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  Preface


  People have all sorts of theories concerning the future. In this book, I share with you details given by the Bible of what happens after death. I think that every Christian must be aware of what happens after death.


  Why do we postulate when we do not have reliable information?


  When I was in secondary school, I didn't gamble with my life. I took every single exam seriously, and made sure I passed. I intended to have a good life in the years ahead. In the same way, I do not intend to gamble with my life now. I do not intend to toy with the issues of life after death.


  Friend, I don't want to go to hell. I intend to go to heaven. This book is meant to save you from gambling your life away. Why go to hell when you can go to heaven? I once met someone who asked whether I could prove what I said to him in a test tube.


  However, I can show you from the Book of Books what will happen. I hope this book will answer that question: Where did they go? And I hope it will also show you where YOU must go.
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  Chapter 1


  


  The Great Mystery


   All over the world, funerals are held everyday. You probably attended one not long ago!


  One sight which is common in every city, every town, and every village, is the funeral procession or burial service.


  In my home city of Accra, Ghana, cemeteries get very busy at weekends. And though we would rather not think about it, funerals are a constant reminder that in the midst of life, death is ever present with us.


  During memorial services, glowing tribute is paid to the dead (even if they were bad people)! We sob and show our grief with mournful church music in the background.


  While attending a funeral at Mankessim (a small town on the south coast of Ghana), I had the opportunity to learn about some of the elaborate rituals performed for the dead. The corpse had several changes of clothing (more like a fashion show)!


  First, it was wrapped in Kente a rich, colourful, hand-woven cloth. Then it was dressed in a suit. Afterwards, in a Freemason’s uniform, etc.


  In fact, there was a superfluous show of belated affection as friends and relations fussed over the corpse, stumbling over each other to pay their last respects. A new road leading to the funeral grounds had even been constructed. As you can see, funerals in Africa are BIG events!


  Now like this man, many people known to us have died. Expired! Passed away! But...wait a minute!


  Where did all these departed souls go? I mean our friends, relations and loved ones who died, “Where did they go?” Think about it. Did they just slip into their graves to “rest in peace”? Or did they vanish mysteriously elsewhere?


  What happened to the victims of war in Bosnia, Rwanda and all the other war-torn parts of the world? And what happened to the many AIDS victims who died?


  Can anyone tell me where our ancestors are right now?


  One thing we know for sure is, they are no longer with us. So where did they go?


  In this book, I intend to answer these questions.


  


  


  Chapter 2


  


  Beyond the Grave


   As a medical doctor, I have probably seen more people dying than the average man. With our high mortality rate in Africa, death is not a rare sight in some Ghanaian hospitals.


  I remember my horror when, as a new medical student, I first entered the mortuary. The place was filled with the stench of death, and all around me were naked bodies of men, women and children. Some were young, others were old. Most had been struck down in the prime of life. Rich and poor lay side by side, all pride and dignity forgotten in this helpless state.


  Really, I think everybody should at one stage in life, visit a mortuary. Then maybe we would realize the uselessness of this temporary life.


  As the Bible says, “All is vanity”.


  As medical students working at the Accident Centre, we could encounter up to ten fatalities from one road accident alone. It was very distressing, and made one wonder where all these souls were going.


  When a man dies, his spirit leaves his body. Without the spirit the body is dead. When Jesus died on the cross, the Bible makes us to know that He yielded up the ghost. This means that He gave up the spirit. His spirit came out of His body.


  Likewise, we learn in the seventh chapter of Acts that when Stephen was being stoned to death, he said, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.”


  We can see here that when a man dies, his spirit moves from one point to another. The spirit cannot be affected by physical death. So although the body itself decomposes and returns to dust, the spirit lives on eternally.


  I have seen people die on hospital wards very often. You can almost see their spirits coming out of them as they gasp for their last breath. One minute they are alive, the next minute...they pop off. Gone!


  But where do their spirits go? Let’s go beyond the grave and find out where they went. You see, according to God’s Word, there is an appointment we must all keep after death.


