his glorious view. The riches and blessings
suddenly became a burden:

And there was a strife between the herdmen of
Abram's cattle and the herdmen of Lot's cattle....

And Abram said unto Lot, Let there be no strife....

Is not the whole land before thee? separate thyself,
I pray thee, from me: if thou wilt take the left hand,
then I will go to the right; or if thou depart to the right
hand, then I will go to the left.

Genesis 13:7-9
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Every word speaks of absolute submission on the
part of Abraham. There was no trace whatsoever of
panic or anxiety. Oh, how I pray that all believers will
take his cool-headedness as their example. Many
Christians run around in fear and panic when a crisis
comes; they make wrong decisions and ruin their
lives. Father Abraham gave Lot the opportunity to
take the choicest portion of the land. He had no fear.
Immediately after Abraham had made this agreement
with Lot, we read these words: And the Lord said
unto Abram...(Gen. 13:14). The reason Abraham was
so confident and so free of fear and anxiety was
because he knew that God was right there beside him
to guide, protect, and bless him whichever way he
went.

There are certain hidden truths in the nature and
character of the two men, Abraham and Lot, which
we must take note of. These truths are as relevant in
our day as they were in the days of the Old
Testament.

Abraham, in his wisdom, represents the truly
faithful, obedient follower of the Lord. He was
growing in grace and following the Lord every step of
the way. As with Abraham, God still wants to reveal
Himself to His people through everyday
circumstances and happenings. It is His purpose to do
so, and we must be aware of it.

Lot represents, no doubt, those who believe and
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are justified (2 Pet. 2:7,8), and are therefore saved
from death, but who nevertheless want to hold on to
the things of this world —its pleasures and attractions.
These, the worldly-minded, God has to continually
push forward to keep them moving in the right
direction, as the angel did with Lot in Sodom and
Gomorrah.

Lot chose for himself: God chose for Abraham.
Which of the two received the most in the long run?
Abraham, by far. In this crisis-infested generation in
which we live, it pays to let God do our choosing and
provide our solutions.

To Be on the Lord's Side

God knows those who trust in Him. Are you one
of them? The answer to God's divine choice and call is
remarkably evident in Abraham's case:

And the Lord said unto Abram, after that Lot was
separated from him, Lift up now thine eyes....

For all the land which thou seest, to thee will I give
it....

And I will make thy seed as the dust of the earth....

Arise, walk through the land...; for I will give it
unto thee.

Genesis 13:14-17

Now I pose the inevitable question: to whom do
you turn whenever a problem arises in your life like a
storm on a calm sea? When the peace is broken, the
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truce is shattered, and an unwanted confrontation
stares you in the face, whom do you call upon in that
zero hour? The psalmist wrote of those among whom
he dwelled: I am for peace: but when I speak, they
are for war (Ps. 120:7). The world has not changed,
man has not changed, but those who change the
world are the ones who hear from God.

Abraham found his shelter in the Lord. David had
the same answer. After all the trials he had endured
in life, the "sweet singer of Israel” wrote of the Lord:
He shall cover thee with his feathers, and under his
wings shalt thou trust...(Ps. 91:4).

This psalm, notably verse 4, reminds me of a scene
I once came upon during a rainstorm. The raindrops
were hitting me with the force of arrows, and since
home was far away, I decided to seek shelter behind
an old school building.

As I wiped off the drops of rain, I saw just a little
distance away a hen perched over her chicks to
protect them from the rain and cold. By fluttering her
wings, the hen warned me to keep away, which I did.
During the long period 1 stood there, the hen
preached a whole sermon to me. Even a hen takes
needless trouble to protect her chicks and keep them
safe. Yet we serve an Almighty God Who has the
whole universe in His hands. Therefore, like the
psalmist of old, we should say, "I shall not fear." This
is what Psalm 91:4 is assuring us today: "He shall
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cover thee with his feathers, and under his wings
shalt thou trust...." What a comforting picture of God,
covering us with His feathers and the wings of His

forgiving love and providential care as exhibited in
Christ:

Nay, in all these things we are more than
conquerors through him that loved us.

For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor
angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things
present, nor things to come,

Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall
be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in
Christ Jesus our Lord.

Romans 8:37-39

Someone has counted 365 "fear nots" in the Bible.
This good news is for all fear-filled days. There is a
new message of hope for each day of our life.
Abraham came face to face with his zero hour, a
moment of decision with far-reaching consequences.
God sanctioned Abraham's separation from Lot, and
then came a miracle of blessing. If we will only obey
God and walk in His ways and precepts, no good
thing will He withhold from us. (Ps. 84:11.)

Blessing Follows Obedience

Abraham discovered that blessing follows faithful
obedience to God, and so he departed and never
looked back. As a result, God said to him, I will make
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thy seed as the dust of the earth...walk through the
land...for I will give it unto thee. We can now fully
understand why the Bible says that every good and
perfect gift comes from God. (James 1:17.) The Lord
proved it in the life of Abraham.

