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INTRODUCTION

A number of years ago the Lord began dealing with me about writing and
speaking on lost themes — truths in the body of Christ that have been understated
or discarded but that need to be restored. The Real Spirit Of Revival is a part of
that assignment.

Some examples of such themes would include the end times, the rapture of the
Church! and the return of the Lord, heaven, hell, and holiness, the judgment seat
of Christ etc. He said that there’s got to be more preaching on these themes for
they are emphasized in the holy Scriptures. He also told me that there has been a
diabolical silence on holiness that has greatly weakened the character of the
Church and opened a door to doctrines of devils.

The absence or dilution of these vital truths has created a large gap between the
profession and practice of true Christianity in our day, and thus filled our society
with much deception. The fear of the Lord which is the foundation of loving and
receiving these truths is sadly lacking in the Church world today.

Have you ever asked yourself or quietly wondered

1. The word 'Church' is capitalized throughout the book to denote the Universal Church, otherwise it is left lower case to refer to the
local church.

why so many in the Church lack a strong devotion
and dedication to God?

Why are there so many professing Christians who still pursue the lusts and
pleasures of the world? What kind of conversion experience does someone
possess if there is no personal transformation or lifestyle change? These are
difficult heart-searching questions that demand answers if we are to see change
in our day.

Here are a few other questions to ask ourselves: Why is there such a disparity
between Christianity in the book of Acts and what we are seeing today
especially in the Western world? What caused people in the early Church to sell
all their possessions and distribute the proceeds among those who were in need?



In the midst of great persecution what enabled these first century Christians to
continue to serve the Lord fervently? Where did the early apostles and the
persecuted Church throughout the ages get the courage and the strength to
continue to preach a gospel that was getting them beaten, tortured, and killed
when the biggest struggle for many in the Western Church today is the fear of
rejection and a need for self-esteem?

I strongly believe that the answer to all these questions and the cure to all the ills
that face the Church today are to be found in personal revival in the lives of
professing Christians. Without the holy fire of God burning in our hearts we will
not be equipped to overcome the complacency, lethargy, and apathy so common
in the Church world today. We also will not be able to endure the increasing
spiritual warfare and anti-Christ spirit so prevalent in the Western world.
Furthermore, it is the fire of God in our lives that will prepare us for the glory of
the Lord and the coming harvest of souls, as well as the Lord’s soon return. It is
so critical in the dark hour we live in that we burn for Jesus!

The truths in this book are strong spiritual nourishment, and they have touched
me and impacted my own life deeply. When someone is use to a light diet or an
unhealthy dose of junk food it will take a little while to adjust to solid nutritious
food again. But that’s what the Lord wants for His people in this hour so they
can be healed and strengthened, and then bear fruit that remains. May the Lord
give you such a love for truth so that you will never again be afraid of
confrontation and correction. The Lord chastens and corrects those He loves. His
love is what gives us value and worth.

“Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should
be called the sons of God” (1 John 3:1)!

Remember also that God never makes demands of you without empowering you
to respond to those demands. He has sent us the Helper, the mighty Holy Spirit
to aid us in every way.

God our Father holds nothing back from us. All that we need to live for Him has
been given freely.

“He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how



shall He not with Him also freely give us all things” (Rom 8:32).

The word “freely” in this verse is the same root word for grace. God gives grace.
God graciously gives us all things. He equips us to receive His word and do it. It
would be unjust for God to ask us to do something we could not do. This means
that what God gives is never the problem. It’s what we give Him. The heart and

soul of revival is that God wants more of me, and that is the message of this
book.

We all need more of His holy fire. If you’ve allowed the flame of His fire to
grow dim in you, do not be discouraged, but put all your hope in God. He will
ignite you again and empower you with great grace as you yield and submit your
heart and life to Him.

Thank you for taking the time to delve into the pages of this book.
I give God all honor and glory for any blessing that it brings.
Let’s pray:

“Heavenly Father, I open up my heart and life to you. Have your way in me.
Create a hunger in me. Light a fire in me. Grant me a spirit of wisdom and
revelation that the eyes of my understanding may be enlightened. May the words
of this book prepare me for your glory, for the harvest, and for your soon return.
May I never be the same in Jesus name. Amen.”






CHAPTER 1
HARDNESS OF HEART

The most dangerous thing that happens in a church or a society is the hardening
of people's hearts. The battle of all ages from the beginning of time has been for
the passions of mankind. In Jesus' own discourse concerning the end times He
constantly addressed the condition of people's hearts as being the number one
priority to watch over.

“But take heed to yourselves, lest your hearts be weighed down with carousing
(to indulge in extravagant pursuit of pleasure), drunkenness, and cares of this
life (anxious about daily life), and that day come on you unexpectedly; for it
will come as a snare on all those who dwell on the face of the whole earth.
Watch therefore, and pray always that you may be counted worthy to escape all
things that will come to pass, and to stand before the Son of man” (Lk 21:34-
36).

and will hate one another. Then many false prophets will rise up and deceive
many. And because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow cold
(people’s hearts). But he who endures to the end shall be saved” (Mat 24:10-
12).

The apostle Paul gave similar warnings concerning the condition of people’s
hearts:

“Now the Spirit expressly says that in the latter times some will depart from

the faith...” (1 Tim 4:1).

“But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come: For men will be
lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers,



disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, unloving, unforgiving, slanderers,
without self-control, brutal, despisers of good, traitors, headstrong, haughty,
lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God...” (2 Tim 3:1-4).

“For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but
according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap
up for themselves teachers; and they will turn their ears away from_the_truth,
and be turned aside to fables” (2 Tim 4:3-4).

Other New Testament writers also reveal parallels between the end times and the
condition of people's hearts being a major factor in the increase of sin and the
departure from Christian morals, virtues, and values.

The Spirit of the Lord made this statement to me: “Hardness of heart is the
number one hindrance to revival.” If a person is not pursuing the Lord in their
lives there will be some degree of hardness of heart in them. The prophet Hosea
referred to hardness of heart as fallow ground (Hosea 10:12). Fallow ground is
ground or soil that was once cultivated but has grown hard and barren and needs
to be broken up or cultivated again. This describes the hearts of many believers
in this hour.

Personal revival begins by looking at yourself and your own heart (1 Cor 11:31;
2 Cor 7:1; 13:5). We must examine ourselves and judge ourselves in the light of
the Scriptures so we won't be judged and condemned with the world. The threat
to personal revival occurs when Christians don't think they need to be changed.

In the Church today there is much deception because people have been made to
believe that their entire consecration is not necessary for them to be followers of
Jesus. Many have never been made to see the degree of hindrance their flesh is
having on their spiritual lives. Statistics from recent surveys reveal that
approximately eighty percent (80%) of the people in our churches today serve
themselves. Many who attend Bible believing churches are there to learn to be a
success in life and/or ministry, but so few really pursue the heart of God.

Charles Finney made the following quote: “There is a certain type of Christian
that although being constructively involved in the church and pass off as being
very good Christians are useless in revival. I do not mean that they are wicked,
but they have a form of piety which has no fire and efficiency and actually repels
new believers, and wards off the truth.”



Personal revival births a holy enthusiasm and a fire in you. Could you keep
silent if someone gave you a cure for all cancers, but told you not to tell
anyone? If you really believed in the cure, you could not keep from sharing this
with cancer patients everywhere. In the same way, when the kingdom of God
touches your life you cannot remain silent. Jesus is the cure for sin and every
damnable thing that would impoverish your life and spirit. Enjoying Jesus in
your heart will automatically result in you sharing Him with your life and with
your mouth. What is the depth of your personal response to the way Jesus has
touched your life? That is how your love for God is measured.

If you expect to make spiritual progress in your life you cannot bypass the
thorough examination and evaluation of your own heart. Are you on fire? Does
your heart burn for Jesus? Are you hungry to know Him and to walk closer to
Him? Is your heart tender? Do you weep easily when something precious
touches your heart? Do you love and care for your brother? Do you love the
lost and those without Christ? Are you filled with joy in worship because of
God's presence? Do you freely express yourself in worship to God? Do you
share your heart freely with loved ones? Do you hug your children and tell them
regularly that you love them dearly? Do you do the same to your spouse? If you
have difficulty answering these questions in the affirmative then you are not free.
Your heart has been hardened.

Keeping your heart is the biggest job you'll ever have on this side of heaven (Pr
4:23). Anyone who has turned back from following the Lord missed it on this
one point. Examine your life and heart thoroughly, be completely honest with
yourself, or you will not make any spiritual progress. If you pile good works on
top of the impurities of your heart, you will end up in further deception. The
reason we have to deal with our hearts is because we must empty ourselves first
before the Lord can fill us. Being filled with the Spirit of God is the position our
hearts need to be in especially in these last days. That was the difference
between the wise and foolish virgins (Mat 25). One group had enough oil and
the other did not. God wants to anoint us with fresh oil (Ps 92:10) so that we
will be strong in Him and we won’t be easily distracted, diverted, or deceived by
the spirit of this age.

The Lord is endeavoring to get Christians to pay closer attention to their spiritual
lives because of what is coming on the earth. We have robbed God not because
we haven't paid our tithes and offerings, but because we have not given Him our



lives. If Jesus has your life and your heart He also has your money.

If you want to break up the fallow ground of your heart, you must begin looking
at yourself through the mirror of the Word (Jam 1:23-24). The old timers
preached this and would even go as far as instructing people to make a list of
all their sins and shortcomings. They believed that this was a necessary part of
dealing with a person's heart and breaking up the hardness. There is a place for
this to be done today even in the light of our redemption and of the new creation
realities of who we are in Christ. How easily things can slip into the closet of
our hearts and become stumbling blocks in our fellowship with God! How
easily wrong thoughts, attitudes, and motives can seat themselves in our hearts,
and we are unaware of the damage they do. Allow the Holy Spirit to be your
searchlight. Allow Him to reveal the issues of your own heart and to also
empower change in you. Break up the fallow ground!

“Sow for yourselves righteousness; reap in mercy; break up your fallow
ground, for it is time to seek the Lord, until He comes and rains righteousness
on you” (Hosea 10:12).

In view of both the darkness on the earth and the coming rain of the Spirit,
preparation of the soil is so necessary so that we can receive the full benefits of
the rain of the Spirit. The rain will be lost unless the soil is properly cultivated.
The rain can even be falling all around and yet not be producing in certain spots.

Soil that is hard cannot receive seed. There is fallow ground in our lives that
needs to be plowed and cultivated. Soil that once produced fruit in the past can
become crusty. Soil that was broken up last year can be wasted and lost this
year. Many believers want personal revival without the plowing of the fallow
ground of their hearts.

The breaking up of fallow ground is not a one-time thing. We need to constantly
watch over the condition of our hearts. Abandoned and neglected soil receives
no seed and produces no fruit.

There are preachers today who are out of the ministry who once used to weep
with broken hearts for lost souls. Now they are angry and bitter. Persecuted
churches in other countries wonder why American Christians never weep. There
are churches that less than five years ago had the touch of God upon them, but
today they are wastelands.



A person can harden his heart without even knowing it. Little foxes can get in
and spoil your fruit (Sos 2:15). This is why it is so important to constantly
evaluate the state of your heart. The heart can be deceitful. You can develop
blind spots that keep you from seeing yourself as you really are. Others can
often see what you can't see. I preached for years with great passion, but the
Spirit of God showed me that I was hard-hearted in my preaching and in other
areas of my life as well. It was a rude awakening for me to realize this. It has
been said that before God makes a man, He will break a man. Like a coconut, in
order to get the ingredients, the shell must be cracked.

It took several weeks of praying extensively in the Holy Ghost and fasting for
the Lord to purge me of these things without me losing my boldness and
intensity in God. And in order to keep what I've gained in the spirit there must
continue to be a constant coming before the Lord. Last year's brokenness won't
do. Last year's burden won't do. Last year's vision won't do. Last year's
plowing won't do. To take new ground you've got to plow new ground. Putting
the plow to your soul is painful but produces fruit unto holiness. And holiness is
the habitation of God. When the heart is humbled you have broken up fallow
ground and the Spirit of God can produce holiness in your life.

Communing with God from your heart helps you to break up that fallow ground
and makes it increasingly difficult to stay hard in your heart. It is human nature
to only call on God in your hour of trial when you have failed or when you need
Him most, but you must learn to start out with God. Call on Him before you
ever fall or fail. Call on Him before He sends the rain.

May the grace and peace of God be multiplied to you through the knowledge of
the Holy One, God's most precious Son.
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CHAPTER 2
PERSONAL REVIVAL

In the apostle Paul’s writings to the churches he reminded them to “put off the
old man” and to “put on the new man.” If these Christians were new creations
then why did Paul have to tell them to put off the old man, and not to lie, steal,
be angry, use filthy language, etc. and to put on the new man with all its godly
qualities (Eph 5, Col 3)? The apostle Peter also encouraged the early Christians
to make their calling and election sure lest they stumble (2 Pet 1:10). The
apostle John told the early Christians not to love the world (I John 2:15-17).
Jude admonished them to earnestly contend for the faith (Jude 3). Why the
constant admonitions to walk in righteousness, truth, and holiness to born again,
Spirit-filled believers?

I praise God for the move of the Holy Spirit. I praise God for revivals that have
promoted Christianity throughout the nations. I have found, however, that it is
the daily life of Christians in their conduct and conversation that marks their
relationship with God. It is so easy to slip into a mundane, complacent, and even
sinful lifestyle unless these admonitions and times of both personal and
corporate revival are frequent.

Some Christians need wake-up calls about every six months. I have seen them
hot one day and cold the next. I have seen them excited for a little while and
then discouraged and depressed later on. I’ve been there myself. We all need
renewal in the Spirit. We all need personal revival.

While one of the primary purposes of grace is to make the saints of God
conscious of their righteousness in Christ, the scriptures also admonish us to
“examine ourselves” (2 Cor 13:5) and to “judge ourselves” (1 Cor 11:31) and



to “cleanse ourselves” (2 Cor 7:1). The victory comes when you “through the
Spirit put to death the deeds of the body” (Rom 8:13). You must put to death
the deeds of the body, but it is through the Spirit that this is done. It is in
“beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, that we are being transformed
into the same image from glory to glory by the Spirit of the Lord” (2 Cor
3:18). This means that the glory of the Lord in your earthen vessel is reflected
and carried according to your understanding of the image of Christ.

Many times Christians confuse self-effort and works, with the grace of God.
The image of Christ distinguishes between the two. It is the image of Christ in
you, the hope of glory (Col 1:27) that creates grace in you. That grace is
frustrated in you when you continually identify more with yourself than with
Christ. Yes, while the Scriptures have much to say about the importance of
works, you must understand that works born of grace and faith are the only
works that are acceptable to God.

Still every believer is admonished to examine themselves and judge themselves
in the light of Christ and the Scriptures. As I’ve said, personal revival is aborted
in our lives when we do not believe we need to be, or can be changed. People
have to be made to see that in order to be a true disciple they must make an
entire consecration of everything to Christ. We need a revelation of the degree
of hindrance our flesh is to the glory of God in us. The truth is that if we are not
engaged in sanctification and the pursuit of God we will never experience
personal revival. Grace is necessary and available for this. So what is the
problem? Our flesh!

The problem has been that many know of their righteousness of God in Christ
and that they’ve been saved by grace through faith, but they do not know how to
apply grace and the help of the Spirit for transformation and personal revival.

How does one put off the old man and put on the new man? How does someone
engage the Spirit in helping them with the infirmities of their flesh? How does
one overcome bad habits? The answer is really simple: Feed your spirit and
starve your flesh. Exalt the new nature in you. How do you do that? Just as
physical exercise builds up your body so there are spiritual exercises that build
up your spirit. There are at least five spiritual exercises that feed the new nature
and build up your spirit while helping to mortify the deeds of your body.

1. The first one is worship. How much time do you spend in true private



worship? Take time to worship the Lord in spirit and in truth. Present
your bodies daily as a living sacrifice. Gladness and glory will fill your
heart as you speak or sing to the Lord in psalms, hymns, and spiritual
songs. (John 4:23, Acts 13:1-3, Eph 5:18-19).

2. Meditation is the second spiritual exercise that feeds our spirit. The
wisest of men are those who meditate on the Word of God. Mutter the
Word to yourself all day long. Begin to practice what you read and
meditate on, and it will stay with you and become a part of your daily life
(Jos 1:8, Ps 1).

3. Confession is a third spiritual exercise that affects our spirits and our
souls. Closely associated with meditation, this tool will help to renew your
mind and build faith into your spirit. As you begin speaking God’s Word,
you will build an image of the Word of God into your soul and you will
begin to possess the promises of God, and the realities of your redemption
(Jos 1:8, Mk 11:23).

4. Fasting is a fourth spiritual exercise that will greatly benefit your spiritual
life. This is a purging tool. This exercise will help you overcome certain
lusts of the flesh, strongholds in your mind and personality, and every sort
of hindrance to your spiritual growth. It will also help you be in a position
to set others free (Mat 6:16-18, Mat 17:14-21). In addition, your own
health will improve (Isa 58:8).

5. The last spiritual exercise that will bring tremendous edification to your
life is praying in the Holy Ghost or in other tongues. Tongues for personal
edification is one of the greatest tools the Lord has given us for living the
Spirit-filled life. Personally, I try and pray at least an hour or two every
day in the Spirit. You may want to start with 30 minutes until it becomes
second nature to you. I’ll guarantee that there will be an exaltation and a
sensitivity in your spirit unlike anything you’ve ever known. Your
inability to produce spiritual results in your life will be removed (1 Cor
14:2, 4; Jude 20)!

If you have little to no desire to incorporate these practices into your life, I
suggest you go through a time of sincere repentance from sin, idolatry (loving
the world), apathy, and complacency. If you have lost your desire to pray, read
the Word, and witness for Christ, then you are in a backslidden condition. Call



on the blood of Jesus. There is mercy for your sin and failures, and grace to help
empower you to victory in a time of need (Heb 4:16).

Remember, God cannot do anything about your flesh. He told you to do
something with it. These five spiritual exercises are the way to get there.
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CHAPTER 3
FIRST LOVE LOVERS

Jesus said that His Word would judge everyone who rejects Him and fails to
receive His words (John 12:48). Conversely, His Spirit is like a fire that burns
the present hour speaking of His Word into our hearts.

Rev 2:1-5 is such a word. This message of returning to your first love is an end-
time theme and one the Church so desperately needs.

The church at Ephesus possessed some noble characteristics. Jesus commended
this church for many things. By today’s standards this church would be thought
of as a strong and even dynamic church. They had doctrinal and moral purity,
labored without growing weary, the people were active in the affairs of the
church, had exercised patience and perseverance etc., but there was one thing
Jesus had against them; they had forsaken their first love. Jesus called this
position a fallen place or in today’s terminology, a backslidden state. What a
lesson to learn that Jesus, the Head of the Church, does not see as man sees.

What does the Lord of glory see in today’s churches? What of those who boast
in great attendance, occupy large buildings, and have dynamic programs for their
members? Jesus does not esteem things as a man esteems them. In fact, He so
often regards as least that which men esteem highly. On the other hand, those
things that men often esteem lowly are so highly regarded by the Master. You
see, it doesn’t matter what size building, attendance, or organizational powers
and abilities a church possesses. If first love has passed, then it is a fallen church,
and one in danger of having its lamp-stand removed from its place (Rev 2:5).

The lamp-stand represents the church, and the stars are the angels (Rev 1:20).
Every church ordained by God has an angelic covering that symbolizes the
power and anointing for that church to operate. The lamp-stand being put out
represents the angel leaving and being assigned elsewhere. There are churches
that still exist today whose angel left 100 years ago; sad, but true. There is no
longer a covering or an anointing for that church to operate. They lost their love
for Jesus. Over a period of time religion had hardened their human spirits and
left the hidden places of their hearts untouched. Thus, intimacy with Jesus was
lost, and by failing to make the adjustment the church lost her power.



Religion is the crowning work of Satan. He works to extinguish the intimacy of
the Lord from our lives so that everything we produce comes out of works not
born of love, but of duty. These are dead works. The spirit of religion always
causes us to produce outside of the new nature, which is love. This results in a
form without the power. Falling in love with Jesus and staying in love with Jesus
is your sure foundation for protection against the deception of having a form
without the power.

The apostle Paul’s heart cry to know Jesus (Phil 3:10) was like the loaded gun he
carried in life and ministry. He called it a prize to be won. Here is a man who
had come to visions and revelations, some not to be uttered...he had come to a
place of great power in ministry where handkerchiefs were taken from his body
and placed on the sick and demon possessed, and the diseases and demons left
them...angels had visited him...mighty churches were raised up by him...and
nearly two-thirds of the New Testament was written by him. Yet, Paul’s chief
aim was for the prize of knowing Christ, and having a privileged seat next to
Jesus for all of eternity (Rev 3:21). Do you want that seat?

Not all believers will enter into the holy city. This beloved city is the Bride of
Christ, called the New Jerusalem (Rev 21:2), and reserved for first love lovers.
The wise virgins will enter therein, but all other born again saints will be
stationed elsewhere in our eternal home, having safely arrived but unprepared
for the greater glory manifested nearer the throne of God in the New Jerusalem.
No wonder Paul was so passionately consumed with being a first love lover of
Jesus. Within the realms of that love is an eternal glory, position, and ranking
which shall never be taken away.