  ...it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgement:


  Hebrews:9:27


  Basically, this judgement is a time for separation: when Christ (our Judge) takes His own (those who have yielded their lives to Him), and casts the rebellious sinners into Hell.


  ...and HE SHALL SEPARATE THEM one from another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats:


  Matthew 25:32


  Talking about unrepentant sinners, Jesus said:


  And these shall go away into everlasting punishment: but the righteous into life eternal.


  Matthew 25:46


  The fact is, there are only two destinations beyond the grave HEAVEN AND HELL. The spirits of those who were righteous in Christ go to be with the Father in Heaven, while the spirits of those who rejected Jesus will be cast down to Hell.


  Dear friend, there is more to life than marriage, money and your retirement home.


  I know a man who has a special bank account for his burial. He has everything planned out carefully to the last detail. Others have given elaborate instructions concerning their coffins and their graves.


  But that is where their plans end


  Little do they realize that they are going beyond the grave!


  


  


  Chapter 3


  


  Hell Is Real


   If there are only two destinations beyond the grave after death, then there cannot be a third place “Purgatory”. Here, a soul is supposed to be kept for a while, until he is purged from his sins and carried to Heaven. That is just another lie of the devil!


  Hell is not a reform school. According to Mark 9:44, it is a place: “Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched.”


  Here, our Judge Himself warns us about Hell and its unimaginable horrors, and offers us a wonderful and better alternative Heaven.


  He said:


  ...I go and prepare a place for you...that where I am, there ye may be also.


  John 14:3


  One reason why we can believe in the existence of Hell is that Jesus Himself preached more about Hell than many other subjects!


  For example, in the book of Luke, chapter 16, Jesus recounts the story of the rich man and Lazarus in graphic detail. Notice that this is no parable.


  In fact, Jesus began by saying, “There was a certain rich man...” In other words, there existed a particular person, not a figment of His own imagination. It goes on to say that the rich man died, and was buried.


  



  And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments...                                                                   Luke 16:23


  Note that though his body had been buried, he could still see, hear and feel tormented. All this was happening in a particular place a “place of torment” (verse 28).


  These events actually occurred somewhere. And that place is real.


  
    

  


  


  


  Chapter 4


  


  Automatic Candidates for Hell


   My wife Adelaide and I have tried to set a godly example in our home, doing our best to bring up our children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.


  But right from their infancy, I observed to my amazement a naughtiness in them, which could not have come out of a godly atmosphere of love and peace.


  Who taught them to be so stubborn and disobedient? Who taught them to lie? Where did they pick it up from?


  The Bible explains that sin came into the world (and into our children) through Adam.


  You see, Adam was the father of the entire human race. And when he sinned, he passed on that sinful nature to all his descendants like a hereditary disease a family trait.


  Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned:


  Romans 5:12


  This is why you do not have to teach a child how to lie. He just lies naturally. It comes automatically. Children steal and cheat automatically. They are self-willed and disobedient by nature. It just happens. And you did the same thing when you were a child, because we were all born in sin. We take after our forefather Adam. In fact, sin is a family trait of the entire human race. That is why the Bible says:


  For ALL have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;


  Romans 3:23


  Now, we know from God’s Word that the wages of sin is death everlasting separation from God. Another word for “wages” is payment or salary.


  Your salary is your entitlement; what you are entitled to, which means what you get for what you have done.


  And what we get for being sinners is eternal separation from a righteous God. That is why man in his natural condition is considered spiritually dead, instead of being spiritually alive to the things of God.


  Have you noticed that all over the world the dead are separated from the living? Even cemeteries are usually located out of town to separate the living from the dead.


  Think about all your loved ones who have died in the past. In spite of all the love you had for them, you could no longer share your home with them because they had developed a condition called “death”.


  They were buried in the graveyard, out of sight. And you left them there, because their condition made it impossible for you to have fellowship with them.


  That is exactly how it is with God. Spiritually dead man is separated from a Holy God. Unless he is born again spiritually, and reconciled to God through Christ, man is headed for Hell. God’s Word explains it simply:


  Therefore as sin came into the world through one man, and death as the result of sin, SO DEATH SPREAD TO ALL MEN [no one being able to stop it or to escape its power] because ALL MEN SINNED.