My friend, are you going to trust God in the crisis
facing you? Or do you think you can cope alone? It
does not work out that way.

What did Abraham have which we so badly need
today? He had a teachable mind, a surrendered will,
and a committed life: all these are basic conditions for
a fruitful walk with God at all times.

Today we may surrender ourselves to a task, but
tomorrow, when something goes wrong, either we
blame God or we give up. Time and time again, I
have met individuals who surrendered to the task of
preaching the Gospel, carrying out a ministerial
responsibility, undertaking a Christian duty. Later,
when difficulties arose or the inevitable zero hour
came, they gave up and "went back to Egypt." When
hurdles arose they ended their Christian ministry.
What they should do in the first place is to surrender
to God, rather than to the task.

Failure to see this truth leads to discouragement.
Difficulties will come regardless of what type of work
we are in, but if our surrender is to the Lord instead
of to the task, we will look at obstacles from quite a
different perspective.
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You may be laboring, groaning, and crying out to
the Lord, "My business losses, my marriage troubles,
my family woes, my financial crises, my health
problems!" The "my" in your petition removes God
from you. "My" in the absence of God becomes "my"
on the way to destruction.

Turning to God

When trouble came, Abraham did the right thing;
he quickly turned to God Who picked up the broken
pieces of his life. God assured Abraham, "Friend, let
us start all over again." Abraham bowed to God's
grand proposition and humbly followed His
direction.

All over the world, in every culture and society
and among every class of people, the experience of
being born again creates a wall of demarcation, even a
wall of separation, between the believer and the
world. And this division underscores the Bible
commandment, Wherefore come out from among
them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord...(2 Cor.
6:17).

If you know anything about the Corinthian
church, you will understand why God gave the order
through Paul to come out and be separate. This is not
separation as many unregenerate minds consider it;
we are not all commanded to become monks or
hermits, to exclude ourselves from society in a
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monastery or on an isolated hilltop. This is not what
the Bible means by separation. What the Scriptures
mean when they speak of separation from the world
is the fact that our renewed and regenerated mind
does not conform any more to this world's standards.
We don't think as the world thinks, neither do we
behave as it behaves. Our aspirations are geared to
fulfilling God's purposes, not our own selfish
ambitions. This change comes from walking every
day in fresh realization of God's will and plans for our
life.

We have all heard of believers who have been
rejected by their families. Sometimes your relatives
will no longer speak to you when you choose to
follow the path of righteousness and the way of the
Lord. But have no regret, for if you stand steadfast,
and prove faithful to the calling of God, your brethren
will come knocking at your door seeking counsel. It
happened to Joseph, and it can happen to you.

David Livingstone, the great missionary, had a
moving story to tell and a living testimony relevant to
every believer. After graduating from the university,
he felt the call of God to Africa. With that call came an
earnest, burning desire to serve the Lord and bring
the light of Jesus Christ to the Dark Continent.

"I am preparing to sail to Africa and take the Good
News to the blacks," Livingstone told a university
colleague as they walked together one evening.
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Suddenly, as if bitten by a rattlesnake, and with
the finesse of an Olympic gold medalist, his friend
sprang away and landed on the other side of the
sidewalk. He stood staring at Livingstone with a
reddened face and a shocked expression.

"Livingstone, what is the matter with you?" the
colleague asked incredulously. "Are you normal?”

Livingstone walked over to his friend and, with
the characteristic calmness of a thoroughbred
Christian set on a divine commission, just nodded his
head in affirmation, stating, "I must go to Africa!"

Shaking his head in disbelief, the colleague, with
renewed fervor and confidence, retorted, "Well, I am
going to stay in London, go into business, and make a
name for myself."

Livingstone died in the jungles of Africa sharing
the love of God with poor underprivileged people,
but his death brought the whole of England to a
standstill. A special ship brought home his remains.
He was honored posthumously and millions filed
past his coffin to pay homage to a man who stood for
God. His body was ceremoniously carried to
Westminster Abbey, the last resting place of many
great men of renown.

Today, David Livingstone has a place in history;
he has left an indelible mark. His boastful and
conceited friend died forgotten and unsung.
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If you will only stand for God when the moment
of decision comes, the great "I AM" will not forsake
you.

Your Moment of Decision

There may be times when your colleagues will
desert you, and your family and loved ones no longer
trust you, because the cross is an offense to them.
Even your oldest and dearest friends may no longer
confide in you. Suddenly, you become a scarecrow, an
object of ridicule and scorn.

"How can anyone be so foolish as to depend upon
God alone?" they may ponder as you pass by on your
way to church. They may even feel that you have a
few screws loose in your head. "This cannot be just
ordinary religion, it must be a fanatical sect," they
may conclude as they stand in judgment upon you.

But listen, my friend! If your conversion is real
and thorough, your family and friends will eventually
resolve to find out more about i