First love lovers are those who have stayed close to the heart of Jesus thereby
keeping their vessels full of oil and their lamps burning bright (Mat 25:1-13).
Their first love produced first works that translate into gold, silver and precious
stones, which are in turn, used as building materials for our eternal home. The
New Jerusalem is an ongoing construction project being built from the works of
those who lived surrendered and consecrated lives to Jesus. Thus the reason for
the call to the church of Ephesus to repent and return to her first love so that she
might do her first works (Rev 2:5). Are these words burning in your heart yet?

Foolish virgins will not enter the holy city, but they will have a lesser degree of
glory, position, and ranking. Thank God they made heaven, assuming those who
were left after the rapture of the Church endured the great tribulation, but there



will be sorrow and regret for the wood, hay, and stubble that will be burned up.
Their works, when tested by fire, will be found wanting. What would Jesus find
today in many of our prominent churches and ministries across the globe if all
our works were exposed? With fear and trembling we must serve the Lord. Jesus
is at the door.

The mountaintop Christian life is one of first love. Anything short of that is a
fallen state (Rev 2:5). From that heightened place of first love flow all first
works. This is a great position of power. It is a place of sometimes almost silly
but such pure delight. This is such a lovely place to be, a place of continually
beholding the face of Jesus, of seeing His glory with the eyes of your
understanding, of blessed rest where nothing un-nerves you.

You can buy this place with no money. You can pursue it without any earthly
craft or ability. It is not a place exclusive to anyone above another. It is
purchased with your heart only. It is purchased with a spiritual hunger for living
bread, and thirst like a deer that pants for the water. It is a place available to the
lowest status human being on the earth as well as the rich who will encounter
difficulty in pursuit of this prize. Can you count the cost as Paul did? Count all
things dung for this holy knowledge? Cast aside all other pursuits? How much is
it worth to follow the Lamb wherever He goes throughout eternity (Rev 14:4)?
Do you want that seat (Mat 20:21)? Will you enter into that holy city (Rev
21:2)?

Behold the Bridegroom cometh!!! Are you His bride in patient waiting? Do you
long for His face? Is He your first love? If not, remember from where you have
fallen, and repent and do the first works. If true repentance works its course, in
the end the glory revealed shall be so much greater than any of your present
sufferings.

All the love of our glorious Bridegroom is backing the pen of this ready writer.
May He bless these words to your ears, and multiply His grace in your life to

love Him.
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CHAPTER 4
BE FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT

At the return of Jesus the greatest difference between the wise and foolish
virgins as illustrated in Matthew 25:1-13 is that the wise will have extra oil, but
the foolish will not. Oil, of course, is a type of the Holy Spirit. The wise virgins
were ready for the coming of the Bridegroom because they were filled with the
Spirit, but the foolish, though they knew about the Bridegroom’s return, were not
ready because they did not maintain an infilling.

The number one priority in these last days in the Church is not evangelism; it’s
not discipleship; it’s not prayer, fasting, and giving. These things are all very,
very important, but the number one priority on God’s heart for His people today
is to maintain a fresh infilling of the Holy Spirit. If you are filled, then
evangelism becomes your breath, discipleship becomes your heartbeat, while
prayer, fasting and giving becomes your life. These things all flow from being
continually filled with the Holy Spirit (Eph. 5:18-19).

There is a diminishing ability in the body of Christ today to draw from the Spirit
of God. When the body of Christ is ruled by the flesh, filled with the spirit of the
world, and governed by the philosophies and traditions of men they extinguish
their ability to draw from the Holy Spirit and thus live far beneath their God-
given privileges.

There is a spiritual law that says: The more you yield to the Spirit the easier it is
to yield, but the more you yield to the flesh, the easier it becomes to keep
yielding to the flesh. Some of us need to reverse what or who we’ve been
yielding to. Every time you drink of the flesh and the world you diminish your
ability to drink and draw from the Spirit of God.

Old Testament scriptures are sometimes used to attempt to bring the promise of
the Spirit who has already come. We pray for an outpouring, but God says to be
filled with the Spirit. We pray for the fire, but God says to be fervent and fan the
flame of God within you (2 Tim. 1:6). In other words, we are to activate what is
already in us. You are the temple of the Holy Spirit!

The Spirit-filled life is offered by grace in the New Covenant and not the law of
the Old Covenant. The law makes us conscious of our sin, lack, and inability



while grace makes us conscious of God in us. We need to get out of the shadow
of the law where the death nature governed the actions of men, and get on into
the light of New Covenant living where the life of God now reigns. The Old
Covenant has been given to us for an example, but it has been fulfilled in the
New. This is a problem for many people in their understanding, and it keeps
them out of the grace of a Spirit-filled life.

How do we maintain a Spirit-filled life? It all starts with an attitude of praise and
thanksgiving. Thankful people are full people. Thankful people are unselfish
people who look out for the interests of others. When you take your eyes off
yourself and your problems you will begin to rise in the Spirit, but as long as you
maintain a self-focus you will continue to sink lower. God’s nature is unselfish.
As you learn to live a life of praise, your thoughts toward others will be God-
thoughts because of the infilling you receive through your praise.

The way to be full of the Spirit is to start every day in the Spirit. Then keep your
heart turned toward the Lord all day long. In other words, carry the increase of
the Spirit gained in private fellowship, and operate in it throughout the day.
Filling up privately starts with praise and thanksgiving. It begins by praying in
other tongues and letting those tongues launch you into psalms, hymns and
spiritual songs, not from a song book but from your recreated human spirit.
These are inspired utterances that come from the depths of your being. We must
learn to fine-tune our spirits and draw from the Spirit of God. If you’re not used
to communing with the Lord this way, it will take you a little while to get it
going, but through exercise you can develop your spirit until you learn His
touch. Some believers have never learned to drink from the Spirit of God. Others
have been out of fellowship and need to re-learn some things.

Many Christians today are confusing yesterday’s momentum with today’s
infilling. So many who used to be on fire and fervent in spirit are now cold and
dry. Actually, spiritual momentum can decrease so gradually and people be
slowing down without even knowing it until they are running on empty.

All kinds of things in this life will try and empty you out. Trials, tests, and
adverse circumstances will come against you, but opposing forces can never
penetrate a full man. They bounce off him. Jesus went into the wilderness full of
the Spirit, and after being tempted and tried He came out in the power of the
Spirit (Luke 4). To a full man opposition is an opportunity to grow in power.



Think of the capacity of a man’s spirit and the amount of power it can contain.
The mad man of Gadara whom no man could bind even with shackles and chains
and whom Jesus delivered had 2,000 devils. If a man’s dead spirit can contain
2,000 devils and survive, think of how much a man’s born again spirit can
contain of God’s presence and power! Just as there is no bottom to sin,
symbolized by the ‘bottomless pit,’ there is no ceiling for the glory of God in the
opposite direction. How much of God do you want? You can drink all you want.
There is no excess in the Spirit. You can’t drink too much of the Spirit of God.
There are no limitations to how full you can get.

We need the infilling of the Holy Spirit more than anything else in our day. We
are to pray in the spirit, rejoice in the spirit, worship in the spirit, walk in the
spirit, and live in the spirit, as this is God’s New Covenant plan. The devil
attempts to bring in the old order with all its legalism and tradition to diminish
the newness of the Spirit in our lives and what that could accomplish. But let’s
rise up in the newness of our spirits and develop ourselves to a place of power
and victory. Learn to connect your tongue to your spirit and speak life, blessing,
and praise from that place.

Living full of the Spirit is the perfect position for God’s highest workings in your
life, and it is the remedy for every imperfection. To be full of the Spirit means to
be full of God and all that He is. How can you improve on that?

As we get closer to the rapture and the return of Jesus, our preoccupation should
be more on being full of the Spirit than anything else. Take time to practice
Ephesians 5:18-19 and Col 3:16 and develop your spirit in these things. Stay in
the Word, but give place to speaking and singing God’s praises supernaturally.

“And they worshiped Him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, and were
continually in the temple praising and blessing God. Amen” (Luke 24:52-53).

“As they ministered to the Lord and fasted, the Holy Spirit said...” (Acts 13:2).

Wise virgins are anointed with fresh oil. This is why they will be ready when
Jesus comes.

MIRACLE WINE

Oil is a type of the Holy Spirit, but so is wine. At the wedding in Cana, when the



command was given to fill the 6 water pots with water at the appointed time
(John 2:7-8), then and only then, appeared miracle wine. Each water pot
measured 20 gallons for a total of 120. And so it was in the upper room when
120 human clay pots, disciples of the now resurrected and ascended Lord Jesus,
would gather and wait for the appointed time when they would receive miracle
wine and power from on high (Acts 2).

And when the fulness of time came, the sound of a mighty rushing wind was
heard and cloven tongues of fire like lightning sat on each one of them (Acts
2:2-3). "Draw out now and pour the water into these human clay pots!"
proclaimed the governor of the feast. Then out of their bellies flowed rivers of
living water that suddenly turned to miracle wine, just like at the wedding of
Cana in the beginning of Jesus’ ministry. And so the show began!

Down from that upper room came that new creation of drunks stumbling and
staggering from days filled with praise and now proclamation of the wonderful
works of God. Divers kinds of tongues from other nations did each man speak,
not having learned but yielding their tongues to utterances hitherto never spoken.
In times of old God confused languages of men so that their one tongue could
not unify them for evil (Gen 11). Now divers tongues of men and of angels
would unite men for good. How marvelous is our God!

Some men were amazed and perplexed by this strange phenomena while others
mocked, saying, "these men are full of new wine!" But Peter lifted his voice and
exclaimed, "these are not drunk as you suppose, but this is what was spoken of
by the prophet Joel!” (Acts 2:12-16)

This is how God chose to pour out His Spirit and introduce His glorious Church
to planet earth! Jesus began His ministry this way, and the New Testament
Church began this way, too! With miracle wine!!! What do you think of that? It
tells you something about our God, does it not? He is the great bartender! The
table He sets is governed by the Holy Ghost. He likes His people to be drunk
with joy unspeakable and full of glory!!!

Come to the table of the Lord!

This is a great dynamic that the Lord desires to re-introduce to His people in this
hour. It is the DRUNK CHURCH! Filled with praise, filled with power, filled
with glory! As the world succumbs into more darkness and despair the true
Church will shine with the glory of the risen King! Many will again be amazed



and marvel while others will continue to mock.

The governor of the feast saves the best wine for last! These are the last days!
Let's get filled with the Spirit to overflowing! Let’s get drunk!!!

ARE YOU LIVING IN PSALM 126 OR 137?

And the Lord said to me, "Make sure you are living in Ps 126 and not 137." In
137 the children of Israel are in captivity and have no joy, laughter, or song in
their hearts. But in 126 they are full of joy and gladness and the spirit of prayer
(weeping), and they are working in the harvest and reaping the fruit of it.

Many are in captivity now, but for those who will stay close to Jesus He will be
to you as the governor of the feast who turned the water into wine and saved the
best wine for last. As in John 2 also in Acts 2; water turned to wine! Rivers of
living water coming forth from their bellies turned into wine.

And so the oil of joy is flowing and the wine of the Spirit is being served. Those
who love righteousness and hate iniquity, as the Son did, will be anointed with
gladness more than their companions (Heb 1:9). The glory of the Lord will shine
on the true Church, the Bride of Christ, and she will do exploits.

There is a line of distinction that has been made. Ps 137 or Ps 126? Which side
are you on? Those in 126 are going up, but those in 137 will stay. One will be
taken and the other left (Mat 24:36, Mat 25:1-13). As the time approaches the
governor of the feast will continue to serve up the new wine. The saints will be
marked by righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost (Rom 14:17). The
kingdom shall be manifested through them.

Come out of captivity and get into the flow of the Holy Ghost and of Ps 126! Be
filled with the Spirit!!!
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CHAPTER 5
SWEET SURRENDER

“Then he said to them all, 'If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny
himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me'” (Luke 9:23).

The pathway to real discipleship goes through Luke 9:23. You cannot follow in
the footsteps of the Master without the application of these words that flowed
from the lips of Him who subjected Himself to the Heavenly Father in the same
way.

In His earth walk Jesus presented Himself as a daily offering to the Father. This
was the pattern He set. This was the key that unlocked the door to the room of
fellowship Jesus experienced and enjoyed with the Father each and every day.
And Jesus has called each of His followers up and into that room. Luke 9:23 is
the door!

The cost to access the same room of fellowship Jesus accessed each day of His
life is nothing short of full ownership.

“And He died for all, that those who live should live no longer for themselves,
but for Him who died for them and rose again” (2 Cor 5:15).

It’s perfectly fine to love life (2 Pet 3:10) as long as it’s not your own life (John
12:25). There is a place of death and life where Christ reigns in the body.

What a lovely place to be in! From an earthly perspective and to the carnal mind
this may seem like a grievous thing to deny yourself and take up your daily
cross, but this is only because you have not fully understood the measure of
hindrance your flesh has imposed upon the life of Christ within you. If you have
only tasted the old wine you will not really know how much better the new wine
is. Luke 9:23 is the doorway into the new wine of fellowship with the Trinity.
Once you get in and you lose your life you will gain another. You will move
from the natural into an amazing grace. The Spirit will begin to work a meekness
of the Lamb of God into your soul.

If you want what is on the other side of the cross you’ve got to go through Luke
9:23. When you do, then love will transform you. The Spirit of God will begin to



purge you of the things of the flesh and the blood of the Lamb will cleanse you.
You will be more one with the Lord. This is the way to come into agreement
with the perfect will of God. Anything less than this crucified walk will produce
an unsanctified mixture of the flesh and worldliness in your soul that is not
conducive to life in the Spirit.

The beginning of our transformation comes only when we come to the end of
our own self-sufficiency. It is that ministry of death that leads to life. You,
through the Spirit, must put the flesh to death daily for the flesh can never please
God. Even Jesus had to spend nights alone with the Father to stay in that blessed
place of submission. You can be a disappointment to the Lord if you become
lukewarm and complacent and stay in a place where sin and the flesh have the
ascendancy in your life. Be ever so watchful and careful of coming under the
influence of a self-pleasing spirit where you draw back from a whole-hearted
and complete devotion to Jesus.

You cannot bypass the cross. There are no shortcuts. There has been a general
superficiality of the gospel in our culture that deceives us into believing that we
can attain to great spiritual heights without going the route of Luke 9:23. If you
believe this you are putting yourself above the Master (Mat 10:24-25).

Was it not Jesus who said that He could do nothing of Himself (John 5:19)? Was
it not Jesus who said that He came not to do His own will, but the will of the
Father (John 6:38)? Was it not Jesus who learned obedience even through the
things which He suffered (Heb 5:8), becoming obedient even to the death of the
cross (Phil 2:8)? Are we more than the Master? Are we better than He was in His
earth walk? Are we not called to live as He lived and to follow in His steps (1
John 2:6, 1 Pet 2:21)?

Where are the signs of this cross-walk in the body of Christ? And where is the
message of the cross in our gospel? Recently I heard of a major Christian media
consultant who said that the reason for the lack of substance and weighty
messages on Christian television today is because the average viewer doesn’t
have an appetite for it. Most only have an appetite to hear how wonderful they
are, and how rich and blessed they can become. If the cross were preached,
viewers and funds would be lost. What are these money-minded ministries
building? Telling people what they want to hear instead of what they need to
hear is wood, hay, and stubble. This should fill our hearts with great sorrow as it
does Jesus.



When a well-known minister was allowed by Jesus through a prophetic vision to
speak to the apostle Paul, Paul said there were two things that the Church
attained to in his time that they quickly lost and must be recovered today. “You
must recover the ministry and the message.” Here is his explanation of that
statement.

“Except for a few small places in the world where there is great persecution or
difficulties now, we can hardly recognize either the ministry or the message that
is being preached today. Therefore the Church is now but a phantom of what it
was even in our time, and we were far from what we were called to be. When we
served, being in the ministry was the greatest sacrifice that one could make, and
this reflected the message of the greatest sacrifice that was made---the cross. The
cross is the power of God, and it is the center of all that we are called to live by.
You have so little power to transform the minds and hearts of the disciples now
because you do not live, and do not preach the cross. Therefore, we have great
difficulty seeing much difference between the disciples and the heathen. This is
not the gospel or the salvation with which we were entrusted. You must return to
the cross.” (Joyner, The Final Quest)

How relevant is this word of wisdom from the Lord for the hour we live in
today! The Church needs to awaken and respond to such a word.

How do you get to this place? And how do you respond to this word? Once
again, Luke 9:23 is the door! Let’s go through the process.

“If anyone desires to come after Me...” First there must be a desire, a hunger to
follow Jesus closely and to know Him; a hunger for the perfect will of God, and
for the presence and power of God. Spiritual hunger is a precious attribute and
will get you into high places in the Spirit. Hunger and desire will make a man do
extreme things. John G. Lake, that great apostle to South Africa earlier in the
19™ century, spoke of a time in his life, even before his ministry in Africa, when
his soul was demanding a greater entrance into God.

“There was such a hunger for God that as I left my offices in Chicago, and
walked down the street, my soul would break out, and I would cry, ‘Oh
God!” People would stop and look at me and wonder. I felt myself on the
borderland of a great spiritual realm, but was unable to enter in fully, so my
nature was not satisfied with the attainment...” John G. Lake



Don’t be satisfied with what you already have because there is so much more. It
is good to possess a divine dissatisfaction in your soul. It is well pleasing to the
Lord to stir up your hunger and desire for more of Him. Get alone with God.
Don’t just read the Word of God, but let the Word read you. Let the words of
Jesus become your living bread. Add some fasting to your prayer life and walk
with the Lord (that is a big part of denying the flesh). Worship Him on your face.
Wrestle with God if need be. I believe one night alone with God, as Jacob spent,
could transform you and restore the ascendancy to your spirit, and make you too,
a prince with God.

Secondly, “Let him deny himself...” In other words, deny your flesh and your
un-harnessed soul (Rom 12:1-2). Again, fasting with the right motive is a big
part of that (Mat 6:16-18). The body and the soul must surrender its authority
and dominion every day or else it will become more and more difficult for you to
get into the realm of the Spirit. You are either going forward or backwards each
day, promoting or postponing what God really wants to do in your life. Initially
there will be a battle in your will where the seat of your decision-making lies.
Your emotions will give you fits, and things will seem dry at first.

This is where many Christians falter. That dry process is a result of the
ascendancy that your flesh has had over your spirit for some time. The dryness is
nothing more than the change you’re going through. What makes you think that
just because you don’t sense God that He is somehow not pleased with you, or
that you have not broken through? Dryness has nothing to do with whether or
not you’ve broken through. In fact, some of the times you feel His presence less
are the times you’ve actually broken through more because you’re dealing with
hindrances that kept you from seeking Him before. This is the pathway to your
personal transformation and into the glory of His presence.

“The way into glory is through the flesh being torn away from the world and
separated unto God.” Smith Wigglesworth

Wigglesworth books are often-read books of mine. I like to follow 100-folders
(Mk 4:8, 20), but he wasn’t always a 100-folder. It wasn’t until his later years
when he came into it. Wigglesworth was actually in a backslidden condition for
a number of years when he would frequent the bars and drink and forbid his wife
to go to church services. He was very cantankerous and hot-tempered until he
got alone with God, and entered into the condition of full surrender. God led him



to know that he could never be of service to Him until he was wholly sanctified.

Surrendering to God and living a life of purity and faith was the response that
Wigglesworth would give to those who wanted more of God.

“When God brought me into a deeper experience with Him He spoke by the
Spirit making me to know I had to reach the place of absolute yielded-ness
and cleansing so that there would be nothing left.” Smith Wigglesworth

I know that this is not a popular message today, but it is one of the greatest
secrets to a deeper life in God. Why do you think there aren’t many men like
Smith Wigglesworth and John G. Lake walking around the earth today?

Here is the final piece to Luke 9:23:

“And take up his cross daily, and follow Me.” The daily decision to either walk
in your own will or submit to the will of God is your cross. In Jesus’ most trying
hour in the garden of Gethsemane, before going to the cross, He prayed and
submitted His will to the Father. “Oh My Father, if it is possible, let this cup
pass from Me; nevertheless not as I will, but as you will.” Jesus submitted His
will to the Father every day, but now He was facing the most difficult trial of His
earthly walk. Jesus did not just pray, but He surrendered His will. You can pray
for hours and surrender nothing. Many Christians pray, but they never surrender.
Surrender and submission is what gets you through the door into the room of
holy communion with the Lord. The blood of Jesus is the contact and access
point, but surrender is the pathway.

In that room is where you receive wisdom, guidance, and favor that will carve
hours off your day. Instead of laboring from the sweat of your brow in life’s
daily affairs you will have wisdom and grace to get more accomplished. In that
room is where the download of His daily benefits are received. To enjoy the
wonderful benefits of Psalm 23, for example, you need to be where the Chief
Shepherd is. It’s a place in the Spirit that you can access every day.

The blood of Jesus has paved the way for fellowship with God. Through the
finished work of Christ these things have already been purchased for you.
Legally and positionally we have been blessed with all spiritual blessings in
heavenly places in Christ Jesus (Eph 1:3). You are a joint-heir with Christ, but do
you know how to access your inheritance? Salvation is free, all by grace, but



there is a price to pay to access those places. No man can give you the ability to
pay that price. That ability can only come from your own heart.