  Romans 5:12 AMP


  Adam’s sin turned men into natural born sinners, which resulted in a death sentence being passed on all men. This makes us all automatic candidates for Hell. In other words, every unsaved soul is bound to end up in Hell, from the President to the poorest man in the village.


  So you see, it is very easy to arrive at this fearful destination. Even if we just sit down, doing nothing (just minding our own business), we will still end up there. It is automatic. Our “Adamic” nature ensures that.


  Jesus, in His compassion for mankind urged men to believe on Him and flee from sin so that we would not perish, but have everlasting life.


  Unfortunately, most people have not accepted this invitation, and have died in their sins, passing away into Hell. Alas, multitudes have literally poured into Hell over the years.


  Multitudes? You mean masses of people?


  Yes, I am afraid so.


  Jesus said:


  Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and MANY THERE BE WHICH GO IN THEREAT:


  Matthew 7:13


  


  


  Chapter 5


  


  Where Is Hell?


   You might ask, “If there is such a place as Hell, then where exactly is it?”


  Well, according to God’s Word, Hell is beneath us. Its specific geographical location is underground. Down under. Below us. Isaiah says:


  Hell from BENEATH is moved…to meet thee...


  Isaiah 14:9


  In a book I read, a man of God gives a very vivid testimony about dying and going to Hell. He had been stricken with an incurable heart disease which kept him bedfast most of the time.


  Doctors gave him only a few months to live. The illness got worse till it came to a point where he knew he was dying. Mind you, he had been baptized and had been going to church all his life, but he was not saved.


  He goes on to say that after death laid its icy hands on his body, he felt his spirit (his real self, the inner man) coming out of his body. He could see his lifeless body on the bed. Then he began to go down. As he went down into the pitch darkness, it became hotter and hotter. When he could go no further, a fearsome, beastly creature emerged from the darkness. The foul, demonic monster grabbed his hand to receive him. Then it began to pull him through the thick darkness towards the unbearable heat.


  Suddenly, a voice boomed from above. He did not understand the language. But the hand released him immediately, and his spirit sort of floated back up to the earth and into his body. This happened two more times, and each time his spirit was released to go back to the surface and into his body. Some months later his heart failed again and he died. But this time he was born again. So, when his spirit came out of his body, he began to go up instead of down. This was sheer bliss a totally different experience from his descent to Hell.


  Just then, he heard a voice saying, “Go back to earth! Your work is not done!”


  I believe this testimony by this man, because it lines up with Scripture.


  In Isaiah 14:15, the Bible talks about being “cast down to hell.” So does Psalm 55:15.


  And while Ezekiel 32:27 talks about going down to Hell, Paul is even more specific in the fourth chapter of the book of Ephesians:


  Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men. (Now that he ascended, what is it but that he also descended first into the LOWER PARTS OF THE EARTH?


  Ephesians 4:8-9


  The lower parts of the earth! Just think about it. So all this “descending” and “going down” leads somewhere after all! Where? The lower parts of the earth, that is where!


  Dear friend, Hell is not (as some have foolishly supposed), a gathering of all departed Rock and Reggae stars for an endless “jam”. Mind you, there is no electricity in Hell, though there are many “wailers”.


  In fact, the only thing that is close to singing in Hell is groaning, weeping and gnashing of teeth!


  Hell cannot be just a state of mind. To dismiss it as an empty threat would be very risky indeed. Hell actually exists. It is a tangible, physical place and its location is down underin the lower parts of the earth. Even as you read this, some people you know are crying for help that will never, ever come.


  


  


  Chapter 6


  


  Different Departments in Hell


  The souls of men who die without Christ are not just flung into Hell indiscriminately. Hell is divided into different areas, prepared for different classifications of people. Yes, in the midst of the darkness, torment, pain, screaming, and all the horrors in the furnace, there is some order.


  First, there is a sort of “reception” area.


  Hell from beneath is moved...to MEET thee at thy coming...


  Isaiah 14:9


  And here, we are not talking about polite receptionists in an air-conditioned office!


  When the perished soul arrives in Hell, he is probably met by the most repulsive, foul-smelling, reptilian beasts at the gates of Hell. Then he is assigned to the part of Hell where the punishment most fits the crime.


  For a fire is kindled in mine anger, and shall burn unto the LOWEST hell, and shall consume the earth with her increase, and set on fire the foundations of the mountains.


  Deuteronomy 32:22


  Notice the expression here: lowest Hell. That is the superlative of the word “low” as in:


  Low


  …………Lower


  ……………………….LOWEST


  They are not the same. There is a progression here. One level differs from the other.


  Now let us look at it again this way:


  Low Hell


  …………….Lower Hell


  …………………………LOWEST HELL.


  So you see, there are different levels in Hell and the lower the level, the greater the torment.


  God is a just God, with a fairer sense of justice than all of us put together. Therefore, the severity of the punishment will be proportional to the sins committed.


  For example, those who have caused the death of so many people through wars, murder and witchcraft, may get a more severe punishment than perhaps, pickpockets or petty thieves.


  Even in our earthly legal system there is a sense of fairness in the administration of justice. We pronounce different judgements for different crimes. Even our prisons have different areas, solitary confinement and so on. That is probably the way it is in Hell.


  There are various departments reserved for different groups of people. Now, let us discover what classes of people are predominant in Hell.


  


  


  Chapter 7


  


  Hell: A “Big Shot” Society


   Hell from beneath is moved for thee to meet thee at thy coming: it stirreth up the dead for thee, even ALL THE CHIEF ONES OF THE EARTH; it hath raised up from their thrones ALL THE KINGS OF THE NATIONS.


  Isaiah 14:9


  Observe from the Scripture above that Hell has become the permanent address of many CHIEF ONES and KINGS OF THE NATIONS. This refers to kings, emperors, presidents, statesmen, film stars, business tycoons. These are the high and mighty in the society, the wealthy and the influential; the great leaders in history, the chief ones of the earth!


  Basically, Hell is a “big-shot” society, full of high class and noble people.


  This is not to say, of course, that there are no poor people there. However, the well-known disregard for the things of God by many rich people has over the centuries populated Hell with them.


  While the Bible makes it clear that the poor are generally rich in faith, not many noble people have chosen the way to salvation.


  And why should they? With all the comforts of affluence, the rich and powerful see no need for God. No wonder Jesus said the rich would find it hard to get to Heaven because of the deceitfulness of riches.


  So where are all the heads of state, pop stars, great philosophers, business magnates and other famous world figures who have died?


  Well, according to the Bible most of them are in Hell.


  And, while we hold state funerals for them and erect monuments in their honour, the old-timers of Hell will be saying to the newcomers: Art thou also become like us?


  ...Art THOU ALSO become weak as we? art thou become like unto us? THY POMP IS BROUGHT DOWN to the grave, and the noise of thy viols: the worm is spread under thee, and the worms cover thee.


  Isaiah 14:10, 11


  I have to say this; that those who are far from God in this life, will still be far from God after death. Unfortunately, our glowing tributes will not change their destination. Neither can their wealth or their achievements buy them a place in Heaven.


  It should not be surprising then, that Hell’s roll call will sound like a “Who’s Who” of the rich and famous.


  A “big shot” society indeed!


  


  


  Chapter 8


  


  Hell Is Expanding


   Therefore HELL HATH ENLARGED HERSELF, and OPENED HER MOUTH WITHOUT MEASURE…


  Isaiah 5:14


  I remember that during my years as a medical student, housing for new doctors was woefully inadequate. The authorities began the construction of new blocks of flats, to accommodate the increasing number of newly-qualified doctors. Thus, with the inflow of many more doctors, the doctors’ flats begun to expand.


  In a similar way, Hell is currently undergoing some major rehabilitation and extension works. What for? In order to cater for the multitudes who, alas, are streaming in.