In that room of blessed communion with the Father is where Jesus moved
around in every day and saw what the Father was doing and heard what He was
saying. All your fleshly desires die in that room. The love of God transforms you
in that room. Your appetites are changed in that room. Strongholds of pride, un-
forgiveness, and offense die there. All you thought was important is no longer
important in that room. Your prayers are answered in that room because you’re
praying His will and not your own. And to die daily is your only entrance into
that room. You can be satisfied with a low grade of fellowship or you can move
up in the Spirit into a higher grade of fellowship with the Trinity.

You have a choice to make each and every day. Will you submit to God’s will or
your own? If you do refuse Luke 9:23 you can probably still have what many
would call a nice life by simply believing the promises of God. The Lord’s love
for you will not change. And He will come to you again and again and compel
you to draw closer to Him. His tender mercies and long-suffering shall be
extended to you throughout your entire life in unimaginable ways. You are His
child and He will never leave you nor forsake you. But He gives you a choice.
Luke 9:23 is a choice.

Will you choose the perfect will of the Lamb who was slain for you? Will you by
an act of your own will surrender the ownership of your life to the Lamb and
become His bond-slave? This unforced choice is the purest form of love that will
make Jesus call you friend (John 15:15). You shall know the sweet, satisfying
companionship of the Lord that comes through the fear of the Lord (Pr 25:14)
and your unreserved response to His love.

Yes, you can live a nice life without giving the Lord much of yours, but there
will be a reckoning both in this life and in eternity when the Lord shows you
what He ordained for you and how short you fell of His perfect will.

Now let me warn you. Here is what will happen when you begin applying Luke
9:23 to your daily walk. You open your Bible and pray. You make several
attempts at reviving or increasing your fellowship with God. Your times are dry,
and you find it hard to focus. You receive nothing. Your mind and the devil are
screaming at you reminding you of all your failures and bringing guilt and
condemnation on you. Your mind is being bombarded with thoughts of what



you’ve got to do that day and telling you that you’re wasting your time.

The reason these struggles happen frequently with many Christians is because
they have not changed realms of operation. They are still in the realm of sense
and time. That is, the flesh and the un-harnessed soul still rule. At this point you
are faced with a decision. Give up or keep going until you break through into the
realm of the Spirit. Ask for more grace. Call on the blood of Jesus. Praying in
tongues and fasting will help you immeasurably.

This is a daily process. It will be less and less of a struggle as time goes on. And
the time will come when it will not be difficult at all. Your heart will be free and
glad. You will rejoice in the Lord as years of weights and strongholds are broken
off your life. At times you will actually feel like you are on a spiritual vacation.
You will make great advances in the Spirit, but those advances can only be
maintained in your daily communion with the Lord.

There are some things we receive from a corporate anointing such as encounters,
impartations, and refreshings of the Spirit, but more often than not those
blessings are quickly lost if we do not maintain them in our personal communion
with God.

Ask yourself: What is sitting on the throne of my heart that I am still trying to
find satisfaction and fulfillment from outside of Christ? Who or what is really
ruling and governing my life?

I believe one of the final moves of God’s Spirit will be to ignite His people with
an intense burning passion for God, which will yield true holiness and prepare
them for the glory and harvest to come. The purpose of the fire of God is to
make us ready for God’s glory, to yield the fruit of true holiness in our lives, and
to be a glorious Church without spot and wrinkle. This work will only be done in
those who submit to God and who are willing to be purged from the desires of
the flesh and the world. Luke 9:23 is the way.
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CHAPTER 6
REJOICING IN THE SPIRIT

“In that same hour He (Jesus) rejoiced in the Holy Spirit...” (Lk 10:21a
NAS).

What are you rejoicing in? What are you getting excited about? What are you
celebrating? When it comes to this subject, there are three categories of people
in the church world today: 1) those with little or no rejoicing; 2) those with a
false or a natural rejoicing; 3) and those with a pure spiritual rejoicing that is
centered on the Lord.

There is a rejoicing in the Spirit we must enter into in this hour. The reason
some Christians have little or no rejoicing in their lives is because too many of
them are caught up in carnal and temporal things that fade away with time. Too
many are living for this world, living as if Jesus will never come, living as if
they will never die, and living as if they will never be judged. This is not the
posture of a last days’ believer. Frankly, this is not Christianity at all.

As long as we are in the world there will be tests and trials, but many people’s
tests and trials are self-inflicted. When you chase your own happiness, follow
your own plan, and put your trust in man you will be disappointed every time.
Sorrow shall fill your days, and you will live from crisis to crisis.

We must understand that the first order of receiving the blessing and enrichment
of the Lord in your life is to seek first the kingdom of God and all His
righteousness (Mat 6:33). Without this condition being met you will walk
around in circles for the rest of your life and never fulfill God’s plan and
purpose.

I personally believe that today’s churches are full of false converts. They’ve
never been searched out. They’ve never been convicted of sin. True repentance
has never worked in their hearts. They’ve never made Jesus Lord. There was a
well-known preacher who said that in a full gospel church he recently preached
in 60% of the couples were living together out of wedlock. And here’s the
clincher; they didn’t know it was wrong!



I have two problems with that. Number one, what was being taught to that
church? Number two, why didn’t their own hearts condemn them? The answer:
I doubt that these people were ever born again. Fornication and adultery are the
top physical sins on the catalogue or registry of sins. How can I say that?
Because the strength of sin is the law (1 Cor 15:56), and whatever the law says
about sin is just how evil that sin is. Sexual immorality is highlighted in the law
of God more than any other sin. Those who practice such unrighteousness
cannot inherit the kingdom of God (1 Cor 6:9-10; Eph 5:5). The time has come
for plain preaching about some of these issues. You can never rejoice in the
Spirit while living in sin or in a compromising backslidden state. Many fake it,
but the Lord cannot be faked.

The second category of people in our churches today who are not rejoicing in the
Spirit are those who are not in a ‘first love’ position with Jesus, and so their
rejoicing is usually limited to some natural or self-motivated thing. It would be
interesting to do a church survey about the things that make Christians happy
today. I think it would serve as a real eye opener. Some of the answers you
might find are: A new and better job offer, or a new and exciting career, the
purchase of a home or material things, special honors/awards, money or pay
raises/promotions etc. Now again these things can be blessings from the Lord,
and we should always be thankful for His provision, but does heaven celebrate
these things as much as we often do?

There is a cloud of witnesses surrounding us (Heb 12:1), but it has been said that
their concern is mainly for our spiritual affairs. For instance, they don’t have
great concern of how we are faring in our natural life as much as the spiritual
progress we are making. They’re not concerned about how much money we
have in our bank accounts as much as the spiritual strides we are making in
prayer and in our life with God.

Have you noticed that any time angels appeared in the Church age, or visions
and supernatural direction was given through prayer, it always had to do with the
advancement of the gospel or the salvation and deliverance of people? Now
again, there is nothing at all wrong with rejoicing over natural blessings and
provision. We need to thank God for every blessing we have, but that is not
where our primary focus and rejoicing should be. Doing the Father’s will from a
purity of heart produces righteousness, peace, and joy that come from the Holy
Ghost. In other words, a rejoicing in the Lord is manifest in your life from doing
the will of God.



Even church leaders can sometimes fall short of a real rejoicing in the Spirit. We
can rejoice in ministry opportunities, a new church program, a building program,
money, a guest speaker, church attendance etc. None of these things are wrong in
themselves if they serve the real purposes of God, but does the Lord celebrate
these things as much as we do? That’s the issue.

The disciples rejoiced that they had authority over demons (Lk 10), but Jesus
channeled their excitement and told them to rejoice in their salvation instead. In
other words, rejoice in souls being saved!

The real rejoicing that Jesus did was when people got their spiritual needs met
and the Father’s will was done in their lives.

For most of my life I have felt like a square peg in a round hole. I’'m sure when I
was younger this was due in part to my own idealism. Some of it however, was
due to the integrity of my own heart for the things of God. The “out of place”
feelings I’ve had in different settings and situations over the years were simply a
spiritual “disconnection” my spirit would feel to what was going on. At times I
just couldn’t get excited over the things that others would get excited about. 1
witnessed too much Hollywood and the spirit of the world in the Church and it
always grieved me.

At first I thought there was something wrong with me, but as time went on I
realized that the grieving I often felt was coming from the Lord. Hype,
showmanship, appearance, and all the professionalism that is often a part of the
production of the traditional church culture has never impressed Jesus. What
impresses Him is meeting the needs of the heart and real life issues in people’s
daily struggles. Helping a friend out with monthly rent, paying for a widow’s
groceries, transporting an invalid person to a church meeting, assisting single
parent homes with their children, visiting the sick in hospitals, clothing the
naked, visiting those in prison, are some of the things Jesus gets excited about.
We are part of a kingdom that places great value on these things. The reason
many Christians don’t get excited about these things is because these things
require a certain amount of personal sacrifice, and therefore are not closely
attached to their emotions. Rejoicing in the Spirit does often involve your
emotions, but there is an emotional rejoicing that has nothing to do with the
Spirit of God.



The Word of God uses the aforementioned acts as the criteria to identify the
righteous (Mat 25:31-46) when Jesus comes to set up His earthly Kingdom.
What these verses do not say is this: Enter into the kingdom the Father has
prepared for you because you performed many miracles, cast out many devils, or
you prophesied in the Lord’s name, had a television ministry, preached to
thousands and even millions of people, or you never missed a church service,
you sang faithfully in the choir for 30 years, or you went on several mission trips
(by the way, there is nothing wrong with most of these acts), or you were
prophesied over by a popular TV evangelist, or you received a debt-cancellation
prayer cloth with a promise of prosperity. The kingdom we are a part of does not
place high value on the sort of acts that are greatly esteemed in much of ministry
today.

There is a part of our Christianity that is very low profile, routine, even a bit
mundane, with very little fanfare, always including in our every day affairs
opportunities to help and serve others. Feelings are not always involved, but a
quiet confidence and a rejoicing in the Lord will accompany your love and
service for others. When you choose to serve the least of all people you are in
fact serving Jesus.

I have a prophet friend of mine who received a visitation from Jesus several
years ago. He was in a church service located in a red light district where most
of its members were former drug addicts, prostitutes, homeless people, and
prisoners. My friend was on his knees worshiping when Jesus said: “I love these
kinds of people.”

There’s something about Jesus that is so different than natural man. He loves the
poor, the broken, and the lowly because they have no pretense and no airs about
them. They are real. Jesus found His joy and pleasure in meeting and serving
such people. This is where much of His rejoicing was anchored.

Amongst all the hype so prevalent in ministry today, whatever happened to just
loving and serving Jesus because He saved you from hell, or just loving Him for
who He is? Whatever happened to just simply loving your neighbor as yourself
because that’s what Jesus said to do?

There is a great need in the Church today to simplify our lives and our faith, to
return to the simplicity of the cross and of loving Jesus and serving others. Un-
plug your emotions from being impressed by big names, big productions, all the



professionalism and showmanship of the church enterprise system, and start
plugging yourself into the real needs of hurting people around you.

When you start thinking like Jesus and the Father revelation will start flooding
your heart. Don’t ever be critical of anyone or use your revelation to put others
down. Instead, find others of kindred heart and spirit and start looking for
opportunities to serve and minister together. Begin thinking of what you have
that can bless others. When you do these things you will possess more of the
mind of Christ, and you’ll find yourself rejoicing in the Spirit as Jesus did.

We’re living in the last of the last days. It’s a time of great opportunity to touch
so many lives. There are two things I hear the Lord saying:

1. Be filled with the Spirit.
2. Meet the needs of the people.

Keep this as your focus and you will stay right on course, and you’ll be ready
when Jesus comes.
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CHAPTER 7
CONSECRATION

Back in the 1940's and 1950’s there wasn't nearly as much sickness in the
Church as there is today. It makes you wonder why. After all, we have much
more knowledge and light today in the area of healing than we’ve ever had
before. There are audio and video materials in abundance that deal with this
subject. There are many books that have been written concerning our healing
covenant and why healing belongs to us. And yet so many in the Church seem to
be full of sickness and disease. Why? What's the problem?

A well-known prophet was talking to the Lord about this one time, and the Lord
told him that not only were His people healthier years ago, but were much more
consecrated, too. There's the answer! Our consecration is a big part of walking
in divine health, and in God’s overall plan for our lives. Sickness and disease is a
part of the curse that came with the fall of man. We as Christians have been
redeemed from the curse (Gal 3:13). The curse causeless, or without a cause,
will not come (Pr 26:2). In other words, the curse cannot come on us without a
cause. In the Church age, lack of consecration to God's covenant and plan is the
general cause of much sickness.

Think about it. The only reason listed in the scriptures for sickness is found in 1
Cor 11:30 “For this reason many are weak and sick among you, and many
sleep (are dead).” The reason is listed in the previous verse... “not discerning
the Lord's body”. That has a two-fold application. We must discern the Lord's
physical body and His spiritual body. We must discern that the Lord’s physical
body was broken for our physical health, and we must also discern that the
Lord’s spiritual body is one and we must walk in love and forgiveness toward
every member.

The fruit of the spirit is love (Gal 5:22) and anything contrary to the fruit of the
spirit would be under the category of “the works of the flesh” (Gal 5:19-21).
Even though the Lord will judge a person quicker on spiritual sins or sins of the
heart, physical sins will eventually catch up to a believer, too. What do I mean
by that?

Love is spiritual. Other sins such as adultery and fornication and the long list in
Gal 5:19-21 are physical. Spiritual sins have to do with sins of the heart like



unforgiveness, pride, other hidden motives, etc. We cannot judge someone
spiritually unless the Lord gives us discernment to see into that realm. We can,
however, judge ourselves so that we will not be judged (1 Cor 11:31).

For example, I remember the story of Jack Coe, the great healing evangelist of
the 1950’s. The Lord sent a prophet, Kenneth Hagin, to warn him of three areas
he needed to judge himself on: love, money, and diet. Evangelist Coe wouldn’t
judge himself so the Lord judged him. He died prematurely at age 38. That was
very sad because he had a mighty anointing on him in the healing area. A great
ministry was taken from the earth. But the root of Jack Coe’s sins was mainly
spiritual, things having to do with his love walk and hidden motives of the heart
such as pride, jealousy, etc. This is why judgment came quickly.

In contrast, the sin of adultery and fornication are physical sins. Of course they
affect our spirits, but for some reason the Lord seems to forbear longer with such
sins.

Again, on another occasion, I remember Kenneth Hagin telling a story about a
man that finally came under the Lord’s judgment after he had lived in adultery
for 36 years, never living right for more than two weeks at a time. The man
simply wouldn’t judge himself, and the Lord eventually had to judge him. And
still, amazingly, the Lord had mercy on him when he filled him with the Holy
Spirit and blessed him with an extra measure of His presence even in his dying
hours. Think about the patience and mercy of God! And yet we also know that
such a lifestyle of sin can cause you to lose your good name, reputation, and
influence as a Christian, and of course, as a minister. It can also cut your life
short and abort God’s plan for your life. It never ever pays to sin. Nothing good
is ever reaped from sin.

Still the Lord is so merciful and long-suffering with us. Often Christians want to
rush to judgment concerning the sins of others. The Lord had already healed this
man once even while he was living in adultery. God was demonstrating His
goodness so that he would repent, but as I said, he never did live right for more
than two weeks at a time. Finally, God’s judgment caught up with him and he
died.

Why am [ sharing all this? Because ministers must teach more on holiness and
sanctification. Many in the body of Christ are weak and sickly, and there is
another side to healing and experiencing the blessings of God that is not being



taught very much. Disobedience keeps people from getting healed. Disobedience
keeps people from receiving God’s blessings. Disobedience keeps people from
walking in the plan of God. God doesn’t bless people so they can continue to
live in sin. God doesn’t bless people so they can continue to live a selfish
lifestyle where they seek their own things and not the things of the kingdom.

Yes, we all sin and miss the mark at times, but it shouldn’t be because we want
to. Consecrated people don’t sin and miss God because they want to. The
consecrated Christian’s aim is to please God in thought, word, motive, and deed.
That’s the difference. It’s a matter of the heart and only God can see the heart.
Are you seeking first the kingdom of God (Mat 6:33)?

It is time for our actions and motives to line up with Mat 6:33. There must be a
worthy motive in Christians to not only receive healing, but to receive all of
God’s blessings. If you are sick, why is it that you want to be healed? Why do
you want God to deliver you from all your problems and troubles? Why do you
desire more monetary and material blessings in your life? Is it only to enjoy your
life more, or is it really to serve God? As I said, there is another side of healing
that is very rarely taught. In an evangelistic crusade or a healing rally you can’t
often teach this other side of healing because you are there to get as many people
healed as possible in a short time. That is the reason that pastors of local
churches need to teach this other side of healing that has to do with our
consecration and obedience.

ANGELS AND OUR CONSECRATION

Lack of consecration can greatly limit angelic ministry to the heirs of salvation.
For example, the angels are encamped around about those who fear the Lord to
keep them in all their ways (Ps 34:7). This scripture is conditional. Walking in
the fear of the Lord is the condition believers must meet to ensure angelic
protection for their lives.

Not only to angels minister protection, but they are also called to minister
provision for the believer. When believers are not consecrated, they move
outside of God’s path and God’s plan for their lives thus hindering the angels
from moving on their behalf. Angels will minister very little provision to those
who are not endeavoring to follow God’s plan for their lives.

We tend to forget about those angels. They are mighty. They excel in strength



and hearken to the voice of God’s Word (103:20). They are sent by the Lord to
minister to us (Heb 1:14), but very often our lack of consecration limits them.

Notice how angels ministered to Jesus after He overcame the temptations of
Satan in the wilderness (Mat 4:11). Every time Jesus was tempted He spoke the
Word of God. That’s what the angels hearken to. But what we fail to often see
about these verses is the consecration that Jesus made at the beginning of His
earthly ministry. He spent 40 days and nights in prayer and fasting, overcame
every temptation the devil threw at Him, and stood His ground, not only against
the devil, but against His own flesh and the spirit of the world. The angels then
came and ministered to Him.

Then Jesus said to him, “Be gone, Satan! For it is written, ‘You shall worship
the Lord your God, and serve Him only.” Then the devil left Him; and behold,
angels came and began to minister to Him” (Mat 4:10-11).

That word ‘minister’ generally means to do anyone a service and care for
someone’s needs. Here’s something we may not have seen before. Angels are not
only committed to the Lord and His Word. They are committed to those who
speak His Word and obey it. In a certain sense angels are drawn to a believer’s
consecration and their surrender to the Lord’s will.

Notice another example of how angels ministered to Jesus at the end of His
ministry in the garden of Gethsemane as Jesus battled to fulfill and complete our
redemption. Once again we know what a difficult trial this was for Jesus. In the
garden He prayed the same prayer of consecration three times as Matthew
records it, and so intense was the struggle that Jesus sweat great drops of blood
(Mat 26:44). We see here one more time the correlation between the angels and
the consecration Jesus made. Angels honor the word of the Lord and they are
activated by a believer’s consecration and surrender.

“Now an angel from heaven appeared to Him, strengthening Him” (Luke
22:43).

Not only do angels minister protection and strength to us, but they minister
preparation and provision for us also in many different areas. A minister received
the following vision from the Lord that wonderfully illustrates this and agrees
with scripture.



The vision was about a young mother with two small children whose husband
had left her. At this time she was without a job, her car was broke down, she had
no money to provide day care for her children, and she was living with her
parents and complaining to the Lord about the lack of provision in her life. The
Lord then showed this minister two pathways into this woman’s future
symbolized by two assembly lines. The first pathway was all lit up and showed
angels darting in and out while others stood on the side arranging things. This
represented the perfect will of God for her life for the next two years. All the
provision the woman had been praying for and needed had already been
commanded by the Lord and prepared by the angels.

The other pathway was not lit up very well and there were only one or two
angels on it looking rather inactive. This was the path the woman was currently
on which was outside the will of God.

The woman was facing some decisions in her life that required growth and
character and a stronger consecration and obedience from her. But she was
emotionally unwilling to surrender and do what was right. She was looking for
answers but in the wrong place. For example, she was in her parents’ church
instead of another church that the Lord was leading her to. In that other church
God had commanded three different people to bless this woman. One was to fix
her car, one was to give her a job as a receptionist, and the other was to babysit
her children. All this provision had been prepared by the angels for her to walk
in, but due to her disobedience she was not receiving it.

Remember the story of Elijah and the widow of Zarephath (1 Kings 17:8-16).
The Lord had commanded this widow to sustain Elijah, but when he arrived
there the lady was preparing what she thought was her last meal, unaware that a
miraculous provision had been commanded from heaven. Both her obedience
and Elijah’s obedience to the word of the Lord manifested the provision.

Angels are sent by the Lord to make preparations for our provision, but we’ve
got to stay consecrated to the will and the plan of God to receive it. Angels have
no authority to change God’s plans nor to give people slack or forgive their
disobedience. They are simply sent to do a job and they have no emotional
attachment to people.

When my family and I moved from Pensacola, Florida to New England in late
summer of 2006 I was conscious of the Lord’s timing and provision. Our house



in Pensacola had been on the market for a number of months and hardly anyone
was even looking at it, much less interested in purchasing it. Suddenly the
second person that viewed the home purchased it, and we made a trip to New
England and found a new home to purchase there within 3 days. Things had
been so slow to develop up until that point, but then they happened so quickly.