  Let us take another look at the Bible’s report on the project:


  THEREFORE HELL HATH ENLARGED HERSELF, and OPENED HER MOUTH WITHOUT MEASURE: and their glory, and their multitude, and their pomp, and he that rejoiceth, shall descend into it.


  Isaiah 5:14


  The mouth of Hell is probably the main gate of Hell. This is also being worked upon. It is being enlarged! It is being worked upon. It is being enlarged! How alarming! This means Hell is expecting much more human traffic! Dear friend, preparations are being made for you if you are not a Christian. This should make you sit up!


  This should also make the church of God sit up. It should shake us out of our slumber. It should make everybody sit up, especially those living in sin.


  


  Chapter 9


  Why Men Go to Hell


  As a teenager, I regularly attended church and gave offerings, but I never heard anything about being born again. Never! Instead, I was made to understand that if I recited three Hail Marys and The Lord’s Prayer once a day, I would make it to Heaven.


  

  



  However, if I had died, I would have perished in Hell, in spite of all my good intentions. What a shame!


  Ignorance is sending more people to Hell than we imagine. I mean, people are simply not in the know! No wonder Isaiah says:


  Therefore my people are gone into captivity, BECAUSE THEY HAVE NO KNOWLEDGE: and their honourable men are famished, and their multitude dried up with thirst. Therefore hell hath enlarged herself, and opened her mouth without measure...


  Isaiah 5:13,14a


  Nobody in their right minds would go to Hell if they really knew what it was all about. After all, most people want to serve God. That is why they practise religion. Actually, religion is man’s search for God. But Jesus is the only way to God. Anyone who desires to do business with God can only do so through Jesus John 14:6, 1Timothy 2:5.


  Today, many churches are full of sincere people seeking God. But without the proper teaching from the pulpit about God’s plan of salvation, many churchgoers will be disappointed at the last trumpet. Speaking of the Jews, Paul testified that they indeed had a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge.


  For BEING IGNORANT of the righteousness that God ascribes (which makes one acceptable to Him in word, thought and deed), and seeking to establish a righteousness (a means of salvation) of their own, they did not obey or submit themselves to God’s righteousness.


  Romans 10:3 AMP


  What is God’s prescription for finding Heaven and avoiding Hell? Jesus said:


  ...Except a man be born again, he cannot see the Kingdom of God.


  John 3:3


  My dear friend, YOU MUST BE BORN AGAIN! There is no other option. You must receive Christ as your personal Saviour. Being born again is not a new idea being propagated by some young churches. It is a fundamental, biblical instruction given by Christ to everyone! I know of course, that many people are sincere but mistaken. However, I am sad to say that sincerity alone will not save anybody.


  I also believe that every single Christian (especially pastors) will also give account to God, for withholding vital information about the reality of Hell from others. If souls are perishing because of ignorance, then those with knowledge will definitely be held accountable.


  


  


  Chapter 10


  


  Is a Transfer Possible?


   AND IN HELL...BEING IN TORMENTS...HE CRIED...


  Luke 16:23, 24


  One big-shot found himself in Hell. From a distance he saw a former hustler relaxing in Heaven. One thing I am sure about is that this man was very surprised to find himself in Hell and conscious, even after death.


  In his desperation, he sent a telex to Abraham asking for a possible transfer! But Abraham explained to him that transfer out of Hell was not going to be possible! Hell is a permanent situation!


  As the anguish of this man worsened, he sent another telex asking for a drop of water, not even a glass.


  Dear friend, make sure you do not get into Hell, because once you are there, there is no way out!


  


  


  Chapter 11


  


  Escape from Hell


   Dear Lord,


  I do not want to go to Hell. I realize I am a sinner. Please forgive me. Please come into my heart and be my Saviour. I accept and receive You NOW as my Master. I will obey Your Word from today. Please help me to serve You from now on. Thank you Jesus.


  Amen!


  


  Chapter 12


  Use Me, Lord!


  Let us prayerfully say:


  Father use me. Lord may my life, my words and my actions prevent others from going to Hell. If You can use anything Lord, please use me.


  Amen.


  **********
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