I’m convinced that the angels had a definite timetable they were working with.
We wanted to be in New England by the spring but the angels had prepared for
late summer. It didn’t matter how much we spoke the Word or believed God for
our home to sell at a certain time. The angels have no liberty to change God’s
plans or timetable. Often we push things and try to force something to happen
outside of the timing of the Lord. Part of our consecration is not only to God’s

plans but His timing also. We’ve got to learn to follow our hearts and not our
heads.

I could list a number of other examples from my own personal life where my
obedience accelerated provision and where my disobedience to God’s plans or
timing caused delays. Let’s judge ourselves in these areas of consecration. Are
you walking in love with other members in the body of Christ? How about with
your spouse and children, and relatives? Is there any un-forgiveness in your heart
toward anyone? Do you want others to succeed as much as you want to succeed?
Are you free of pride and selfish motives? Why do you want God’s blessings?
Why do you want financial peace and independence? Are your motives worthy
of God’s favor? Are you consecrated to the will and plan of God for your life
whatever that may be? Are things in order in your heart?
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CHAPTER 8
THE MARTYR HEART

“But this I say, brethren, the time is short, so that from now on even those who
have wives should be as though they had none, those who weep as though they
did not weep, those who rejoice as though they did not rejoice, those who buy
as though they did not possess, and those who use this world as not misusing
it. For the form of this world is passing away...But I want you to be without
care...that you may serve the Lord without distraction” (1 Cor 7:29-32, 35).

The Spirit Filled Life Bible has these comments to make concerning the above
passage:

“Paul presents this teaching in light of the tension between the temporal,
unredeemed, secular order and the believer’s spiritual life and calling. The
present distress applies to the whole of this age and not to some distinct period
of persecution in the first century. The spirit of this entire age is stressful,
temporal, and distracting.

Because of the nature of this age and the reality of the coming of Christ,
believers are to adopt the attitude of finding the source of their life in Christ,
rather than in earthly institutions, whether marriage, the social sphere, or the
economic world. A Christian is to live intently and responsibly and yet see these
realities as ultimately temporal.”

This entire theme speaks of living unsettled, not putting down your roots in this
temporal place called earth, and living as spiritual pilgrims passing through.
Whether you live here in the comforts of America or in some impoverished
underdeveloped nation, or somewhere in between, you can live in a state of
unsettledness.

Let me illustrate with a couple of personal examples what it means to live in this
attitude.

A pastor friend of mine whom I will call Bill, a family man and nearly 50 at the
time, sat with me at lunch one day and shared some deep thoughts and feelings



he was experiencing. Tired of a lack of fruit-bearing power among some of his
long-standing church members, and all the fluff that goes with the profession of
conventional ministry, he spoke of leaving his established church of some 20
years and living a different sort of Christianity. He spoke of selling his home,
too and totally unhooking from the familiar past that he had known. “I scare my
wife every time I talk this way.” He said.

“What will you do?” I asked. “I’ll get a regular job, gather me a band of radical
disciples like Jesus did, win souls, and live out authentic relationship-based New
Testament Christianity.”

What would make Bill leave a fairly successful small community church with all
its security, comforts, and benefits that took him years to build up, and just leave
it all?

Let me take you through more of the conversation and you’ll see. Please realize
that I’m only using this one man’s experience to prove a point.

He told me in so many words that he was tired of professional Christianity,
fearing the Church, as he knew it, was becoming a bit of a dinosaur, irrelevant in
many ways, and not connecting the dots between theory and what they actually
possessed in reality.

Bill shared with me how disappointed he was recently when a long standing
member of his church, a licensed practical nurse by profession, failed to share
the gospel with a dying man, leading the poor man to believe that there was
somehow hope outside of Christ: “I hope he finds a better place when he dies.”
the nurse lamented.

The pastor was flabbergasted when he heard this! After years of sermons,
teaching and training, all this church member had was theory...teachings she had
yet to learn to apply in real life.

Bill shared other examples of this same type of spiritual dysfunction in his
church. Not that there weren’t any serious students of the Word, but there were
far too many who displayed a sharp indifference between what they heard and
what they actually made work in the real world. Bill’s longing was to develop
disciples in the real world, outside of the traditional setting of the organized
church. In other words, his passion was to make disciples in life relationships,



which he felt might be more effective, as opposed to the more traditional and
structured way of doing it.

Please understand that it doesn’t really matter what model or methods you use to
make true disciples, as long as it is effective. I’'m sharing a personal example to
show you how much Bill, a long time pastor with an established church, was
willing to give up in order to follow the Lord’s direction for his life and live like
the pilgrim that he was called to be.

Actually the more I listened to Pastor Bill talk the more I could identify with
him. The babe leaped in my own womb as I realized more and more that true
disciples of Jesus Christ have zero tolerance for complacency, indifference, and
are quickly bored with the status quo. My own heart bore witness with Bill’s
convictions and I sensed God being drawn into our conversation.

True disciples of Jesus have a martyr’s heart.

I know of another brother, a former student of mine, now an evangelist who
travels to unreached regions where few men will dare to go. I e-mailed him to
ask about the cost of a 5-country preaching tour he was currently on. In a reply
communiqué he writes:

“Good hearing from you. I hope all is well there in the States. Better you
than me. I have no family, no home, no personal belongings, and of course, no
payments.

If you don't mind going low budget like me you can do the trip for reasonably
cheap. Once you get to Bangkok (BKK) the flights are less than you would
expect if you go on a budget airliner. The risk of going into immediate glory
can run a little higher. If you want to run to win then it's not a problem. Crash
landings are sure to get you there before the rest of the pack.

I should be in the States for about 3 months if the Lord tarries. I want to drop
the hammer while I'm there. I might not ever get another chance to preach in the
ole USA again. I'm surprised we’re still hanging in there.

Like I said, time is short. Who knows what will happen between now and then?
All hell is about to break loose! The restrainer is about to be removed!”



These are the words of what I call a martyr heart. At this writing this brother
was nearly 40 years of age and has chosen to live unmarried and unhooked from
earthly possessions to serve Jesus whole-heartedly. He constantly speaks of his
love for the lost masses of unreached people groups who have not yet heard the
true gospel. Not everyone is called to be a missionary and live this way, but
everyone is called to be a disciple of Jesus and live with the same mind-set and
attitude (Mat 10:37-39; 16:24-25) (Lk 14:33) in whatever sphere of life they are
in.

Some may find the above examples a bit excessive and say, “I’m not a full time
minister. [ have a family to support, and bills to pay. There is no way I can live
like this.” In the above opening passage of scripture the point Paul is making is
to live without cares and distractions, unhooked from the temporal things of this
world, still being responsible, but finding your total source of life in Christ. You
can do this in any line of work or field of study. The main point is to live as if
this world is not your final destination. Just think: If you die tomorrow, what of
all your earthly endeavors?

Why don’t you die today while still in the body?

That is the martyr heart. In other words, you are dead to the things of this world
and you are living solely for eternity. This is the attitude that attracts the
presence of Jesus.

Think of what you find attractive or appealing in other human beings. Perhaps it
is a kindness or a respect they show for other people. Maybe it is a humble and
yielded disposition they possess that attracts you. The spirit of humility is
always attractive for God Himself is drawn to a humble heart (Jam 4:6). But the
greatest and most appealing quality in any human being is the love and
compassion of God. And it is this love and compassion that moves a martyr’s
heart and makes him irresistible.

I recently read the story of Angelo. Angelo was a homeless man, who after
being saved, laid down his life for other homeless people. His earthly life came
to an end when he died on top of another homeless man in the dead of winter
trying to keep him warm. Even though Angelo was a virtual unknown to the
world, his reward in heaven is great. He died a martyr.

This is why a martyr’s heart draws and attracts the presence of Jesus like



nothing else can.

Notice how Jesus stood up at the right hand of God to behold the persecution of
Stephen (Acts 7:55), and then receive him into glory. Isn’t that amazing? A
martyr’s heart is irresistible to Jesus. There is an incredible earthward pull from
heaven into the martyr heart. Angels marvel at the faith of a martyr and minister
to them in their hour of temptation and need (Mat 4:11).

Martyrdom is a manifestation of the fullness of true covenant. This is what it
means to eat His flesh, drink His blood (John 6:53-56), and be a close friend to
Jesus. It’s all about laying down your life in a spirit of pure love. You see, the
scriptures do warn us that it is possible to make sacrifices and even be a physical
martyr without love (1 Cor 13:1-3). Suicide bombers are a good modern day
example of this.

Laying down one’s life for the glory of God to the point of physical death is truly
the supreme act that embodies the fullness of martyrdom. Yet any serious
believer can demonstrate a martyr’s heart every day by the life they choose to
live. The kingdom of God needs living martyrs, too.

When heaven becomes more real than this world the martyr heart is conceived.

The early apostles died martyrs because they were not attached to this world or
afraid of leaving it. The post-resurrection appearances of Jesus had stamped
eternity in their hearts. When some of them witnessed Jesus lifting up His hands
and blessing them, and then disappearing into the sky and on into the third
heaven (Lk 24:50-53), they could not contain themselves. Worship, joy, and
praise erupted from their hearts, and earthly things lost a permanent grip on their
lives.

Stephen was the Church’s first martyr. He was a young man in the prime of his
life and probably had a family. He chose to preach an uncompromising message
one day, and never returned to his earthly home, choosing instead to move on to
his eternal home. What is inside of the heart of a man like that? What would
make a young man seal his fiery message with his own blood?

I believe Stephen was drunk with a spirit of martyrdom. I believe that the Holy
Spirit so filled him with visions of heaven and glory that pushed Stephen over
the edge and on into the presence of the Lord. There was a grace from God



released for Stephen to die a martyr’s death.

Stephen was a holy vessel of a wholly new order effecting disorder among the
self-righteous crowd. He was fit for the Master’s use but so unfit for the
religious system of his day. God raised him up in a blaze of great persecution.
Stephen answered the call, and never looked back. Jesus was alive and heaven
was real. Earth’s sights vanished and its sounds were silenced as Stephen’s spirit
left his bruised and battered body and ascended upward.

I often wonder: Will there be end time persecution in America as great as that
which was in Jerusalem long ago? And will there again be Stephens among us
who have grandeur visions of heaven and of the glory of God? And will some
be killed for telling the truth?

A martyr heart sets things in motion for other generations.

We have reason to believe that Stephen’s forgiveness of his accusers and
murderers was instrumental in bringing forth new birth in another young man
named Saul. As Stephen’s life on earth ended with visions of heaven, Saul’s
new life would soon begin with the same. And as Stephen suffered this great
persecution so Saul would suffer much more.

Saul became Paul because Stephen cried for his forgiveness. The witnesses at
his death laid down their clothes at Saul’s feet. But it was Stephen’s loud
praying that would later lay down new paths for those same feet.

Stephen’s violent departure led to Saul’s violent entry into the kingdom of God.
Will an increase of this kind of violence mark the last days? Will there be an
increase in the voices of violent praying, preaching, and forgiveness that will
produce more violent conversions in this generation?

A true martyr heart is abandoned to Jesus. A false martyr heart is not.

Think about this: Many without Christ possess this kind of spirit. Many die
willingly for unrighteous causes. Some inner city gangs could be considered
fearless martyrs. In many ways they live a life of complete abandonment. The

same could be said of Islamic terrorists.

But their martyrdom is born out of hate, desperation, and anger. When they die



they leave one hell and enter another. There are no grandeur visions of heaven
and of the glory of God. How tragic! And yet how tragic also when you
compare today’s hell martyr spirit versus our own. They are sadly deceived, but
we know the truth. Do we love our own lives more than they do? Are they
more devoted to a lie that we are the truth?

There’s a new generation called “Y” who dress in vampire garb and have an
obsession with death and darkness. They too are not afraid to die. Their
perverted identity with death has conquered their fear of it. They’ve made Satan
their friend. Isn’t it interesting how they’ve landed on a scriptural principle?
Generation “Y” hates their natural life, and that’s why they are willing and able
to give themselves to Satan’s kingdom. What an eerie perversion and morbid
corruption of such a great spiritual truth!

Think of someone like Evel Knievel, the stunt cyclist. If he doesn’t have a spirit
of martyrdom and wreckless abandonment, I don’t know who does. Yet he does
it for fun and a strange brand of entertainment. Getting on a motorcycle and
riding as fast as he can, he endeavors to jump it over 27 automobiles. Flying
through the air before gathered thousands, see Evel land successfully but not
safely on the other side. The motorcycle tumbles and Evel rolls, breaking many
bones in his body. I believe anyone who would do that at the risk of his own life
is drunk with another spirit. In Evel’s case, it may be a strange spirit, but in
Stephen’s case it was the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit will always lead us to lose
our lives in utter abandonment for Christ’s sake. Losing your life for Jesus’ sake
will cause you to gain it! That is the martyr heart.
306






CHAPTER 9
ETERNITY IN THE HEART: THE SPIRIT OF
EVANGELISM

Heaven or hell...heaven or hell...heaven or hell...One hundred years from now
where will we all be? If it’s heaven, what will be your standing? What will be
your eternal reward? What will be your eternal position with Jesus? Will you
reap of gold, silver, and precious stones or will your works go up in smoke as
wood, hay, and stubble? (1 Cor 3:12-15)

And what of your family, friends, and neighbors? And what of all the lost
people you know? Where will they be? Oh God, there’s such inspiration in my
belly for the fulfillment of the great commission and a reaping of the precious
fruit of the earth that remains!

“For I am full of words; the spirit within me compels me. Indeed my belly is
like wine that has no vent; it is ready to burst like new wineskins. I will speak,
that I may find relief; I must open my lips and answer” (Job 32:18-20).

“For we cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard” (Acts
4:20).

Let me speak to you as an evangelist. The true work of evangelism is one of the
most neglected in the Church, and yet it is one of the most important. I’m not
even sure that many of us understand this ministry. Contrary to popular thought
and opinion, evangelism is not just the announcement of the good news of the
gospel, but it is also a call to warn people of the judgment to come as the apostle
Paul did before Felix the governor.

“Some days later Felix came with his wife Drusilla who was a Jewess; and he
sent for Paul and listened to him talk about faith in Christ Jesus. But as he
continued to argue about uprightness, purity of life, the control of the passions
(temperance or self-control), and the judgment to come, Felix became alarmed
and terrified and said, Go away for the present; when I have a convenient
opportunity I will send for you” (Acts 24:24-25 AMP).

Paul did not hold back. He warned the governor of the eternal consequences of



living in sin. The above verses tell us that these themes of righteousness, self-
control, and of the judgment to come that Paul expounded on were all part of the
faith in Christ Jesus, and of the gospel he preached. I'm not so sure we
understand that this is all a part of the gospel. People must know they are sick
before they can appreciate and receive the cure. Sin is sickness, and Christ is the
cure. Paul didn’t just preach the cure, he preached about the sickness too.

Notice also how Paul “argued” and spoke passionately, something we need much
more of today. Sometimes we can be such a passion-less people, but Paul was a
man of overwhelming passion.

“Now while Paul was awaiting them at Athens, his spirit was grieved and
roused to anger as he saw the city was full of idols, so he reasoned and argued
in the synagogue...” (Acts 17:16-17 AMP).

“By the time Silas and Timothy arrived from Macedonia, Paul was completely

engrossed with preaching, earnestly arguing and testifying to the Jews that
Jesus is the Christ” (Acts 18:5 AMP).

I’ve been in that place in the spirit so many times over the years. I’ve had
people tell me to tone things down, to not get too excited, to not raise my voice
so loud, but they just didn’t understand the passion of one who knows, as a
messenger of God, he stands between the living and the dead. A dying preacher
once said, “I’ve taken a good look into eternity, and if I could come back, how
different I would preach.”

If we’re not careful, our preaching can become heady, but heart-less, informative
but passion-less. It can lack revelation of the otherworld and the life to come.
Desperate times require desperate preaching. The urgency of the hour requires
an urgent message. When a house is on fire and its inhabitants are perishing, an
urgent response is demanded. And so, will we not help those whose souls are on
the edge of the fire of hell?

Paul’s spirit was “grieved and roused to anger; he reasoned, argued, testified,
and was completely engrossed with preaching”. This beloved man was
possessed with another spirit. God gripped him. The words he penned
throughout his epistles are full of strong emotions and consuming passions that
still vibrate in the hearts of those who are also consumed with eternity.



The words that Paul spoke to Felix alarmed and terrified him. Somehow we’ve
come to believe that words which soothe and comfort are the only words we
need to be speaking. How grave a mistake that is! How many have perished
because there was no voice of inspiration to arouse them from their slumber?!
We must speak to the lost as if it were our last opportunity, with tenderness, love,
and passion dripping from our lips, and weeping, if possible, through every
argument. We must learn the art and skill of compelling sinners to Christ.

When I visit churches I see such a need for the impartation of the zeal and fire of
evangelism. I see such a need for the ministry of the evangelist and for the local
church to share its resources and to support worthy men who fill that ministry.

It’s so easy for the local church and its officers to become complacent and to
take on a form of academia and ecclesiasticism that kills the spirit of revival and
the zeal for evangelism. There has been a great deal of secularization in so many
of our congregations across America and the world.

Listen to the words of Gordon Lindsay:

“The tendency of the paid clergy in general has been to ecclesiasticism, the
development of a form of religion and the freezing of it into a static condition.
An office in the church can be made into a professional thing, a means of making
a living. A man caught in the toils of its vicious cycle is to be pitied. God calls
every minister to be a guardian of the souls of men.”

We need to take the gospel out of the secularization state and out of the academic
sphere and apply it to the individual in terms of life and death and heaven and
hell. Let’s put the gospel into the personal realm of human experience. The
ministry of evangelism reminds men that beyond this world there is an after-life,
and all of humanity is but one heart-beat away from eternity; to either enter
heaven, the abode of the righteous, or hell, the regions of the damned...forever!

All the forces of evil are arrayed against the gospel penetrating the minds and
hearts of sinners. The devil’s strategy has always been to institutionalize the
Church and to turn it into a powerless religious system where it has little
consciousness of eternity and no zeal for the conversion of lost souls. If the
devil can turn the Church into a business that deals mainly with the dollar in
mind, or into a charitable organization that is satisfied with humanitarian
projects only, or into a social club or an entertainment center, he has succeeded,



and he will rear his proud head back with glee for doing so. The Church has
been ordained by God to be above all else, a soul-saving organism.

The devil will use division from within the church and persecution from without
the church to stop the gospel from spreading. It is obvious from reading through
the gospels and the book of Acts that there were revivals, but there were also
riots and fierce opposition to the gospel, to the work of evangelism, and the
conversion of sinners. Satan will use every strategy in his arsenal to keep
Christians from preaching the gospel and to keep sinners from receiving it.

As an example of the latter, I was on the streets one time helping a local church
with evangelistic outreach when my team and I were invited into a home. As
soon as I began to bear down and preach the gospel to some of the members of
that household, distractions began to come. I would say the word ‘hell’ and the
landline phone would ring. I would say the name of Jesus and how foolish it
was to live without God and the cell phone would ring. Conviction would come
and someone would knock on the door or start playing with the dog. When the
opportunity to receive Jesus was given, the conversation would move into a
natural direction as the devil toyed with people’s minds.

I decided to tell the people what was happening, thus exposing the devil’s
devices. That must have shut him up for good because suddenly all the
distractions ceased and the presence of God moved in, and you couldn’t hear a
pin drop for the next 30 minutes as the people, out of a willing heart, called on
the name of the Lord with joy and tears. It was glorious! My team and I didn’t
want to engage in any casual conversation after we left the house because of the
richness of the presence and the peace of God we had just experienced.

What an impression this made on the sinners who were saved! They didn’t just
utter a prayer or make a confession, but they received an impartation. The two
members of my team were also deeply impacted. These are the kind of
experiences that will make soul winners out of common men. You can’t get this
from a textbook. It is not the enticing words of man’s speech but it is the
impartation that comes through demonstrations of the Holy Spirit that will
eternally and permanently leave its mark on people.

In the light of eternity what are the things in this life that really matter? In
comparison to the eternal destiny of the human race, how insignificant are so
many of life’s trivialities! There is nothing we can take with us to heaven except



people. Jesus’ final message to His disciples still rings true, and all the more as
we see the day of His return approaching:

“He that believes and is baptized shall be saved and he that believes not shall
be damned” (Mk 16:15-16).

May the damned be less.

And may the Lord saturate us with an undying zeal for the souls of men.
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CHAPTER 10
EVANGELIZE OR DIE

Many centuries ago in North Africa there was a strong Christian movement and
presence throughout the region. Today Islam rules and in some nations Islamic
governments have instituted laws that make preaching and converting men to
Christ a criminal offense. What happened? How could nations and regions that
were once Christianized become such strongholds of Islam?

History tells us the story. In North Africa when Christian theologians began to
have doctrinal disagreements the emphasis on the great commission was
diminished, and then the devil gradually moved in.

“Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature. He who
believes and is baptized shall be saved...And these signs shall follow those who
believe...” (Mk 16:15-17).

These final words of Jesus are so powerful, and yet so easy to neglect and lose
sight of. Simply put, the Church is commanded to evangelize with signs
following, or reap the consequences. The consequences in North Africa for not
keeping the great commission, as the Church’s central focus, were death to the
move of God and Christianity. Think of the many generations that have been
affected by the Church’s neglect in North Africa. The same I’'m sure could be
said of many other nations.

Europe is another continent that was entrusted with the gospel in the early
centuries and at one time had many strong churches that dotted its landscape.
Yet today, a good number of the European nations are like sewers infested with
atheism, humanism, and false religion. Neglecting to focus on the fulfillment of
the great commission with power allowed darkness to move in.

The same could be said of local churches everywhere: Lutheran churches;
Methodist churches; Presbyterian churches; Pentecostal churches; Charismatic
churches. 1In their earliest beginnings many of these churches experienced
revival and were zealous in evangelistic work. Many have since grown cold and
complacent and some have died.

Several years ago a friend of mine ministered in a church with approximately



60-70 people. The Spirit of God gave him three words to preach on.
“Evangelize or die!” Some people were angry and offended at this word. The
church, however, soon got past being offended and entered into obedience. In a
very short time this church grew to 700 people. “Evangelize or die” is an in
season word for many churches today. Just imagine what would happen to the
body of Christ worldwide if this word was taken seriously.

Here is what I’ve observed in local churches: Man-hours, energy, focus, money,
time, and resources are put into different areas of the church, but evangelistic
work is sorely neglected. Oh yes, we have our outreach programs, but many of
these are service or socially oriented works only. The zeal of God and the real
soul-winning spirit can sometimes be lacking. We need fresh fire! We need a
touch of wholesome fanaticism!

Evangelism is the purpose, and we need to keep the purpose at the forefront.
Service is good, but service with evangelism is far better. The purpose is to get
people saved by preaching the gospel with signs following (Mk 16). We are
commanded to do good works and service-oriented programs are certainly a part
of that, but in and of itself, these programs cannot save anyone.

Listen to this powerful statement:

“There is a certain kind of passivity, a teaching and an educating to bring truth
and an engaging in acts of kindness to show love, that actually limits the
ministry of God’s kingdom.”

Without question, we must continue to teach and educate people with truth and
demonstrate the love of God, especially through acts of service and kindness, but
without a certain kind of zeal and a preaching with power, the kingdom of God
makes very little penetration into the world.

The Salvation Army organization is an example of what has happened in many
Christian churches and institutions when service and social programs are placed
above the fervent preaching of the gospel. Many of our Salvation Army centers
today are social organizations only, with little or no fire (how many times has a
Salvation Army worker shared Christ with you especially during holidays like
Christmas when donations are received outside department stores and
supermarkets?).



William Booth, the founder of the Salvation Army, was not only a
compassionate man who loved and served the poor, and was rich in good works,
but he was also a man full of fire, vision, and passion. It was General Booth
who made the following statement more than 100 years ago:

“The chief danger of the 20™ century will be religion without the Holy Ghost,
Christianity without Christ, forgiveness without repentance, salvation without
regeneration, heaven without hell, and politics without God.”

What a word of wisdom! How accurate and fitting is this utterance for the
present hour generation! Even his own organization has for the most part fallen
prey to this amazing prophecy.

We must realize that God has chosen the foolishness of preaching to save those
who believe (1 Cor 1:17-18, 21). Do we really understand that without
preaching people cannot be saved? The early apostles serve as our timeless
examples that public preaching is necessary to the growth of the Church. But
the task of preaching the gospel wasn’t committed only to the apostles.
Everyone preached the gospel in the early Church.

“Therefore they that were scattered abroad went everywhere preaching the
word ” (Acts 8:4).

“Now they which were scattered abroad upon the persecution that arose about
Stephen traveled as far as Phenice, and Cyprus, and Antioch, preaching the
word...And some of them were men of Cyprus and Cyrene, which, when they
were come to Antioch, spake unto the Grecians, preaching the Lord Jesus”
(Acts 11:19-20).

Now think about this: The early Church preached the gospel during times of
great persecution. How much easier it is to preach during times of relative
peace? When the Church fails to preach the gospel during times of peace, evil
advances. The devil is merciless. Haven’t we seen this in America where courts
are assuming more power than any branch of our federal government and
seeking to uphold laws that would limit the preaching of the gospel? Even now
it is happening! This is not the time to back down. This is the time for the
Church to step up her efforts in prayer and the public preaching of the gospel
with signs following.



What happens when unfavorable laws toward the preaching of the gospel begin
to be legislated? The intimidation factor increases. It then becomes easier to
keep silent or to compromise our message. Scripture commands us to obey the
laws of the land, but not when they are contrary to the laws of God. The
principle is that we always submit to the higher law. “Preaching the gospel to
every creature” (Mk 16:15) is the higher law.

Richard Wurmbrand, founder of Voice of the Martyrs, who suffered much for the
gospel, once asked why, when the Supreme Court passed the law removing
public prayer from our schools, American Christians complied. What would
have happened if we just refused to comply and say like Peter and the other
apostles, “We ought to obey God rather than men (Acts 5:29)?” That ungodly
law might have been reversed immediately. Or at the least, the Church would’ve
proven by her obedience to be a force to be reckoned with. By not taking action
and being silent we allowed darkness to move in and increase.

This is how the devil moved into North Africa. First, the Church became
divided over doctrine and gradually grew spiritually cold. Then things began to
decline from there...they stopped praying, they stopped evangelizing, they
became ashamed of the gospel and kept it in a closet, public preaching
decreased, and eventually became non-existent. And then Satan pounced on the
opportunity, and increased his efforts to make the preaching of the gospel
illegal.

In the process of time new laws were passed by anti-Christ governments that
restricted the Christian witness. Principalities and powers began to rule the
land. Today in that region you can feel the fear and oppression that Islam has
produced. Now the only way to advance the gospel in much of that region is to
work ‘underground’ or pay the ultimate price of martyrdom.

When the early Church and the apostles received persecution they kept on
preaching. (Acts 4:18-20) (Acts 5:28-29, 40-42). It’s about time we do the same.

Evangelize or die! Every saint is called to be a witness. The honorable task of
evangelizing our world does not fall on a chosen few. It is to be a lifestyle. It
should not be relegated to a special department in the church. Otherwise, people
get the impression that evangelistic work is only for a chosen and tireless few,
and it compartmentalizes the purpose of evangelism instead of enlarging it.



Just imagine if every Christ-professing church, evangelical, denominational, or
otherwise really preached the gospel! What a difference we would see in our
own nation and in the nations of the world!

Where is the problem? Why is there so little zeal for evangelism in many of our
churches? Why is the harvest so great and the laborers still so few? It is
because to most Christians evangelism is a law and a duty. But evangelism is
only a law and a duty to those who still own their lives. Until you yield your life
to the ownership of Jesus Christ, evangelism will continue to be drudgery to you.
People will be a sort of ‘project’ for you to invite to church, and the love and
compassion of Jesus that breaks the enemy’s back and fuels evangelism will be
lacking. Falling in love with Jesus will change all that. If you love Jesus with
all your heart you will share Him with your life and with your mouth.

“A burning heart will find for itself a flaming tongue.” Charles Spurgeon

Much of our evangelistic activity can be done in vain if believers are not
experiencing the presence of God that comes from living a submitted life to
Jesus.

Here is what real Christians must do: Allow yourself to be broken before the
Lord. Don’t just spend time in prayer, but also spend time in surrender. Submit
to His Lordship daily (Lk 9:23). At first it will be a battle in your soul, but if
you stay with it, every action of your life will soon start becoming an act of
worship and every person a target of God’s love. You will be transformed!

The culmination of this transformation in you will be evidenced in your
thoughts. You will begin to find yourself thinking about God and thinking about
people in the light of His redemption. Your feelings will also change. You will
begin to feel God’s heart for people and to pray His desires.

The living Church of the Lord Jesus Christ is the only hope for our world. As
the Church goes, so goes the nation. But the Church is only as powerful as its
commitment to pray and live a surrendered life, and be obedient to the great
commission. When churches fail to obey the great commission and go public
with the gospel you will find the Holy Spirit’s influence gradually being
removed. “Evangelize or die” is an urgent word. I believe obedience to this
word will revive churches and rescue the perishing multitudes.
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CHAPTER 11
HEAVEN, HELL, AND HOLINESS

I want to speak about the three BIG H’s: Heaven, Hell, and Holiness. I call these
forgotten themes or lost themes in the body of Christ. If preachers would begin
to preach about heaven many people would be glad to hear about it, but not so
many would have the same feelings toward hell. But did you know that Jesus,
our loving and merciful Savior, gave more actual descriptions of hell than He did
of heaven?

Listen to a voice from the Puritan past:

“Oh! If we had more love to you, we would tell you more about hell. They do
not love you who do not warn you, poor hell-deserving sinners. Oh! Remember
that love warns.”

Jesus said that hell is a real place “where their worm does not die and the fire is
not quenched” (Mk 9:44). He also describes it as a furnace of fire where there is
wailing, weeping, and gnashing of teeth (Mat 13:50), and a place of continual
torment (Lk 16:23-24). Only those whose names are in the Lamb’s Book of Life
will enter heaven (Rev 21:27) while those not found therein will be thrown into
the lake of fire (Rev 20:15). Not too popular, but Jesus and the holy Scriptures
give it plenty of attention.

In His oft-proclaimed warnings of hell Jesus spoke of death and the judgment to
come as well. And the frequency by which He spoke of these things agrees with
the pattern of the entire New Testament. Actually, there are 234 references of
death, hell, and judgment in 260 chapters of the NT. Isn’t it disturbing that so
few preachers today preach on these vitally important themes? We’ve
practically taken them out of the gospel. I did a study on hell a couple of years
ago and learned so much. It made me even more grateful for my salvation, and
it nurtured a greater compassion and burden in me for the lost.

We must understand that the great purpose of divine revelation is to warn men
that their eternal destiny is permanently determined by the manner which they
live their earthly life. Therefore that which determines man’s destiny in the next
life should have man’s most reverent attention in this one. Today many
Christians are only interested in this life. There seems to be so very little talk
about the afterlife. Frankly, many act as if their lives on earth will never end.



There is a real need in the Church today to restore the preaching of these truths
to our theology. The fact that they are emphasized in the New Testament means
the Church should emphasize them. One of the most convicting and alarming
truths known to man is that he must someday meet God. Barring the return of
Jesus, every man will one day die, and every man will one day be judged.

Yet the apostle Paul said he couldn’t wait for that day, desiring to depart from
this world, and calling it “far better” to do so than to stay (Phil 1:23). Why then
are so many Christians afraid or hesitant to talk about these things? And why
are preachers reluctant to preach on them? The lost must be told of heaven and
warned of hell and judgment. The saved must be encouraged to live holy and
press on toward their eternal reward, knowing that what they do after their
salvation will determine their rank, position, and reward in heaven throughout all
eternity.

Are we so bound to our earthly home, forgetting we’re just passing through, that
the reality of our eternal home has totally faded from our view?

Even though Jesus did not talk much about heaven in the way of description,
there are several places in the Bible where heaven or paradise and the New
Jerusalem are mentioned. This is our blessed hope!

Heaven is the home of the redeemed. Jesus said He went away to prepare
‘dwelling places’ for us (John 14:2-3). Yes, literal homes! And do you know
what those homes will be made out of? Gold, silver, and precious stones which
represent our works tried by fire (1 Cor 3:12-13)! And do you know what the
greatest part of the judgment of our works is based on? Our motives and
whether our works were based on pure love and for the glory of God (See my
Purity of Heart book).

In Revelation 21 when the angel showed John the New Jerusalem, the Bride of
Christ (that’s the consecrated and surrendered people of God), some of the
construction of the city had been finished. The wall and its foundations were
named after the apostles. That is to say, the construction materials of gold,
silver, and precious stones to furnish this part of the holy city were supplied from
the consecrated lives of the apostles. The apostles suffered great persecution and
martyrdom to take the Lord’s love to the nations. Their motives purified their
works, and their works were translated into materials to help construct the
foundations of the wall of the New Jerusalem. Glory to God!



Just think: Every trial, every difficulty, every sacrifice you’ve made, every word
and deed you’ve done in love and for the honor and glory of God is being
translated into construction materials to furnish your heavenly home. Even the
heavenly clothing of the saints will be furnished from their righteous acts (Rev
19:8). That is so incredible to me! That is such a motivating factor to keep on
pressing toward the mark for the prize of the high calling that’s in Christ Jesus!
Our goal, though, must be like the apostle Paul’s, to know Him (Phil 3:10). We
do not necessarily serve the Lord for the rewards only, but out of a passion and
love for Him who first loved us (1 John 4:19).

All that is done with pure motives will get the Lord’s reward. When your
motives are pure your love is pure. That is true holiness. Pure love is holiness.
And pure love will not be ashamed in the day when His holy fire will test our
works.

Holiness is not a popular message today. One of the reasons it’s not popular is
because of the misconception people have of holiness. Many still equate
holiness with rules and restrictions. But living holy is not about what you wear
and how you dress, or about the length of your hair, or even the outward
blessings you may have. Holiness is the character of God. It’s the nature and
love of God.

Jesus was the perfect example of holiness. He was holy because he was ruled by
love in all things. Every thought, word, and deed he ever did was motivated by
love. Every act of His life was a contribution to the glory of God. Even the
miracles He performed were not so much to prove His own deity, but out of a
love and compassion for humanity. How wonderful and burden destroying is
His love!

Understand that Jesus did not preach the gospel and heal the sick because He
was trying to earn points from the Father. He didn’t lay down His life and
forgive His enemies so He could earn wages from the Father and make it back to
heaven. He never did anything for money, popularity, or to gain a name or an
advantage for Himself. Simply put, everything Jesus said and did was out of
love and for the glory of God alone regardless of public opinion. That, my
friends, is holiness!

Have you ever met someone you knew who was hiding something and not



telling you the truth? Hiding is a manifestation of sin and pride. The first thing
Adam and Eve did when they sinned in the beginning was to hide. This is just
the opposite of holiness. Holiness has an unveiled and open face. It doesn’t
hide because it has nothing to hide. In the day of reckoning and accountability
and the revealing of all things, nothing can be hidden from the fire of His
holiness.

Pride hides. Holiness is transparent. The more transparent a person is the
greater holiness he is walking in. When people have ulterior motives and a
certain self-seeking agenda, they will twist their words or an event to their own
advantage; they will use people for their own gain, courting words to their own
favor, often shading the truth to put themselves in the best possible light and to
protect themselves. Almost every human being has something they hide. The
only ones who don’t are the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Our goal
should always be the image of Christ; to be like Him, to be pure and transparent,
to be holy, and to love with a pure love.

Many profess belief in the Bible but don’t really believe that its words will have
any bearing on their eternal destiny. The Bible has much to say about works.
Certainly we aren’t saved by works, but they shall determine our eternal reward.
After all, it is written that faith without works is dead. Works are the way we
prove the sincerity of our faith. But I’ve met so many people in my years of
walking with the Lord who seem confident that no matter how they live their
lives on the earth they will somehow make it to heaven and even receive their
eternal reward.

“Now if anyone build on this foundation with gold, silver, and precious stones,
wood, hay, and straw, each one’s work will become clear; for the Day will
declare it, because it will be revealed by fire; and the fire will test each one’s
work, of what sort it is. If anyone’s work he has built on it endures, he will
receive a reward. If anyone’s work is burned, he will suffer loss; but he
himself will be saved, yet so as through fire” (1 Cor 3:12-15).

What will make each of our individual works clear is the fire of God’s holiness.
It will take holy fire to reveal the motives behind our works. Our motives play a
big part in determining if our works are gold, silver, and precious stones or
wood, hay, and stubble. Some believer’s works shall be burned, and he will
suffer loss. Yes, the Bible says loss! We don't often think that there will be any
loss for the believer who makes it to heaven, but the Word of God tells us



differently. 1 don’t know about you, but I don’t want that to be my lot and
portion.

Every believer needs to live with a daily consciousness of finishing his race and
fulfilling God’s plan for his life. I sort of have this picture in my mind of two
graphs in heaven; one represents what I actually did with my life in God, and the
other tells me what the fullness of God’s plan and will was for me. And my
constant pressing is to shorten the gap between the two.

At this point certain people may be thinking, “that’s alright if I lose my reward
because I'll still make it to heaven, and that’s what’s important”. I’ll be plain
here and tell you that this is a loser’s mentality. A wise man considers the
dfterlife and his eternal reward, but a fool does not. A wise man realizes that his
life on earth is very temporal, but eternity is forever. The issue in not just one of
salvation, but of your personal love for Jesus and your standing throughout
eternity. Will you have a seat close to Jesus for all of eternity?

There’s a reason why the mother of James and John requested that they sit on the
right and left hand of Jesus (Mat 20:20-23). There’s a reason why Jesus
promised His disciples thrones where they would be judges (Mat 19:28). To
those who overcome He grants a seat with Him on His throne (Rev 3:21).
There’s a reason why Jesus promised more authority to him who is faithful both
here and the hereafter (Lk 16:10-12). Paul spoke of crowns being laid up for
him (2 Tim 4:8). He spoke of attaining unto a certain resurrection (Phil 3:11)
that included more than just the general resurrection of the righteous.

Heaven is for the saved. No one without the new nature can enter into the holy
atmosphere of heaven. But rewards are for the sanctified and for those who

refused to deviate from the pursuit of their first love.

On the other hand, hell is for the devil and his demons and for all those who
chose to live independently of God.

Let’s live like these things are true.
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CHAPTER 12
HOLINESS AND THE LORD’S RETURN

“But take heed to yourselves, lest your hearts be weighed down with carousing,
drunkenness, and cares of this life, and that day come upon you unexpectedly.
For it will come as a snare on all those who dwell on the face of the whole
earth. Watch therefore, and prays always that you may be counted worthy to
escape all these things that will come to pass, and to stand before the Son of
Man” (Lk 21:34-36).

The world’s system is turning up the heat and creating an environment that is
suffocating the spirit of watchfulness and prayer in many believers today. The
consequences of not watching over our hearts will be un-preparedness and an
un-readiness that will cause us to miss the return of the Lord, lose out on our
eternal reward, and be trapped here on the earth during the tribulation period.

Many people’s schedules, clocks, and calendars are not set according to a
heavenly order. Their priorities are wrong. Many Christians are busy, busy,
busy...tired, tired, tired...no time or surrender in prayer, no spiritual
nourishment, and no rest. It’s a vicious cycle that is feeding and strengthening
the flesh and its desires. This cycle must be reversed for people’s spirits to gain
the ascendancy over the flesh in order to move into the flow of God in these last
days.

I want to deal with two issues in keeping ourselves watchful and ready for the
Lord’s return.

BUSY-NESS

Typical scenario: There are parents, both husband and wife, both with regular
jobs, and with school age children. They get their children ready for school in
the morning before sending them off, and then stop by the local Dunkin’ Donuts
to grab a quick coffee and maybe a bite to eat. They come home from a full
day’s work late in the afternoon. The house is messy so Mom cleans and tidies
up a little bit while getting some laundry done. Dad has to pick up the car he
dropped off at the mechanic shop earlier in the day and then pick up the mail at
the Post Office. On the way home he picks up dinner for the family since Mom



is too tired to cook. The kids are isolated at home with each one doing their own
thing in their own little world. One has his headphones on listening to music, one
is playing his video games, while yet another is arguing with Mom about the
clothes she wants to wear to a friend’s house this evening that she can’t seem to
find.

Then comes the weekend and finally time to catch up on all the other extra
chores; time to get a little extra sleep and relaxation; time to indulge a little in
some innocent or even not so innocent pleasures.

Day in and day out, weekend in and weekend out, this is how most people live.
This is life in America and in some other nations as well for the average family.
Much worse and even more stressful for some who have single parent homes or
are in abusive, strife-filled situations. And sadly, it is not much different for
Christians than non-Christians except for maybe a church service on Sundays.

Life for most people is a constant whirlwind, carving out a living, trying to climb
out of debt, or stay out of debt, pay bills, save up for the children’s college
education or retirement, remodel the home, etc. etc. etc. This is what many
consider normal life. But is it normal? Is it wrong? Is it sinful? Is it according to
God’s standards? Can we be less busy and live less tired with less stress? Give
more time to prayer and the things of God without neglecting our personal
responsibilities? Or is this all a part and parcel of the present culture and world
we live in that cannot be changed?

Before we address those questions, notice that in the verse of scripture above,
the warning Jesus gave has to do with our hearts being weighed down. That’s the
issue. That’s what we have to guard against. What I find is that this kind of busy,
hectic lifestyle has a tendency to squash intimacy with God, sensitivity to
people, and nullify God’s real purpose for our lives. That is what makes it wrong
and below God’s standards. Does it weigh down your heart where you are less
watchful and prayerful? That is the question you should be asking. How can you
order your life so that you stay filled, fresh, and on-fire about the things of the
Lord? That’s the real issue here. The same order doesn’t work for everyone. We
are all living different lives with different schedules. The main point is that you
need to get your life and house in order, and put it in a position that is conducive
to receiving from the Lord and making your spiritual supply to others.

One of the mistakes people often make is to base all their decisions and order of



schedule around money. Solomon, speaking for the common man, said that
money answers all things. That, however, is only true when your priorities are in
order. For example, I know of low income families who raised their children in
the ways of the Lord, many times doing without, and they are reaping huge
benefits from their children now. On the other hand, I know wealthy families
who used their money to live in more luxury, but their children are away from
the Lord. Their money, which was used for their pleasures, led them away from
the Lord’s ways. How are you using your money, and what are your priorities?

Recently I had lunch with a wonderful brother who is a painter. It is a blue-collar
job that does not pay real high wages. His wife is a homemaker who home
schools their children. If they put their children in public school and the wife got
an outside job, they would do much better financially. But their priorities are in
order and they realize that money isn’t everything. I admire a decision like that,
and I know it pleases the Lord. The public school system is a gateway to hell for
many of today’s children. I know some who have made it through, but I know
more that have not. You can’t base all your decisions on money. Too many
Christians are materialistic minded and earthly minded instead of eternity
minded.

“And the world will be as it was in the days of Lot. People went about their
daily business—eating and drinking, buying and selling, farming and building
—until the morning Lot left Sodom. Then fire and burning sulfur rained down
from heaven and destroyed them all. Yes, it will be ‘business as usual’ right up
to the day when the Son of Man is revealed” (Luke 17:28-30 — NLT).

This verse doesn’t even talk about sin, which I will also mention later. None of
these things listed - eating, drinking, buying, selling, farming (building), and
planting - that people were doing in Lot’s day were wrong in themselves, but the
people were so absorbed in them that they had no time for spiritual matters.

There is great financial pressure today. The temptation to make quick money,
even sometimes through questionable means, is very strong. You need to be
assured that if God is first in your life He will take care of you (Mat 6:33). If you
learn to follow the Spirit of God He can teach you how to profit in all things, and
that includes financial affairs. But if you choose to follow the system of the world
and try and keep up financially with all the world’s demands, you will miss God.

The supreme call of the hour is to prepare yourself for the glory of the Lord and



the harvest to come, and to be watchful and ready for the Lord’s return. Get your
house and priorities in order. Get filled with the Spirit of God and the Word of
God. Win souls, win souls, and win more souls! People are eternal and far more
important than possessions. Put yourself in a position to be the witness God has
called you to be. Remember that busyness is not always a sign of effectiveness.

SIN

This is another issue that stops Christians from being watchful and having a
spirit of prayer and readiness for the Lord. I want to continue being very
practical and honest with you as I share my heart. At this writing, I’ve been
saved for over 30 years and preached my first message back in 1983. I've
watched my generation be raised and I’ve watched my generation raise their
children. There is great failure today in this area of raising our children in true
holiness and the fear of the Lord. This is why many of our children are being lost
to the world.

Chewing gum was a big no-no in school 50 years ago. Today it’s drugs, rampant
sexual promiscuity, and even murder. The standard has fallen. The Church has
followed the world and lowered her own standards. As a result, the home has
lowered her standards. The course of generations is always affected by sin and
the choices of the previous generation. If not for the mercy of God, many of us
would be casualties too. But when one knows better, when one has been
enlightened, there is great responsibility to walk in that light and a great
accountability to the Lord.

I have been a guest in other ministers’ homes and got up to use the bathroom in
the nighttime and observed the minister’s teenagers watching pornography on
the television, or nowadays on computer. I’ve heard the music that minister’s
kids listen to today and I am appalled. I’ve been in the homes of local church
deacons and elders and have observed very suggestive magazines, novels, and
videos that I would never have in my home. I have seen a level of rebellion and
disrespect in today’s children that was almost unknown in my generation. What
is going on? Strong godly leadership in the Church and in the home is at an all
time low.

As a leader in the church or in our home, we not only have a great responsibility
as gatekeepers to watch what comes into our own lives and homes, but also over
those the Lord has entrusted to us. One day we will give account to the Lord for



the souls entrusted to our care (Heb 13:17). We must be thorough in holding up
the standard so people can keep out the spirit of the world and sin from their
lives. I’ve seen leaders make very unwise choices in this area simply because
they under-estimate the power and gravity of sin and its effects.

Since the young generation is the future of the Church and the nation, let me
give you an example in this area of how a little leaven can leaven the whole
lump. That is, a little sin, a little poison, a little cancer, can destroy the whole
body or the entire life. It can set a person’s life completely off course.

One day when our son was 12 years of age he came home from youth group and
told me how his youth pastor had found one of the other kid’s iPods and
discovered worldly music on it. One mother said that it’s not so bad, and it won’t
hurt for them to listen to a little secular music. A parent who says that has no
understanding of how the devil works.

My wife had a word from the Lord she received in a dream. The dream was a
prophetic warning for a large church we were preaching in. In the dream she saw
music coming out of a CD that was bringing devils into the church. Music has
power to transmit that kind of influence.

This sort of thing is happening everywhere in churches especially among the
young people. But again, the responsibility lies with parents and the spiritual
leadership in churches. What kind of example are we setting? And what kind of
training are we giving them? Are we entertaining them, or are we really
preparing them spiritually to be a soldier for Christ in this life?

I’m amazed at how we downplay the spirit of the world in our churches today.
I’ve seen pastors get up and promote rated R movies and not think anything of it.
I’ve seen women who have been part of the church for years dress so scantily.
I’ve seen supposed Christian youth concerts where teens are bumping and
grinding to the music (for those of you who don’t know what bumping and
grinding is, it is the equivalent of having sexual intercourse with your clothes
on). And what do most Christian leaders do about things like this? Absolutely
nothing. Why? Because they are afraid to offend people. They would rather
offend God and please the devil. I know I’'m being strong here, but it’s time to
speak plain about these things. We are losing a generation.

We are living in the end times. Holiness and the fear of the Lord are to be major



emphases as we approach the rapture and the Lord’s return. Let me conclude by
listing several scriptures that bear this out. Pay close attention to the theme of
holiness as it relates to the end times.

“Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave
Himself for her, that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of
water by the word, that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not
having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and
without blemish” (Eph 5:25-27).

“And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love to one another and
to all, just as we do to you, so that He may establish your hearts blameless in
holiness before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ
with all His saints” (1 Thes 3:12-13).

“Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely; and may your
whole spirit, soul, and body be preserved blameless at the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ” (1 Thes 5:23).

“I urge you in sight of God who gives life to all things, and before Christ Jesus
who witnessed the good confession before Pontius Pilate, that you keep this
commandment without spot, blameless until our Lord Jesus Christ’s
appearing” (1 Tim 6:13-14).

“For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men, teaching
us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly,
righteously, and godly in the present age, looking for the blessed hope and
glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ” (Tit 2:11-13).

“And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, not
forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but
exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day
approaching” (Heb 10:24-25).

“Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, what manner of persons
ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, looking for and hastening the
coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be dissolved,
being on fire, and the elements will melt with fervent heat? Nevertheless we,
according to His promise, look for new heavens and a new earth in which



righteousness dwell. Therefore, beloved, looking forward to these things, be
diligent to be found by Him in peace, without spot and blameless” (2 Pet 3:11-
14).

“But the anointing which you have received from Him abides in you, and you
do not need that anyone teach you; but as the same anointing teaches you
concerning all things, and is true, and is not a lie, and just as it has taught
you, you will abide in Him. And now, little children, abide in Him, that when
He appears, we may have confidence and not be ashamed before Him at His
coming” (1 John 2:27-28).

“Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what
we shall be, but we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for
we shall see Him as He is. And everyone who has this hope in Him purifies
himself, just as He is pure” (1 John 3:2-3).

“Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness in the
Day of Judgment; because as He is, so are we in this world” (1 John 4:17).

As you can plainly see, holiness needs to be a major issue in the Church
especially as time draws nearer to the return of the Lord. This is a matter of
eternal life and eternal death. Watch and pray. Be a wise gatekeeper. In doing so
you will save both yourself and many others by helping them turn from the error
of their ways to righteousness.
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CHAPTER 13
THE HOLY SPIRIT AND PERSONAL HOLINESS

When the great apostle of faith Smith Wigglesworth was once asked about the
secret of his close walk with God he replied: “The Holy Spirit and personal
holiness.” What a word! His answer speaks volumes. These are the two
streams of our life in God. These two components of our faith are what will
make us stalwart Christians!

Think of it: The Holy Spirit has been sent to help us in every area of life. Jesus
told us that He, the Holy Spirit, would speak to us whatsoever He hears, lead us
and guide us into all truth, and show us things to come (John 16:13). What a
promise! Is it a reality to you? Jesus also told us that the Holy Spirit would not
speak of Himself but would testify of Jesus and glorify Him. What an
inheritance we have in this promise of the Father that Jesus foretold for us!

Greater is He who is in us than He who is in the world (1 John 4:4). Be filled
with the Spirit!

Being full of the Spirit is the perfect order of God for our lives. Time in the
Word and time in the spirit of prayer, praise, and prophecy is what will fill you
up. It is sad to say that most Christians today neglect this area of fellowship.
This is the reason for the weak and anemic state of much of the Church in this
hour.

When your aim is to be full of the Spirit of God you are right on course with
God’s plan for your life. This is the highest position a Christian can take in his
walk with God. To be full of the Spirit means that you are full of God --- full of
revelation, power, utterance, life, love, peace, joy, patience, goodness and all that
the Holy Spirit is.

To be full of the Spirit is also the way to walk in holiness because it is through
the Spirit that you mortify the deeds of your body (Rom 8:13), and keep the flesh
under. That is how you set yourself apart from the world and that is what
holiness is. It is the character and likeness of God. It’s when you are full of God
that you are most like Him and most set apart and distinct from the world.

I have found that when the Church departs from the fullness of the Spirit filled
life (Eph 5:18-19) and does not pursue holiness (Heb 12:14), the devil gets in.



The flesh and the world begin their domination. Life in the Spirit is not rocket
science. Feed your flesh, walk in the lusts of the flesh, and you will be ruled by
the flesh and never fulfill God’s plan for your life. On the other hand, if you will
feed your spirit, walk in the Spirit, and live in the Spirit, you will fulfill God’s
plan for your life.

Christians have problems overcoming their flesh because of neglect to give
themselves over to fellowship with God. Some are trying to fight their sins and
habits in the flesh through strong resolve and the efforts of their own will. It
won’t last. The way to overcome the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and
the pride of life is to get filled up with God.

What would make Christians not want to fellowship with God? I believe the
greatest hindrance to fellowship with God is a wrong image of God or a lack of
revelation concerning God’s love for you. When you receive a revelation of how
much God loves you and how much He longs to fellowship with you, you will
melt like ice in the fire and you will not be able to resist the Lord.

Here is a great verse depicting God’s desire to fellowship with you:

“I, even I, am He who blots out your transgressions for my own sake” (Isa
43:25).

The above verse tells us that the Lord blotted out Israel’s sins, not for their sake,
but for His own sake. I thought sins blotted out benefited the sinner and not
God. What does this mean? Among other things, this verse speaks of how God
acted on His desire to fellowship with man. You see, as long as man remains in
his sin God cannot fellowship with him for Isaiah 59:2 states that man’s sin
separates him from God. God’s desire to fellowship with man has always been
so great that He removed sin, the biggest obstacle to our fellowship with God.
Hallelujah!

What is it in the heart of God that desires fellowship with man? He wants to be
with you 24/7, and that is exactly why He sent the Holy Spirit into your heart.

His passion for your presence is stronger than your passion for His. Let that last
statement sink into your spirit.

Here is another verse that shows us the desire of the Lord to fellowship with us:



“And when the hour had come, Jesus reclined at table, and the apostles with
him. And he said to them, I have earnestly and intensely desired to eat this
Passover with you before I suffer; for I say unto you, I shall eat it no more
until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God” (Lk 22:14-16 AMP).

The Passover was originally a feast for those about to be delivered from the
oppression of their enemies. Israel celebrated the Passover at the beginning of
each Jewish New Year to mark the beginning of Israel’s new life as a people. It
served as the final dynamic proof of God’s presence and protection. The
Passover is characterized by selecting a lamb, which is sacrificed four days later
and eaten as part of a major commemorative meal. Passover was also a
judgment against all the gods of Egypt.

Now here is Jesus, the Lamb of God, four days before He would offer up His
own body as a sacrifice for sin, and as judgment against Satan. On that fourth
day the veil of the temple would be torn in two signifying that the presence of
God would no longer be confined to a temple made with human hands, but could
now inhabit the temple (body) of man. Wow! This is why the desire of the Lord
was so earnest and intense. He knew what was coming! And He knew that
although the disciples could no longer fellowship with Him in the flesh, they
could through His own blood sacrifice have unbroken fellowship with Him, by
the Holy Spirit, who would soon indwell them and rest upon them. Hallelujah!
And thus the desire of God for every man would be fulfilled!

If you are living in sin you are under condemnation. Your fellowship with God
is blocked. But as soon as you repent and forsake your sin, and turn toward
Jesus Christ you can have a feast just as the prodigal son did (Lk 15:11-32).

When the prodigal son confessed his sin and returned to his father’s house, the
father went out to meet him even when the son was a great distance away. This
tells you that the father was probably out there every day looking for the hour
when his son would return home. I'm sure the father thought of his wayward
son each and every hour of each and every day. How he longed for his son’s
return and for his son’s fellowship! This is one of the most beautiful pictures of
the yearning and intense desire that is in God the Father’s heart for fellowship
with His children.

The prodigal son’s father was not satisfied with just the older son’s fellowship.
Each one of God’s children is unique to God and He longs for fellowship with



each of us. Can you sense His heart’s yearning to fellowship with you? Can you
sense His overwhelming love for you? Can you also see why the devil works
full time at distorting the image of God through the use of religion, legalism,
dead traditions, and lies about God? If you don’t know God’s heart the devil
will take advantage of you by heaping on you guilt, condemnation, and shame.
He will also use the world and all that is in the world to distract us from the heart
of God. Like a wily fox, the devil is constantly seeking to break up that union
and that fellowship that each of us should be enjoying with God. He knows that
without that vital link of communion with God you will never fulfill God’s
perfect will for your life.

Let me say this: If you are not enjoying the Lord, something is wrong. Perhaps
the fault lies here in your image of God and lack of revelation of God’s love and
desire to fellowship with you.

Broken fellowship with the Lord is one of the greatest reasons for man’s
failures. Every wrong in our lives is a direct by-product of neglected fellowship
with the Lord.

Once you understand God’s love for you it is a natural response to want to return
that same love back to Him. All God wants from you is your love...your heart.
Isn’t this what all mere human beings also seek from each other?

Responding to the Lord’s love and desire for you is how you begin to live the
Spirit-filled life and a walk of holiness. When you love someone you want to
know him. You want to please him. You want to be with him.

When the Bridegroom returns it will be the unreserved response of the Bride’s
burning love for Him that will catch her away in a moment of time to be with
Him forever. All others will be left behind to suffer through the great tribulation
(see the parable of the 10 virgins in Matthew 25:1-13). Shouldn’t your heart be
responding to the Lord’s love a little bit more?



306






CHAPTER 14
PREPARING FOR THE LORD’S RETURN

Everyone who has eternal life is going on with Jesus in the rapture, whether it be
in the first-fruits rapture (pre-tribulation view - Mat 25:1-13) or in the final
harvest at the end of the tribulation (post-tribulation view - Mat 24:29-31; Rev
14:14-16). If you are a student of the Word, you can see that there is a split
church at the rapture where one is taken and another is left, and you can also
readily see that Mat 24:29-31 and Mat 25:1-13 are two different events. In
Revelation 13 and 14 we see many saints in heaven while other saints on the
earth are being martyred for the faith before Jesus comes for the final harvest. If
you have eternal life in you, you will go either way, in either event.

Do you honestly think that the five foolish virgins were doomed for eternal
destruction because they missed the first-fruits rapture? They were virgins, born
again, righteous, pure, and had lamps (the light of the Word), but were simply
not prepared when the Bridegroom delayed His coming. They were, however,
still God's children, not hypocrites or workers of lawlessness whom Jesus never
knew like those found in Mat 7:21-23. All Jesus told the foolish virgins was that
He did not know them. In other words, He did not know them intimately.

The entire lesson of the parable is to be ready for the Bridegroom's coming.
How do you stay ready? By buying extra oil. What do you buy oil with?
Money. Money represents your life. Oil represents the Holy Spirit. No, you
cannot purchase the Holy Spirit with money, but you must submit your life to
Him. The five wise virgins purchased extra oil in addition to what they already
had in their lamps. They used extra money to purchase extra oil. The foolish
virgins kept the reserve funds for themselves instead of purchasing extra oil. In
other words, they held back a part of their lives while the wise virgins



surrendered all. The lesson is clear: the way you stay ready is by staying full of
the Spirit (oil). And you can't stay full unless you've surrendered your life to
Jesus. Without personal revival you cannot be full and stay full, and you'll miss
the first-fruits rapture.

There is a call for repentance going out right now for all those who have not
surrendered their lives to Jesus. The one great mark and characteristic of the
Bride will be her unreserved response to the love of the Bridegroom. There are
many Christians who serve Jesus whole-heartedly, but there are also many who
praise Him with their lips while their hearts are far from Him (Mat 15:8). There
are many who profess Christ but in works they deny Him (Titus 1:16).

With all the gospel and all the Word that goes out on the airwaves of
America, much of the general populace still does not know what a real Christian
even is. Why is this? Because there's been too much of the world in the Church,
and her impact has been limited. We must understand that our greatest impact on
the world will come when we are least like the world. The Church's power is in
her distinction. What will turn lives around in the Church is when Christians
become disciples. The proof of true conversion is that we are following the
Lord, and that the world knows us by our love (John 13:35).

One of the greatest challenges of being a Christian today is to serve the Lord
without distractions. This is a key in staying full of the Spirit, and staying ready
for Jesus' soon return. This is what Paul told the Corinthians.

“But this I say, brethren, the time is short, so that from now on even those who
have wives should be as though they had none, those who weep as though they
did not weep, those who rejoice as though they did not rejoice, those who buy
as though they did not possess, and those who use this world as not misusing
it. For the form of this world is passing away” (1 Cor 7:29-31).

These verses simply mean that because of the nature and spirit of this age and of
the reality of the coming of Jesus, believers are to adopt the attitude of finding
their source in Christ and serving Him without distractions. Instead of putting
your hope of eternity in earthly institutions, whether marriage, the social sphere,
or the economic world, you put all your hope and trust in the Lord. This speaks
of our consecration to Him.

When a believer is wholly consecrated to the Lord, he finds life only in His



words, and he becomes filled with what Jesus says. He truly becomes your
Bread of life. It becomes rapturous to be filled with His words. You live in a
state of rapture with your heart yearning for more of His life, more of His words,
and more of His Spirit.

Eternal life is to know Him (John 17:3). When Jesus returns He will come for
that life. It's not your body or your natural man that Jesus is coming for, but it is
for the life in you. Your burning heart, your inward hunger, and longing cry are
what Jesus is returning for. If you are found pursuing the spirit of the world
when He comes, or you have been totally distracted by the cares of this life, then
you are not going with Him. Jesus is drawn to that eternal life that is in you.
That is Him in you. It is not so much you He is coming for, but rather what has
been created in you.

You may legally and positionally have that life, but have you entered into it? Is
His life eating up the mortality in you? What is mortality? It is not the physical
body, but it is all that hinders and all that is contrary to the life and nature of God
in you. The New Testament has 66 different descriptions of mortality: such as
seditions, heresy, strife, envy, malice, hatred, murder, emulation, witchcraft,
covetousness, adultery, fornication, etc. etc. etc. The following verse bears this
out:

“For we who are in this tent groan, being burdened, not because we want to be
unclothed, but further clothed, that mortality may be swallowed up by life” (1
Cor 5:4).

This is the rapture position. It is a marvelous truth. We, who are in this earthly
body, groan for deliverance from it, not that we should die, but that we should
have more of God's Spirit. Is this your heart's longing? Are you hungry for
communion with the Lord? Are you caught up in Him? If so, then mortality is
being eaten up in you, and you are entering into more of His life. It is God's
wonderful plan that the whole of our lives should be filled with God. This is
true Pentecost as we see it in Acts 2 where believers were in the temple daily
praising and blessing God (Lk 24:52-53). Oh! Oh! Oh! This is it! To live in
rapture before you're actually raptured!

I have read Smith Wigglesworth's books for many years. I'm just catching up
with some of that beloved man's revelations. The revelation Wigglesworth had
on the rapture is so profound. Here it is: "All those who will be caught up are



going to be eaten up, their old natures, old desires, and old lives are going to be
eaten up with His life, so that when Jesus comes His life will meet the life that is
in them."

Isn't that powerful? God wants us ready for translation! The process we are in
now is to build up our lives on the lines of readiness. This doesn't mean absolute
perfection where we never sin again or fall short of God's perfect will, but it
means that we are pressing on to be further clothed with God's Spirit where you
are seeking a deeper experience in God, a deeper separation from the world, a
holier and more perfect place where you and Christ are one.

As a former sinner, have you ever been drunk on wine, beer, or hard liquor? The
state of rapture is that you are drunk on the Spirit of God, drunk on His holiness,
drunk with His likeness...having a fulness of joy and an unshakeable peace that
surpasses all understanding. Here is another quote from Wigglesworth on being
drunk with the Spirit that blessed me immeasurably: "We can be so filled with
the Spirit, so clothed upon by Him, so purified within, so made ready for the
rapture, that all the time we are drunk."

Now this didn't mean that Wigglesworth acted weird and crazy all the time. He
said that he could be sober one minute when he needed to be with others or when
his drunkenness drew criticism, and enter right back into being drunk the next
minute according to the occasion. What a life!!! You can't live this kind of life
in sin or in pursuit of the world. You can't enjoy this kind of liberty in the Holy
Ghost on a consistent basis unless you walk in holiness, for holiness is the
habitation of God and His Spirit. This is the height of the Spirit-filled life God
wants us to enjoy. By God’s amazing empowerment of grace believers can
access and live this Spirit-filled life.

I don't know about you, but this is what I'm going after. May it be that this
attitude abounds in multitudes of believers across the nations where their new
nature groans and travails to be delivered from the body and further clothed with
the Spirit until the saints in large numbers will be crying out, “Come, Lord
Jesus!”

That is when the trumpet will sound, and we'll all go home! What a day that will
be! That, my friends is the rapture.

Are you ready???
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CHAPTER 15
THE JUDGMENT SEAT OF CHRIST

“And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give to every man
according as his work shall be” (Revelation 22:12).

Several years ago the Lord began dealing with me about preaching on “lost
themes” (the end times, the rapture, the second coming of Christ, heaven, hell,
holiness, the judgments of God, etc.). He said that there’s got to be more
preaching on these themes for they are emphasized in the Scriptures. He said that
there has been a diabolical silence on these topics. As I studied the Word of God
I was amazed at how much content and emphasis is given to these vital themes.
When is the last time you heard preaching on these themes?

One of the great themes I’ve given much thought to recently is concerning the
judgment seat of Christ. This judgment does not involve our salvation but our
works and subsequent rewards. Each act of our lives has been recorded and will
be judged from the standpoint of both our zeal and our motives. All our works
will be weighed on the basis of whether we have labored for the love and glory
of God or for self-praise and the glory of man (Mat 6:1-6, 16-18). What have we
built on the foundation of Jesus Christ? Have we given the Lord gold, silver and
precious stones, or wood, hay and stubble (1 Cor 3:12)? Are our lives filled with
hidden motives of pride, or pure motives of love?

The Word of God has much to say about crowns and rewards. For instance, did
you know that there are at least five types of crowns mentioned in the scriptures?
Here they are:

1.  Incorruptible crown (1 Cor 9:25): A crown given to those who have kept
their bodies under subjection.

2. Crown of rejoicing (1 Thes 2:19-20): A crown given to the soul winner.

3. Crown of glory (1 Pet 5:4): A crown given for full time service.

4. Crown of life (Rev 2:10): A crown given to the martyr.

5 Crown of righteousness (2 Tim 4:8): A crown given to those who love
His appearing.

Did you know that at the judgment seat of Christ there will be terror (2 Cor 5:9-
11), loss (1 Cor 3:15) and shame (1 John 2:28) for some believers? That is a



solemn thought.

Did you know that in the world to come men will achieve different positions (Lk
19:11-19, Mat 25:23)? There will be a great difference in the rank and honor
received by the saints in the next age. Man will not be rewarded or promoted on
the basis of his natural talents and capabilities, but rather on his faithfulness to
what was given him. Works that are done in faith, in love, and by the leading of
the Holy Spirit will stand the test of God’s fire.

Above all these things, the apostle Paul hints of yet a greater prize which he
himself was seeking.

“If by any means I might attain unto the resurrection of the dead...I press
toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus” (Phil
3:11, 14).

What is this prize that Paul exerted all his efforts to attain? It appears that he was
seeking diligently to be a part of a first-fruits resurrection. The Scriptures teach
that there is a definite order to the resurrection (1 Cor 15:22-23). Many believers
don’t even realize that this is a prize to be won. If the apostle Paul was making
every effort to attain to this prize, how much more ought we?

What is necessary to attain unto this first-fruits resurrection? Note Phil 3:7-10. In
spite of all that Paul had attained to in ministry—visions and revelations,
miracles, churches planted, ministry workers raised up—at the end of his life he
was still in hot pursuit of yet a greater prize—to win Christ, to gain Christ, to
know Him! This is more than salvation. Did you know that this is the greatest
prize—to win closeness to Christ throughout eternity? Not every believer will
have achieved an eternal position close to Christ. Just as it was during Jesus’
earth walk, so will it be throughout eternity that each follower will fall into a
special group and classification. Jesus had 500 disciples, and then 70 closer, and
then 12 even closer, and then the 3 who were closest to Him, and finally John the
beloved who was Jesus’ closest disciple and friend. Let me tell you that my heart
burns every time I ponder these things.

“...You are God’s building...I have laid the foundation, and another builds on
it. But let each one take heed how he builds on it. If anyone’s work which he
has built on it endures, he will receive a reward” (1 Cor 3:9, 10, 14).



Did you also know that God uses things we give Him here on earth to add to the
substance of heaven? God put David’s tears in a heavenly bottle and wrote them
in a heavenly book (Ps 56:8). God took Cornelius’ prayers and money and
translated them into a memorial in heaven (Acts 10:4). The prayers of the saints
are transformed into heavenly incense before the throne (Rev 5:8). The righteous
acts of the saints are translated into fine linen to array the Lamb’s wife (Rev
19:8). Know that every sacrifice and trial you handle in Christ here on the earth
is translated into building material for God in heaven. All our earthly victories
and maturity in Christ will add heavenly materiality to our spiritual house in
heaven (1 Pet 2:5).

Our new home in heaven (John 14:2) will be established according to the works
we build on the foundation of Jesus Christ while on the earth. Even the heavenly
city of Jerusalem is being built with our earthly works of gold, silver, and
precious stones with the wall of the city having its foundations serving as a
memorial to the lives of the apostles (Rev 21:14). Isn’t it interesting that the New
Jerusalem is called the Bride of Christ (Rev 21: 2, 9-11)? That’s because the
entire city is made with materials furnished by real men and women of God who
lived consecrated and surrendered lives to God.

Dear friends, there are times we may wonder if the Lord really sees every trial
we endure and sacrifice we make to serve Him, but be assured that He does. And
if we want to be wise servants, we would do well to consider our reward and
eternal position.

“Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but one receives the
prize? Run in such a way that you may obtain it” (1 Cor 9:24).

Let us run to win.
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CHAPTER 16
SPIRITUAL DANGERS

I see a number of dangers in the Western Church today. These dangers pertain to
the latter times and I address them for the purpose of admonition and correction,
not criticism.

“Now the Spirit speaks expressly that in the latter times some will depart from
the faith...” (1 Tim 4:1).

A departure from the faith in the latter times means that the lifestyles of
professing Christians will not support their confession. Notice these next three
verses:

“For [although] they hold a form of piety (true religion), they deny and reject
and are strangers to the power of it [their conduct belies the genuineness of

their profession]” (2 Tim 3:5).

“They profess to know God, but in works they deny Him...” (Titus 1:16).

“These people draw near to Me with their mouth, and honor Me with their
lips, but their heart is far from Me” (Mat 15:8).

Here is God’s solution for a departure from the faith:

“Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke,
exhort, with all long-suffering and teaching. For the time will come when they
will not endure sound doctrine” (2 Tim 4:3).

“And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in the
breaking of bread, and in prayers” (Acts 2:42).

Character in conduct and conversation will be forever attached to sound
doctrine. Today we are seeing a widespread departure from sound doctrine and
the faith of our forefathers. Holiness and sanctification are at an all time low in
the Western church. This is because in the Western mind-set knowledge and
application of the Scriptures are disconnected. In the Bible and in the culture of
the kingdom of God, however, they are one and the same.



Biblical holiness and true discipleship are lacking in the lives of many professing
Christians. Many preachers no longer equate holiness with sound doctrine. It is
becoming more and more uncommon to minister correction and reproof to
people for fear of offending them. How many Christians do you honestly know
whose aim is to live without spot and blemish and who purpose and pursue daily
to be a part of the glorious Bride of Christ?

THE DUAL LIFE OF MINISTERS

The first place I see danger is in the ministers themselves. The example of
leadership is so important. It is popular today to forego or soften the character
qualifications required for those aspiring to church leadership (1 Tim 3).
Instead, the talents/gifts, education, and the charisma of individuals are subtly
given preeminence and esteemed above character.

The Scriptures, however, do not separate sound doctrine from behavior and
conduct. In Paul’s epistles, especially to younger ministers Timothy and Titus,
he emphasizes character and always equates it with sound doctrine. In other
words, you cannot have one without the other, and church leaders are held to a
higher standard of it. Paul’s defense of the gospel usually included something
about his personal life and character and the things he had suffered to preach the
gospel. In the Western Church there is very little emphasis on this. So what
happens when the sins of ministers are exposed, and the public finds out that for
years their leaders have been living a dual life? We’ve seen too many of
examples of this in the last 30 years. The result is that people, in general, begin
to lose faith in the ministry, and the Word of God becomes void in their lives.

Failure to understand the true servant role of ministers has led to the exaltation
of their positions to unhealthy “superstar” and “celebrity” status. I’'m afraid
much of television ministry has hurt the cause of the Church in this regard. This
is the image of Christianity, at least here in the West, and it is peddled
throughout the nations. This image has hurt our cause.

Ministers are to serve the Church in a sacrificial way, resisting the worship of
their followers, and the temptation to control their lives and lord it over them.
Many are insecure and would never admit that they have a problem in this area.



The Spirit of the Lord spoke to me one time and said, “The grip of the spirit of
control is the desire for an honored reputation”. The desire for an honored
reputation disqualifies you from having a higher grade of fellowship with Jesus
who made Himself of no reputation (Phil 2:7).

A number of years ago at a charismatic conference in an East Coast city, a pastor
stood on a stage in front of a large crowd and smugly announced that the guest
speaker was more than an apostle. Then the host asked everyone to bow down
to the person, claiming that this posture was necessary to release God’s power.
“This is the only way you can receive this kind of anointing!” the host declared,
bowing in front of the speaker. Immediately, about 80 percent of the audience
fell prostrate on the floor. Only a smaller percentage walked out or stood in
silent protest. Can you believe it?

This, no doubt, is an extreme example of idolatry, but this attitude is prevalent in
the West. We’ve lost sight of the teachings and practices of Jesus (John 13:3-
15). Christian ministers should never exude pride and arrogance. Humility
should be our mantle, and it must begin with leaders everywhere.

Have you ever asked yourself this question: “Why do most people desire to
minister in their gifts above their personal relationship with God?” Why do
people esteem talent above character? Isn’t it because they desire an honored
reputation above relationship? Isn’t the root of this a desire to be seen by men
and honored by men rather than a private life with God as Jesus first taught (Mat
6)? Pure religion is caring for orphans and widows while remaining unspotted
from the world (Jam 1:27). Why aren’t many believers fulfilled in doing this?
Isn’t a large part of it because of the wrong example and image many of us have
had of ministry?

The private life of many ministers either qualifies or disqualifies them to be a
leader in the Church. What has happened in this country with many of the
bigger and more influential ministries is that they’ve gotten into the luxury and
prosperity of American Christianity while becoming lax in their private prayer
lives and consecration. Even though pulpit ministers are in the limelight they
need to continually crucify the desire for an honored reputation among men
while resurrecting and feeding the desire for private priestly ministry. Without a
Christ-like example of leadership, there will continue to be a dilution of
character in the Church.



Am [ saying that most ministers are ungodly and sinful? No, not at all. There’s a
minority, I think, that have very serious problems and addictions, but most of
them probably have a genuine love for God. On the other hand, I also believe
there are thousands of false ministers who are wolves in sheep’s clothing. What
is for certain is that many are lacking the character qualities necessary to lead the
Church. After years in the traveling ministry and going to thousands of churches
the late Kenneth Hagin stated that he had known very few who actually qualified
to be pastors of those churches. Many were anointed, but did not possess the
character qualities necessary to function in their respective ministries (1 Tim 3).
Think about that.

THE PREACHING OF THE REAL GOSPEL WITH POWER

The second danger I see in the Church today, most notably in the Western
Church, is the area of substituting media driven ministry, entertainment, and
social services for the real preaching of the gospel. Our methods have diluted
our message. Undoubtedly, methods change according to the character of each
generation, but our message should not.

In an effort to reach the younger generation there is a trend I've witnessed over
the last two decades that skews strongly toward entertainment and a watered
down version of the gospel. Mid-week youth meetings in many churches now
consist of video and arcade games with an actual service that resembles a rock
concert followed by a nice 10-minute speech/pep talk about spirituality, then a
return to the games. Some people on staff at a large church said recently that
their large youth services have the feel of herding livestock instead of
developing disciples through close-knit relationships with the kids. At this
writing the largest seeker-friendly church in the nation now boasts of 9500
affiliate churches. The basic culture of the seeker friendly churches says that it’s
alright to be a believer in Jesus without being a true disciple and adhering to the
Lord’s ways. There is no confrontation of sin and worldliness, and a challenge
to go deeper in the Christian walk.

Personally, it is a great disappointment to witness the love of the world in so
many believers, the dullness toward spiritual things, the lack of interest in truly
adhering to the life of Christ and teachings of the Scriptures. I long for
relationships with people who desire a greater consecration in being true
disciples of the Lord, and have a heart hunger for the glory of His presence. 1



long for greater transparency and accountability in my own friendships for
transparency is the very essence of holiness.

Over the years I’ve witnessed far too many outreaches and church events where
social services are provided for people (which Jesus commanded us to do, and
which we should always provide...feed the hungry, clothe the naked, visit the
sick and imprisoned, etc.), but the gospel is hardly ever preached, and when it is,
it is usually a nice pep talk emphasizing only the benefits of Christianity without
any mention of the other aspects of the gospel. The Law, which the old-timers
skillfully used to bring a sinner to Christ, is sadly missing from our gospel
presentation. Christians have been falsely taught to believe that the good news
of the gospel is all that is necessary. But how can the good news of Jesus Christ
be appreciated without the knowledge of the law revealing people’s sin (Rom
3:20)? After all, the law is the tutor to bring sinners to Christ (Gal 3:24). How
can a person appreciate the cure for sin if he doesn’t believe he’s sick?

When Paul had audience with the governor Felix he reasoned with him
concerning righteousness, self-control, and the judgment to come (Acts 24:25).
Felix trembled and asked Paul to leave. Was any part of Paul’s message to this
sinner what we are hearing today in our gospel? I understand that the character
of the age has changed, and people are easily offended by plain preaching, but
this should present both a challenge and an opportunity to acquire wisdom to
preach the timeless truths of the gospel in a gracious way and still without
compromise.

I’m afraid we’ve been catering to the liberal sector of America in not preaching
the full and balanced gospel. Political correctness and an ungodly tolerance
have crept into our gospel and have given birth to the fear and intimidation of
man. We must understand that the liberal spirit has no set of absolutes, so they
can justify doing whatever they want. A society that has no absolutes also has
no discernment and every man begins to do what is right in their own eyes. A
lack of absolutes in one generation leads to the moral decay of future generations
and an inability to discern between good and evil. This is why we need to put an
emphasis on character and holiness in the Church. This is why we need to
confront sin and worldliness. This is why we need to exalt the person of Jesus
Christ, and live as He lived. This is why we need to preach the gospel with signs
and wonders, and allow the Holy Spirit to move in our meetings and in our lives.

God is waiting for the obedience of His people. There is a harvest waiting to be



reaped. Many are ready to receive salvation through the love and power of God.
RELATIONSHIP-BASED CHRISTIANITY

The third and final area I'd like to address is the danger of not maintaining a
depth in our relationships with other believers who desire to grow and with those
outside of Christ. From the beginning God has always moved in relationships.
Too much structure in the Church without sufficient relationship can kill life. We
have to train ourselves to follow the life-giving flow of the Spirit and then add
structure where necessary. Spirit should always have preeminence over
structure.

Jesus walked with His disciples. Jesus dined with sinners. Christianity did not
begin with huge edifices and organizations created by the dictates of men. It
began with relationships. It began with just being together. I believe the reason
so many of our big influential leaders appear to be untouchable and
unapproachable is because of the element of fathering and discipleship that is
missing from the ministry. That is also the reason for a lack of true
accountability.

Individual empowerment and relationship-based Christianity are what many
believers are hungering for today. Young people are especially tired of religious
politics, hypocrisy, irrelevant preaching, and a lack of personal discipleship.
Many of our churches today are losing touch with the cries of the younger
generation. There are fundamental flaws in the pyramid structure of the
traditional Church that keeps personal discipleship and individual empowerment
at a low level. We’ve got to be more open and flexible to a paradigm shift in the
Church that will give place to more of these things. In the New Testament I see
a Church government that promotes both responsibility and liberty in the
individual priesthood of every believer. I see less emphasis on structure,
programs, and personalities, but more emphasis on relationship, community, and
the ministry gifts and anointing of the Holy Spirit.

Relational dynamics must be restored to every stream of ministry. Spiritual and
not carnal fellowship must have priority. Carnal fellowship is centered on a
party spirit and social time only, with entertainment as the focus, but spiritual
fellowship revolves around loving and encouraging one another in daily life and
the things of the Lord. Carnal fellowship leaves you empty, but spiritual
fellowship leaves you edified.



We must not allow programs to replace people, and technology to take the place
of personal encounters. The great commission will not be fulfilled without the
element of relationship-based evangelism and discipleship. The Church is
primarily organic and grows from within. Relational dynamics are necessary to
accomplish this.

The purpose of God’s power is to change lives by learning and applying what
Jesus taught (Mat 28:19-20). This is what Jesus modeled by living with 12 men
for 3 years. Making disciples through teaching and training in the midst of
relationships is the objective! You can’t do this during a traditional Sunday
morning service only. Frankly, you could have a traditional or contemporary
service every night of the week, and still not accomplish the objective of making
disciples. It must be done within the context of daily living as Jesus taught us.

You can start by finding other believers who are on the same spiritual page as
you are and begin meeting together in common sharing. Start thinking of simple
ways to make friends with unbelievers. A key to multiplication in the kingdom
of God is the flexibility to engage yourself in the lives of unbelievers outside the
church and allow them to be a part of your life. In other words, develop a
lifestyle with a relational focus on being a blessing to others. Be an example in
your conduct and conversation, but don’t neglect the preaching of the gospel and
the power of God.
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CHAPTER 17
THE RESTORATION OF PENTECOST

Shortly after the day of Pentecost, Peter delivered a powerful word:

“Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, so that
times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, and that He may
send Jesus Christ, who was preached to you before, whom heaven must receive
until the times of restoration of all things, which God has spoken by the mouth
of all His holy prophets since the world began” (Acts 3:19-21).

True repentance should be followed by both times of refreshing and times of
restoration that are promised to the Church, especially as the coming of the Lord
draws nearer. Just before the Lord’s coming we will experience both times of
refreshing and the restoration of all things.

The coming restoration will be manifest in three primary areas in the Church:
There will be a restoration of character, a restoration of power, and a restoration
of authority. It is God’s will to restore these three characteristics to the Church,
both corporately and individually.

I wish to point out three aspects of true Pentecost that will bring forth and help
give birth to this restoration. In other words, these three aspects are precursors of
refreshing (revival), and the coming restoration.

The recovery of these aspects of Pentecost are so vital because many of our
churches today are losing Pentecost as the early Church knew it and as the Holy
Ghost designed it. We are living in a day when man’s reputation has become
more important than God’s glory. Social status and education are more highly
esteemed than the things of the Spirit.

When I asked the late 85 year old revivalist Hilton Sutton why we are not seeing
more of a manifestation of the power of Pentecost he pointed to Western
education as the greatest hindrance. He added that Europe and America are the
biggest examples of this. Unsanctified intellect has robbed the Church of the
power of God. Certainly education is important and to be esteemed, but we



cannot afford to educate our intellect at the expense of our spirits. Our spirits
must have the preeminence.

One foreign minister, who visited America, when asked what impressed him
most about the American Church, replied: “How much she has been able to
accomplish without God.” We have conceded to natural means in our attempts to
advance the kingdom of God. Showmanship and salesmanship seem to be at an
all time high.

We must return to our roots. These three aspects will get us there.
THE CROSS

The first aspect or precursor to the coming restoration is the message of the
Cross.

“Beloved, while I was very diligent to write to you concerning our common
salvation, 1 found it necessary to write to you exhorting you to contend
earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints” (Jude 3).

The faith delivered to the saints was primarily the apostles teaching and
foundation that was laid in the early Church. The first aspect of Pentecost that
needs to be recovered from the apostolic doctrine is the message of the cross.
The reason the Church in many places today is only a phantom of what it was
2,000 years ago is because the message of the cross is not preached nor lived.
The fruit of this lack is that the distinction between the Church and the world is
marred. It is difficult to tell them apart.

I believe the infiltration of humanism into the Church is the major cause of her
departure from the true preaching of the cross. According to humanism in the
Church, salvation is the pursuit of happiness in this life, and the gospel is used
primarily as a means to improve our lifestyle. Let me ask a thought-provoking
question: Are we guilty of modifying God’s image and His Word to fit our
happiness where God becomes only a means to an end? Have we created an
image of God patterned more after the pop culture of our day than who the
Scriptures declare Him to be? The pursuit of happiness is a godless philosophy
that is a complete contradiction of the message of the cross, and a denial of the
Lordship of Jesus Christ over our lives.



The Bible tells us to pursue holiness, not happiness (Heb 12:14). True happiness
is a by-product of true holiness. It’s not that God wants us sad and unhappy, but
that our decisions should be based on His will and not our own personal safety,
personal comfort, personal convenience, and personal happiness. When we
return to the message of the cross we will see a restoration of the character of
Christ in the Church. We will see true holiness and sanctification become a
normal part of the daily lives of many more Christians. We desperately need to
return to the preaching of the cross and living the life of the cross.

PRAYER AND INTERCESSION

The second aspect or precursor to the coming restoration is prayer and
intercession which also includes waiting on the Lord.

One of my spiritual fathers Kenneth Hagin said that the Lord told him that there
are some areas of prayer and intercession that will be lost unless those who are
experienced in prayer get those truths over to this present generation. There is a
realm of prayer and deep intercession that most believers today know nothing
about. If God’s plans and purposes are to be fulfilled in this hour, and if we are
to see the restoration of the power and authority of Christ in the Church, more
and more believers need to learn to pray this way. For example, travail is almost
a lost art in the Church. The same could be said about praying in other tongues.
Even among Pentecostals and Spirit-baptized people, recent statistics reveal that
only 15% of them use their prayer language on a regular basis.

God needs skilled intercessors in this hour. He needs people who are sensitive to
the realm of the Spirit and receptive to his gentle promptings. And you can’t
cultivate that without spending much time praying in other tongues.

Years ago in Bible school a praying man named Phil Halverson was called to the
platform to pray. When he opened his mouth it was obvious that he possessed a
spirit of prayer unlike most of us had ever witnessed before. When Brother
Halverson prayed the heavens opened and nearly everyone fell to their knees in
that auditorium and began to pray. I had never witnessed someone agonize in
prayer until that day. It sounded as if Brother Halverson was going to die as he
prayed from the very depths of the heart of God. Students were overcome by a
spirit of prayer. No one could even engage in conversation afterward.

Skilled intercessors understand the art of travail. They are often awakened in the



nighttime and are familiar with what I call “spiritual alerts”. In other words,
because they live near to God’s presence, they know when someone’s life is in
danger, or when someone desperately needs God’s help and intervention in some
area. They know if it is a lost person they are praying for or a coming demonic
attack that must be stopped. You don’t cultivate that kind of sensitivity or
familiarity with the Spirit overnight.

WAITING ON THE LORD

Ministering to the Lord in supernatural utterances in psalms, hymns, and
spiritual songs has also become a lost art. Many are not even familiar with this
realm. Much of our singing in churches is not patterned according to these
supernatural utterances, but only from a song book. The Church today really
knows so little about speaking or singing to ourselves or to one another in
psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs. I’'ve been in full gospel churches where
singing in the Spirit is no longer encouraged or even allowed. It has become
foreign to some Pentecostal believers. And yet it was common to the early
Church (Eph 5:18-19; Col 3:16; Jam 5:13). Undoubtedly, there is a diminishing
ability in the body of Christ to draw from the Spirit of God in deep prayer, in
making true spiritual intercession, and in ministering to the Lord in these
supernatural utterances.

The old Pentecostals used to have “tarrying” meetings where they would wait to
receive the Holy Spirit. Once they received the Holy Spirit, though, they stopped
“tarrying”. What they should’ve done was to tarry or “wait” on God after they
received the Holy Spirit. Tarrying simply means to wait on God and minister to
Him either corporately as a body of believers, or in one’s individual prayer life.
Waiting on the Lord causes renewal and refreshing in your spirit. That is what
the early disciples were doing in the upper room before the power of the Holy
Spirit was released, and they continued the practice throughout the days of the
early Church (Acts 4:23-31; Acts 13:1-3). Waiting on the Lord is another aspect
of prayer and true Pentecost the Church needs to recover today.

“I’ve often thought that if I ever pastor another church, I would have regular
prayer ‘waiting’ meetings.” Kenneth E. Hagin

Kenneth Hagin went on to say that if we had more of these kinds of meetings
most believers wouldn’t need any counseling because they’d get their answer
from waiting on God. The Lord also told him that most Christians don’t need



any counseling anyway. “What they need to do is pray through,” he said.
FASTING

A final aspect or precursor to the coming restoration is fasting.

“Moreover, when you fast...” (Mat 6:16-17).

“But the days will come when the Bridegroom will be taken away from them;
then they will fast in those days” (Lk 5:35).

“This kind does not go out except by prayer and fasting” (Mat 17:20).
“As they ministered to the Lord and fasted, the Holy Spirit said...” (Acts 13:2).

Here is yet another lost art in the Church today. Prayer with fasting has been
called the master key to the impossible.

It was fasting that played an instrumental part in the most important conversion
in the early Church. Immediately after the apostle Paul’s radical encounter with
the Lord Jesus Christ he ate no food nor drank water for three full days (Acts
9:9). The result was that a certain disciple named Ananias was sent to him with
heaven’s instructions and deliverance. Paul’s life was forever changed. Who’s to
say if this supernatural communication and vision would’ve ever been unveiled
to both Ananias and Paul had not Paul waited on God in fasting and praying?

It was also fasting and praying that positioned Cornelius to receive a visitation
from heaven that opened a great door of the gospel to the Gentiles (Acts 10).
Think of the future impact on the Gentile world of this one visitation.

It was fasting and praying that allowed Paul and Barnabas to be separated and
sent with great power to the Gentiles as the first ever missionaries (Acts 13:1-
4a). Think again of the impact of this Holy Spirit initiated direction.

Adding fasting to prayer puts you in a position to not only be purged of your
own inabilities and infirmities, but to receive faith for operations of the Spirit.
Fasting and prayer blocks Satan where he has no accessibility to your life
because when you shut the flesh down you shut down Satan. It is the flesh nature
Satan uses to gain entry into your life. A lifestyle of prayer and fasting is what



Jesus wants for His people. This is the primary way the operation of the flesh
will eventually drop below the operation of the Spirit in your life where
manifestations to your prayers come quicker, and you qualify for the highest
calling in your life because of the character transformation that will take place in
you.

One day I was reading from 2 Kings 2 where Elijah was taken up by a whirlwind
to heaven. Elisha, who was following closely, was separated from Elijah, and
took hold of his own clothes and tore them in two pieces. Then he picked up
Elijah’s mantle; the mantle signifying the power and anointing of God. When 1
was meditating on this glorious account it seemed like the Spirit of God asked
me a question. “How do you pick up the mantle?” The answer came: “It is
through prayer and fasting!” The restoration of true Pentecost will not happen
without the vital aspect of prayer with fasting.

CONCLUSION: PRAYER, FASTING, AND THE CROSS

At the end of Jesus’ ministry and time on the earth, before the power of
Pentecost was released in the early Church, Jesus made three stops. First, He
went to the garden of Gethsemane. Secondly, He went to the scourging post.
And thirdly He carried His cross to Golgotha’s hill before being crucified on it.

At the garden Jesus went into deep agonizing prayer (Mat 26:36-42). At the
scourging post His flesh was subjected to heavy flogging and beatings (John
19:1). This is symbolic of the life of fasting. And finally Jesus took up His cross
and carried it (John 19:17). Even though Jesus lived a life of prayer and fasting
and self-denial (cross-bearing), it was at the end of His life and ministry in the
hour of His greatest trial that He exemplified these aspects to their greatest
measure. Ultimately it was these three aspects in cooperation with the Spirit of
God that defeated the flesh, the world, and the devil and purchased eternal
redemption for us. And it was these three aspects that finally brought Pentecost
to the Church.

This is the same journey we must be on. This is the same pattern that must be
established in the Church of today. Preach and live the cross. Cultivate a life of
prayer and fasting. When more and more believers do this, there will be a
restoration of the character, the power, and the authority of Christ in the Church.
The glory of God will manifest and a harvest of souls shall be reaped!
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CHAPTER 18
WHAT IS TRUE REVIVAL?

Revival is not the pursuit of any manifestation or aspect of ministry whether it be
miracles, signs, wonders, visions, shaking, trembling, falling down, weeping,
laughter, healing, deliverance, appearances of gold dust, and anything else you
could possibly hear of. Most of these kinds of manifestations are frequent in
times of revival, but they are not the revival. They may accompany revival or
lead to revival, but they are not necessarily evidence of revival.

Revival is a definite outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the Church and then those
she is called to reach.

Revival is a restoration of Divine life from deadness and dullness. It is a return
to spiritual health, vibrancy, and vigor.

Revival awakens us from a sleeping heart and stirs us from our slumber. We
become conscious of heaven and of eternal things.

Revival means to flourish after a time of decline; to come back into use; to
become valid, effective, and operative again.

Revival is when the saints return to normal, when the Holy Spirit becomes their
oxygen, when a hunger to know God is the norm, when being conformed to His
image is their focus, when evangelism and discipleship become a lifestyle.

The primary purpose of revival is not initially for the enjoyment of the Church
but for her cleansing, renewal, and refreshing. A cleansed, renewed, and
refreshed Church in the hands of God will do the most good.

I believe one of the final moves of God’s Spirit on the earth will be to ignite His
people with an intense, burning passion for God that will yield true holiness and
prepare it for the glory and harvest to come, as well as the Lord’s soon return. It
is only a revived Church that will accomplish the full purposes of God.

Charles Finney defined revival as, “A renewed conviction of sin and repentance
followed by an intense desire to live in obedience to God.” It is only under the



influence of the Holy Spirit that conviction and repentance are birthed. God,
working through the preaching of men (Acts 20:21), commands people
everywhere to repent (Acts 17:30), and then grants repentance as a gift (Acts
11:18).

There is always a man-ward part and a God-ward part in the promotion of
revival. “One plants, another waters, but it is God that brings the increase” (1
Cor 3:6-7). A farmer prepares his field, plants seed, and waters that seed, but
sown seed is no guarantee of a harvest without God’s blessing on the laws of
nature. Just as a good farmer has tools to produce a harvest so praying,
preaching, and the power of God are tools God has given us as a means to
revival. However, it still takes God’s grace and blessing to produce it.

For example, in the wilderness journeys of Israel when the waters of Marah had
become bitter God told Moses to cast the tree into the waters. When he did, the
waters were made sweet (Ex 15:22-25). So what or who caused the sweetness?
Was it the tree or was it Moses? It was neither. Actually, it was God’s power that
did it, but the obedience of Moses triggered it.

It is human nature to attempt to imitate revivals of the past or depend on some
blueprint or strategy that worked in the past. We should endeavor not to do that,
but instead put our dependence on God. Our part is to simply obey the written
Word and what the Spirit of God is saying to us and use the tools and means God
has given us. If we do this we can expect revival.

Methods and men cannot produce revival without the Holy Spirit’s orchestration.
There are two extremes here: The first being that some people work in their own
strength trying to produce revival through imitation, hype, or programs of one
kind or another. The second extreme is that some wait endlessly for what they
refer to as “the sovereignty of God” to bring revival. Neither is correct. No
doctrine endangers the Church more than this last extreme.

WHAT HAPPENS IN A REVIVAL

The greatest fruit of a true revival is when backsliders and sinners are delivered
from their sinful practices and begin to conform to Christ. The first work of the
Spirit is not to tell people how to be happy but how to be holy. As stated above,
revival begins with the conviction of sin; conviction that people can feel,
conviction that hurts, and finally a conviction that culminates in repentance and



then obedience.

My first introduction to the Pensacola outpouring (1995-2000) that lasted nearly
five years was a deep conviction of sin and people weeping and wailing over
their sins. Even the elementary age children could be heard in one service
moaning and groaning with a consciousness of sin and an acute awareness of the
lost condition of mankind. Uncontrollable weeping, trembling, confession of sin,
and united prayer marked many of the services. People came from nearly every
state in America and around the world and would stand in line from early
morning until evening to attend the services. Man cannot produce that kind of
overwhelming response and expectation from the people by putting a sign out in
front of the church building advertising the services, or by devising human
methods to promote revival.

In one meeting large trash bins were placed on the altar and many who were
turning from their sins came forward and threw away what the evangelist called,
“articles of affection”. Drug paraphernalia, marijuana, cigarettes, condoms,
pornographic magazines, and the like were carried forward by many in tears and
discarded once and for all. When their repentance culminated with this type of
action then their tears of godly sorrow would turn into tears of wonderful joy.
“Blessed are those who mourn.” That is a picture of what happens in true
revival.

Revival throws light in the dark places of our lives. It removes deception and
deals with attitudes of our hearts the naked eye cannot see. In revival people
weep over sins they once entertained.

Revival results in a thorough removal of sinful practices, like the grinding to
powder of Aaron’s golden calf (Num 32); like King Josiah’s crushing of the
pagan altars and then scattering them into the Kidron Valley (2 Kings 23); like
the burning of the magic books in Ephesus (Acts 19). True revival offers no
compromise with the devil, the flesh, and sin. It reserves mercy only for the truly
repentant and gives grace to help the needy. One cannot read the story of the
revivals of old without understanding this. There is no honor to God in a revival
that does not produce the fruits of holiness.

When revival comes our priorities change. Pleasing God becomes more
important than pleasing ourselves. Sin and doubtful habits begin to trouble us.
The fear of God is restored in us, and there is a wonderful cleansing from all sin



and a fresh infilling of the Spirit of God.

In revival the fire of God burns away the roots of sin and molds our hearts to
God’s heart. It purifies our motives and ignites us to action.

Holiness is the one outstanding mark of revival. If a so-called revival does not
produce the fruits of holiness then it is not true revival. If there is not lasting
change in the lives of the people then it is not the real thing. If it does not alter
our appetites and passions and give us a greater hunger for God and for Biblical
holiness then it is not fulfilling the purposes of God regardless of how many
people attend and how much excitement it generates.

Duncan Campbell, who experienced the glory of God in extraordinary ways in
the Hebrides revival off the coast of Scotland (from 1949-1952), said: “Revival
is always a revival of holiness.”

When you have renewal and refreshing without fundamental repentance and
obedience, you quickly return to your old ways once the experience wanes. You
get touched by God, you get excited, but a few days later you are the same. If
your encounters with the Lord don’t lead you into a deeper fellowship with Him,
into the Word and prayer, and a greater life transformation then all you got was a
skin-deep experience.

Understand that revival does not begin with the glory. Revival does not usually
begin with the joy of the Lord. Instead, it often begins with holy conviction,
sometimes with tears, and always accompanied by godly sorrow. Revival then
culminates with the continued manifestation of the presence of God that aligns
our hearts and lives with the Father’s will.

In effect, 5 of the 7 letters written to the churches in Revelation were with an
emphasis on repentance so these churches could be revived. Repentance is
usually a precursor to revival. Blessing and reward was promised on the truly
repentant churches of Revelation, but a certain judgment was declared on those
who refused change.

The God who allowed the judgment of Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 5) is the
same God today. The God who judged Uzzah (2 Sam 6) is the same God today.
The God who judged Achan (Joshua 7), and before him Nadab and Abihu (Lev
10), is still as holy now as He was then. Remember, without holiness no man



shall see the Lord (Heb 12:14).

Revival fire creates a hunger for God and for prayer which is the basis and
foundation of revival. A church that is consumed with a spirit of prayer is a
church in revival. Once the operation of the flesh drops below the operation of
the Spirit, when spiritual activity supersedes fleshly activity, you are
experiencing revival and what is considered normal Christianity. Revival wanes
when the opposite happens and this process is reversed.

“Let Christians in a revival beware, when they first find an inclination creeping
upon them to shrink from self-denial, and to give in to one self-indulgence after
another. It is the device of Satan to “bait” them off from the work of God, and
make them dull and gross, lazy and fearful, useless and sensual; and so drive
away the Spirit and destroy the revival.” Charles Finney

“Will You not revive us again, that Your people may rejoice in You” (Ps
85:6).
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ADDENDUM:
HOLINESS SCRIPTURES

“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God” (Mat 5:8).

“You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, how shall it be
seasoned? It is then good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled
underfoot by men. You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill
cannot be hidden. Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a
lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house. Let your light so shine
before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in
heaven” (Mat 5:13-16).

“What then? Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By
no means! Don't you know that when you offer yourselves to someone to obey
him as slaves, you are slaves to the one whom you obey—whether you are
slaves to sin, which leads to death, or to obedience, which leads to
righteousness? But thanks be to God that, though you used to be slaves to sin,
you wholeheartedly obeyed the form of teaching to which you were entrusted.
You have been set free from sin and have become slaves to righteousness. I put
this in human terms because you are weak in your natural selves. Just as you
used to offer the parts of your body in slavery to impurity and to ever-
increasing wickedness, so now offer them in slavery to righteousness leading
to holiness. When you were slaves to sin, you were free from the control of
righteousness. What benefit did you reap at that time from the things you are
now ashamed of? Those things result in death! But now that you have been set
free from sin and have become slaves to God, the benefit you reap leads to
holiness, and the result is eternal life. For the wages of sin is death, but the
gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom 6:15-23). From
slaves of sin to slaves of righteousness!

“And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing
of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect
will of God” (Rom 12:2).

“I wrote to you in my epistle not to keep company with sexually immoral
people. Yet I certainly did not mean with the sexually immoral people of this
world, or with the covetous, or extortioners, or idolaters, since then you would



need to go out of the world. But now I have written to you not to keep company
with anyone named a brother, who is sexually immoral, or covetous, or an
idolater, or a reviler, or a drunkard, or an extortioner—not even to eat with
such a person. For what have I to do with judging those also who are outside?
Do you not judge those who are inside? But those who are outside God judges.
Therefore “put away from yourselves the evil person” (1 Cor 5:9-13). What
would the evangelical church of America look like if we practiced this today?
How many would be left?

“Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God?
Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor
homosexuals, nor sodomites, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor
revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the kingdom of God. And such were some
of you. But you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in
the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God" (1 Cor 6:9-11).
REAL CHANGE.

“And what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For you are the
temple of the living God. As God has said: “I will dwell in them and walk
among them. I will be their God, and they shall be My people.
Therefore “Come out from among them and be separate, says the Lord. Do not
touch what is unclean, and I will receive you” (2 Cor 6:16-17).

“Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all
filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God” (2 Cor
7:1).

“Just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we
should be holy and without blame before Him in love” (Eph 1:4).

“For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as
children of light” (Eph 5:8). From darkness to light.

“Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave Himself up
for her, so that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of
water with the Word, that He might present the church to Himself in glorious
splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such things [that she might be holy
and faultless]” (Eph 5:25-27 AMP).



“As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, in which you used
to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the
kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient.
All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our
sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by
nature objects of wrath. But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich
in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions
—it is by grace you have been saved” (Eph 2:1-5) From death to life.

“Do all things without complaining and disputing, that you may become
blameless and harmless, children of God without fault in the midst of a
crooked and perverse generation, among whom you shine as lights in the
world, holding fast the word of life, so that I may rejoice in the day of Christ
that I have not run in vain or labored in vain” (Phil 2:14-16).

“For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the
kingdom of the Son he loves” (Col 1:13). Translated from one kingdom to
another.

“If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where
Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. Set your mind on things above, not
on things on the earth. For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in
God. When Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with Him
in glory. Therefore put to death your members which are on the earth:
fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is
idolatry. Because of these things the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of
disobedience, in which you yourselves once walked when you lived in them.
But now you yourselves are to put off all these: anger, wrath, malice,
blasphemy, filthy language out of your mouth. Do not lie to one another, since
you have put off the old man with his deeds, and have put on the new man who
is renewed in knowledge according to the image of Him who created him...
Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender mercies,
kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering; bearing with one another, and
forgiving one another, if anyone has a complaint against another; even as
Christ forgave you, so you also must do. But above all these things put on love,
which is the bond of perfection” (Col 3:1-10, 12-14).

“For God did not call us to uncleanness, but to holiness” (1 Thes 4:7).



“A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, temperate, sober-
minded, of good behavior, hospitable, able to teach; Moreover he must have a
good testimony among those who are outside, lest he fall into reproach and the
snare of the devil” (1 Tim 3:2, 7). Elders are to live above reproach.

“For we ourselves were also once foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving
various lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful and hating one
another. But when the kindness and the love of God our Savior toward man
appeared, not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to
His mercy He saved us, through the washing of regeneration and renewing of
the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out on us abundantly through Jesus Christ
our Savior, that having been justified by His grace we should become heirs
according to the hope of eternal life” (Titus 3:3-7). REAL CHANGE.

“But as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct,
because it is written, “Be holy, for I am holy” (1 Pet 1:15-16).

“Beloved, I beg you as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts
which war against the soul, having your conduct honorable among the
Gentiles, that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may, by your
good works which they observe, glorify God in the day of visitation” (1 Pet
2:11-12).

“Beloved, do not think it strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you,
as though some strange thing happened to you; but rejoice to the extent that
you partake of Christ’s sufferings, that when His glory is revealed, you may
also be glad with exceeding joy. If you are reproached for the name of Christ,
blessed are you, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you. On their part
He is blasphemed, but on your part He is glorified. But let none of you suffer
as a murderer, a thief, an evildoer, or as a busybody in other people’s matters.
Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify
God in this matter” (1 Pet 4:12-16). Our glory is to suffer because of our
identification with Jesus.

“As His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and
godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue, by
which have been given to us exceedingly great and precious promises, that
through these you may be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the
corruption that is in the world through lust. But also for this very reason,



giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, to virtue knowledge, to knowledge
self-control, to self-control perseverance, to perseverance godliness, to
godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness love. For if these
things are yours and abound, you will be neither barren nor unfruitful in the
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. For he who lacks these things is
shortsighted, even to blindness, and has forgotten that he was cleansed from
his old sins” (2 Pet 1:3-9).

“Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, what manner of persons
ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness” (2 Pet 3:11).

“Pursue peace with all people, and holiness, without which no one will see the
Lord” (Heb 12:14).

“Now by this we know that we know Him, if we keep His commandments. He
who says, “I know Him,” and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and
the truth is not in him” (1 John 2:3-4).

“He who says he abides in Him ought himself also to walk just as He walked”
(1 John 2:6).

“Whoever abides in Him does not sin. Whoever sins has neither seen Him nor
known Him” (1 John 3:6).

“Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness in the
day of judgment; because as He is, so are we in this world” (1 John 4:17).
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